ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 10th February 2025 
Present: Cllrs Nat Cargius, Mabyn Pickering, Mark Pritchard, Glen Bellamy, Jean Kelly, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love, Nicci Davies-Williams, John Perkins, Claire Luckock & Mark Andrew
Apologies: Cllrs Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.
AVOW Community Agent(s) for Esclusham;
a) Katherine Prince – AVOW Development Manager

Katherine introduced herself and explained to the Council how AVOW operates, both in general and, recently, with regard to Community Agents. A 2023/24 AVOW ‘Impact Report’ was made available to Councillors.
The Community Agents who have recently commenced in a number of communities within the County Borough, mainly in the south of Wrexham, are employed, and paid, by AVOW, via, funding received for 2024/25. It is very much hoped that this funding stream will continue for 2025/26, but Katherine could not say for sure what the situation will be at the end of the current Financial Year. However, for the immediate, Katherine introduced Liz Stokes as the AVOW Community Agent for Esclusham, Sesswick and Erbistock communities.

b) Liz Stokes – Lead AVOW Community Agent for Esclusham and, as confirmed, also of Sesswick and Erbistock communities.
Liz also introduced herself to the Council, and shared a poster detailing what services are available and her contact details > this will be put on the Community Council noticeboards.
‘Community Agent; supporting the over 50’s in your community’

Following a brief resume of what the job entails, Liz answered a few questions from Members. Liz confirmed that she had already introduced herself to members of ‘the Tuesday Club’ and has made arrangements to visit formally in the next week or two.


Katherine and Liz then left the meeting and were thanked for attending by the Chair.

Following their departure, a brief discussion ensued regarding the Community Agent initiative and both the Local Elected Member and the Clerk confirmed that, at present, there are no costs, only benefits, to the Community Council in having Liz in-situ. It is believed that the Community Agent positions, County-wide, are to e re-visited at the end of the current Financial Year.
2.
Declaration of Acceptance > Mark Andrew duly signed and was welcomed onto the Community Council. The Clerk confirmed that a personal copy of the Code of Conduct would also be given to Cllr Andrew.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock (VC).
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements – none 
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 20th January 2025 – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (06/01/2025 > 05/02/2025)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	GO & ML & HG Jones (M G Christmas tree)
	2-Jan-25
	4966
	280.00
	
	16,667.87

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	2-Dec-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	16,581.12

	SSE (Parish Hall - Q3 2023/24) 
	2-Dec-24
	D/D
	1,267.35
	
	15,313.77

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	354.20
	
	14,959.57

	SSE (Parish Hall - Q4 2023/24) 
	3-Dec-24
	D/D
	1,093.87
	
	13,865.70

	SSE (Parish Hall - Q1 2024/25)
	4-Dec-24
	D/D
	955.62
	
	12,910.08

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Dec-25
	Auto tfr
	97.90
	
	12,812.18

	SSE (Parish Hall -  Q2 2024/25) 
	5-Dec-24
	D/D
	938.85
	
	11,873.33

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Dec-24
	D/D
	174.00
	
	11,699.33

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Dec-25
	Auto tfr
	97.90
	
	11,601.43

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	354.20
	
	11,247.23

	Yu Energy - Gas
	10-Dec-24
	D/D
	309.60
	
	10,937.63

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	247.63
	
	10,690.00

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	1,537.40
	
	9,152.60

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	262.02
	
	8,890.58

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	219.56
	
	8,671.02

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	354.20
	
	8,316.82

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	575.00
	
	7,741.82

	SSE (street lighting Nov) 
	27-Dec-24
	D/D
	1,110.68
	
	6,631.14

	BT
	27-Dec-24
	D/D
	93.04
	
	6,538.10

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	756.75
	
	5,781.35

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	354.20
	
	5,427.15

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	31-Dec-24
	
	
	1,000.00
	6,427.15

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	8-Jan-25
	4967
	149.76
	
	6,277.39

	K Claybrook Cons (Christmas tree - Mem G)
	9-Jan-25
	4968
	780.00
	
	5,497.39

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	10-Jan-25
	4969
	95.33
	
	5,402.06

	Viking (stationery including 2nd class stamps)
	13-Jan-25
	4970
	127.26
	
	5,274.80

	WCBC (HY inst - Insp & maint of play areas)
	13-Jan-25
	4971
	2,188.80
	
	3,086.00

	Wales Audit - fee for 2023/24 
	13-Jan-25
	4972
	206.00
	
	2,880.00

	Linda Breeze - adj re Bank error cq no 2041 (Imp)
	14-Jan-25
	
	
	5.00
	2,885.00

	JRB Enterprise (lost cheque from 11/11/24) 
	15-Jan-25
	[4946}
	-149.76
	
	3,034.76

	JRB Enterprise (replacement cq - inv no 27707)
	15-Jan-25
	4973
	149.76
	
	2,885.00

	Bryn Jones (January salary)
	20-Jan-25
	4974
	2,001.96
	
	883.04

	Transfer from business savings 
	20-Jan-25
	
	
	7,000.00
	7,883.04

	Rhos CC (Santa Sleigh - ECC portion of cost)
	22-Jan-25
	4975
	200.00
	
	7,683.04

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	22-Jan-25
	4976
	80.20
	
	7,602.84

	Wrexham Area Civic Society - 2025 membership
	22-Jan-25
	4977
	25.00
	
	7,577.84

	Jones Lighting (street light maint Dec)
	23-Jan-25
	4978
	223.36
	
	7,354.48

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	28-Jan-25
	4979
	149.76
	
	7,204.72

	Transfer from business savings 
	31-Jan-25
	
	
	4,000.00
	11,204.72

	Monies from Santa Sleigh - towards events 2025
	3-Feb-25
	
	
	106.00
	11,310.72


Re SSE entries (2 > 5 December): the Clerk gave additional detail regarding the ‘delayed’ SSE invoices and explained what had happened via a ‘file note’, a copy of which, for audit purposes, is being attached to the ‘master copy’ (signed version) of these minutes. Action: Clerk. Councillors > Noted > Also: see (8) below for further developments.
Imprest Account (06/01/2025 > 05/02/2025)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 40 tax refund)
	6-Jan-25
	2064
	13.20
	
	-4,758.55

	Transfer from current
	2-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	354.20
	-4,404.35

	Transfer from current
	4-Dec-25
	Auto tfr
	
	97.90
	-4,306.45

	Transfer from current
	5-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	97.90
	-4,208.55

	Transfer from current
	9-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	354.20
	-3,854.35

	Transfer from current
	10-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	247.63
	-3,606.72

	Transfer from current
	16-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,537.40
	-2,069.32

	Transfer from current
	17-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	262.02
	-1,807.30

	Transfer from current
	19-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	219.56
	-1,587.74

	Transfer from current
	23-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	354.20
	-1,233.54

	Transfer from current
	24-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	575.00
	-658.54

	Transfer from current
	27-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	756.75
	98.21

	Transfer from current
	30-Dec-24
	Auto tfr
	
	354.20
	452.41

	L Breeze (wk 41)
	13-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	275.31

	D Jenkins (wk 41)
	13-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	98.21

	L Breeze (wk 41 - o/t: w/end kids party)
	13-Jan-25
	2065
	72.70
	
	25.51

	D Jenkins (wk41 - o/t : holiday cover)  
	13-Jan-25
	2066
	109.60
	
	-84.09

	CQ no 2041 (L Breeze) - Bank error as below
	14-Jan-25
	[2041]
	5.00
	
	-89.09

	See stmt - cq for £92.10 debited as £97.10
	see file
	info only
	
	
	-89.09

	L Breeze (wk 42)
	20-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-266.19

	D Jenkins (wk 42)
	20-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-443.29

	L Breeze (wk 42 tax refund) 
	20-Jan-25
	2067
	13.20
	
	-456.49

	D Jenkins (wk 42 o/t: w/e kids party/extra wk)
	20-Jan-25
	2068
	150.60
	
	-607.09

	L Breeze (wk 43)
	27-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-784.19

	D Jenkins (wk 43)
	27-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-961.29

	L Breeze (wk 43 o/t: extra hours weekdays)
	27-Jan-25
	2069
	90.22
	
	-1,051.51

	D Jenkins (wk 43 tax refund)
	27-Jan-25
	2070
	13.20
	
	-1,064.71

	L Breeze (wk 44)
	3-Feb-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-1,241.81

	D Jenkins (wk 44)
	3-Feb-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-1,418.91

	L Breeze (wk 44 o/t: extra weekdays)
	3-Feb-25
	2071
	71.52
	
	-1,490.43

	D Jenkins (wk 44 o/t - w/e kids party/extra wk)
	3-Feb-25
	2072
	158.98
	
	-1,649.41


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (06/01/2025 > 05/02/2025)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                    Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Bookers (supplies Christmas party) > via JK
	17-Dec-24
	
	82.37
	
	
	104.42
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 
a) Electricity: both streetlight (unmetered) and Parish Hall power. Figures received from brokers, Utility Aid Ltd, giving proposed costs for a 1 year, 2 year and 3 year fixed contract with Ecotricity, who, as advised, are the only supplier currently offering prices for unmetered supplies. Both meters included in the quotation summary. Following discussion, and a proposal by Cllr Mark Pritchard, duly seconded, the Council unanimously decided to enter a one year fixed contract with Ecotricity > total figure being £17,476.95 (streetlight - £14,322.48 and Parish Hall - £3,154.47). Action: Clerk instructed to complete formalities with Utility Aid Ltd and sign any required documentation on behalf of the Community Council.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book - £

                     

Business Instant Access Account 
              31/12/2024

 13,816.25 
             

Current Account
                 

31/12/2024      
   
 11,310.72
Imprest Account
                

31/12/2024    
 
  -1,649.41
Petty Cash Account
              

05/02/2025

      104.42
       
      









            £23,581.98

As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only              
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	23-Dec-24
	
	
	606.00
	11,686.72

	Aikido Class (November) 
	4-Dec-24
	
	
	72.00
	11,758.72

	Paige Street Dance (November)  
	5-Dec-24
	
	
	48.00
	11,806.72

	Paige Street Dance (December)  
	16-Dec-24
	
	
	24.00
	11,830.72

	Caia Park Partnership (December)
	19-Dec-24
	
	
	42.00
	11,872.72

	Aikido Class (December) 
	20-Dec-24
	
	
	54.00
	11,926.72

	Playgroup
	27-Dec-24
	
	
	110.00
	12,036.72

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (November) 
	30-Dec-24
	
	
	72.00
	12,108.72

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	31-Dec-24
	S/O
	1,000.00
	
	11,108.72

	Cantab Electrical (remove lights PH front)
	9-Jan-25
	0219
	148.50
	
	10,960.22

	Jonathan Williams (annual check boilers etc)
	23-Jan-25
	0220
	375.00
	
	10,585.22

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	27-Jan-25
	
	
	800.00
	11,385.22


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Transfer to current 
	23-Dec-24
	
	
	
	474.27
	606.00

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Fri)
	3-Jan-25
	3674
	
	12.00
	486.27
	

	Emily Cook (deposit kids party 8/2)
	7-Jan-25
	3675
	
	20.00
	506.27
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-Jan-25
	3676
	
	18.00
	524.27
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Jan-25
	3677
	
	18.00
	542.27
	

	Biscuits > Parish Hall 'drop-in cafe' (via DJ)
	8-Jan-25
	
	29.79
	
	512.48
	

	Brittany Carter (kids party)
	11-Jan-25
	3678
	
	55.00
	567.48
	

	Info: invoice no 3679 destroyed
	13-Jan-25
	[3679]
	
	
	567.48
	

	Snooker Group
	14-Jan-25
	3680
	
	10.00
	577.48
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-Jan-25
	3681
	
	18.00
	595.48
	

	Indoor Bowls
	15-Jan-25
	3682
	
	18.00
	613.48
	

	Sophie Gregson (deposit kids party 9/2)
	16-Jan-25
	3683
	
	20.00
	633.48
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	17-Jan-25
	3684
	
	24.00
	657.48
	

	Rachel Owen (kids party)
	18-Jan-25
	3685
	
	60.00
	717.48
	

	Renit P Roy (deposit - event 31/5)
	20-Jan-25
	3686
	
	40.00
	757.48
	

	Coffee for the Parish Hall (as receipt)
	20-Jan-25
	
	3.75
	
	753.73
	

	Tuesday Club
	21-Jan-25
	3687
	
	18.00
	771.73
	

	Snooker Group
	21-Jan-25
	3688
	
	10.00
	781.73
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	21-Jan-25
	3690
	
	12.00
	793.73
	

	Indoor Bowls
	22-Jan-25
	3689
	
	18.00
	811.73
	

	Rebecca Beatrice (deposit kids party 9/3)
	23-Jan-25
	3691
	
	20.00
	831.73
	

	Transfer to current 
	27-Jan-25
	
	
	
	31.73
	800.00

	Snooker Group
	28-Jan-25
	3692
	
	10.00
	41.73
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-Jan-25
	3693
	
	18.00
	59.73
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	28-Jan-25
	3694
	
	12.00
	71.73
	

	Indoor Bowls
	29-Jan-25
	3695
	
	18.00
	89.73
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	30-Jan-25
	
	
	80.00
	169.73
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (2 x Wed & Fri)
	31-Jan-25
	3696
	
	36.00
	205.73
	

	Beth Tudor (kids party)
	2-Feb-25
	3697
	
	80.00
	285.73
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
               31/12/2025
       
      11,385.22
     


Petty Cash Account



  05/02/2025
    
           285.73

   £11,670.95
10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – “Thank you” to all Councillors who attended the recent interviews to co-opt a new Councillor for the advertised vacancy. 

3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Cllr Pritchard started with an announcement in that, whist he will continue to report to the Community Council as the Local Elected Member, sharing what he can regarding Esclusham matters with Councillors, he will no longer be giving any detail arising from meetings that he has with North Wales Police in his guise as Leader of WCBC. Apparently, some sensitive information appears to have entered the public domain. All noted.
ii) Trees > a number of issues due to storm damage with some fallen trees close to properties, WCBC have been dealing ongoing.
iii) Bersham (Colliery) Bank > Cllr Pritchard advised that the Welsh Government are to re-visit this year as part of their ongoing visits/works to ensure the stability of former coal tips. It is understood that some digging/shoring-up work is to take place, funded by the Welsh Government, on the ‘near’ side of the tip. In addition, Cllr Pritchard intimated that the current ownership of the Bersham Bank is unclear and it is possible, although not confirmed, that this has changed hands. Cllr Pritchard will update the Council should he hear anything formal regarding this matter. Cllr Sarah Love mentioned that ‘off road’ bikes have re-appeared on the Bank > Cllr Pritchard responded and stated that the site owners are responsible for securing the site.
iv) Cllr Nat Cargius asked if Cllr Pritchard could give a brief update on the progress of the National Trust Development alongside Wrexham Road. Cllr Pritchard advised that ‘Phase 2’ was underway and that, as part of this, the developer would be looking at installing the ‘new’ roundabout on the Wrexham Road, along with an additional pedestrian crossing and other highways related works as conditioned.
Council also reminded that, during ‘Phase 2’, the condition regarding the school provision would be triggered and, along with this, the developer would be looking to enter into further discussion with the Community Council, via himself as Local Elected Member, regarding the condition for including another community hall in the initial plans and, linked to this, possible further community gain considerations.
Cllr Pritchard is given to understand that some of the buildings along the Wrexham Road (MG garage area) have been purchased by the developer and the site will, it is believed, be incorporated into the greater scheme. 

v) Upon being asked about ‘homeless’ individuals from outside the County Borough, being placed overnight at the Travelodge, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that it is his understanding that it was “only overnight” although the matter is ongoing > the building is a hotel.

vI) Cllr Pritchard advised that he had been dealing with a number of “minor matters”, some private, which he would not comment further upon.

4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 20th January 2025 – unanimously ratified
6. 
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 5th February 2025 > Cllr John Perkins: 

Present: PCSO Sara Williams, PCSO Gethin Thomas, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllrs Mark Pritchard & Graham Blackmore.

Criminal damage to grassed area of the park: No developments to report by NWP. Apparently CCTV inconclusive and no witnesses have come forward with a formal statement for the police.

Speeding – Bersham Road: Both the Clerk and Cllr Perkins had noticed, and advised, that the sensors (bands) had not yet been located on Bersham Road as promised by Sgt Sarah Hughes-Jones. These were due to be in-situ by the end of January > Sara will speak with the Sergeant and, if able, advise by Monday. 10/3: no developments as at date of meeting.
Signage: all present at the meeting of the opinion that additional signage would assist – Clerk to re-visit.
Local College: the officers will speak to their Sergeants to ask if regular visits can be made, especially at the start of term.

Speed Gun: NWP have written to three local councils, including Esclusham, asking if they would consider purchasing a speed gun for use by the NWP Offa team. It is felt that more information (cost/usage etc) is required before placing in front of the full Council.10/3: following discussion, the Council are not prepared to contribute as requested, citing previous financial commitments made to purchase items, some, but not all, with NWP > which resulted in items being lost or taken for use outside Esclusham (Offa). The Clerk will place on the agenda for the March ECC/NWP police liaison meeting and advise accordingly. Action: Clerk 
Corkscrew Lane: further to issues raised by Cllr Mabyn Pickering, none of the officers present, nor two that the Clerk had spoken with a week prior were aware – notwithstanding that Corkscrew Lane is in ‘Rural’. The Clerk will speak further with Cllr Pickering and look to contact a Sergeant at Rhos ‘Rural’ if still required. 
10/3: following a proposal by Cllr Pritchard, the Clerk is instructed to re-visit the possibility of:

i) locating a ‘speed reminder’ unit on the Bersham Road (as already located on the ‘upper’ B5098.

ii) ANPR camera as previously mooted

All appreciate that cost implications can be an issue – but in the first instance and to get things moving the Clerk is to place on the agenda for the March ECC/NWP police liaison meeting. Action: Clerk.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2025/0083 – application for the “removal of condition 4 of planning permission P/2023/0699” re The Bungalow, Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AD. Already circulated and the Clerk advised that full details of the said condition are as the ‘decision paperwork’ on application P/2023/0699 and on page 4 of the planning application on P/2025/0083. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC has no objections/comments. Action: Clerk
.
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2024/0299 – application for the “construction of car park to rear of school” at Bersham Hall, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HS. Granted with conditions > Noted
P/2024/1622 – application for “works to trees in Bersham Conservation Area” at 1 Bridge House, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HU. Granted – no objections > Noted
P/2024/1435 – application for “single storey side and rear extensions” at 51 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AB. Granted with conditions > Noted
P/2024/1350 – application for the “formation of vehicular access” at 74 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AD. Granted with conditions > Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – Sean Hanratty, Senior Definitive Map Officer. ‘The Wrexham County Borough Council (Esclusham Below Public Footpaths 9 (part) and 10 (part) Public Diversion Order 2025’ together with a ‘Notice of the making of the Order. Paperwork shared with the Council via e-mail on the 23rd January and a copy of the Notice and the Order map being placed on ECC noticeboards. Representations and Objections to be received by WCBC by the 10/2. Noted, but whilst there are no objections to the Order regarding the paths, the Clerk is instructed to advise WCBC that Members are very concerned that the Level Crossing could be opening again soon. Action: Clerk write to Sean Hanratty at WCBC expressing the concerns mentioned at the meeting. 

b) Wrexham Area Civic Society – Newsletter no 28 > January 2025. Copy forwarded to all Councillors via e-mail on the 23/1. Noted
c) Ron Bailey – Lithium-ion batteries campaign. Update as at start of Q1 2025. E-mail, including a Q&A attachment sent to Councillors on the 23/1. Noted
d) WCBC – forwarded from Linda Roberts, Chief Officer, Governance & Customer at WCBC: regarding: an “Ombudsman Consultation on informing members of complaints”. E-mail from Linda Roberts, with 8 page consultation document attached, forwarded to Councillors on the 23/1. Noted
e) Barbara Jones – E-mail detailing the proposed organising of an event to commemorate a historical event, being the 80th anniversary of VE Day on the 8th of May 2025. Copy shared with Councillors. A Church Service at St Giles Church at 12:30pm, to be followed by a march to the Cenotaph for a short remembrance service, when wreaths will be laid. Following this, a reception for veterans and servicemen/women, along with invited guests, will be held at the Memorial Hall, Wrexham. ECC are invited to send two representatives to join on the day. In addition, a request for a small donation is made towards the cost of the event. Following discussion and a proposal, duly seconded, it was unanimously decided that the current Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards (+1) should attend the event. In addition, Councillors wished to contribute £50 towards the event costs. Action: Clerk to advise Barbara Jones and draw up a cheque as instructed.
f) WCBC – prepared Service Level Agreement between WCBC and ECC regarding the maintenance of the play areas situated within Esclusham for 2025/26. The total cost for 2025/26 will be £3,727.00 plus VAT. This compares to a cost of £3.648.00 plus VAT in 2024/25, being a modest annual increase due to inflation. Copy of SLA shared with Councillors.

Breakdown for individual sites:-

i) Play Area, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen > £1,325.00


   Litter clearance – weekly basis - £817.00 p.a. per site


   Grass cutting of the site (4 cuts a year) - £194.00


   Annual external safety inspection - £54.00


   WCBC monthly safety inspections - £260.00


ii) Skate Park, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen > £1,077.00


    Litter clearance – weekly basis - £817.00 p.a. per site


    WCBC monthly safety inspections - £260.00


iii) Play Area, Bersham Road, Bersham > £1,325.00


     Litter clearance – weekly basis - £817.00 p.a. per site


     Grass cutting of the site (4 cuts a year) - £194.00

     Annual external safety inspection - £54.00


     WCBC monthly safety inspections - £260.00

We are advised: “please note - the cost of the inspections and any maintenance costs will rise each year according to the cost of inflation and tender prices received”. 
Noted and the Clerk instructed to sign the SLA on behalf of the Community Council.
Action:  SLA signed on behalf of ECC by the Clerk and sent to WCBC (e-mail to adv Carla) 
g) WCBC – acknowledgement of the ECC Precept request = £129,389 for 2025/26. Noted
h) Rod King – update further to the original ‘20s plenty’ campaign, further to the proposed changes/tweaks to some roads proposed by Local Authorities. Copy of the e-mail shared with the Council. Noted
i) Theatr yr Ifanc Rhos 1990 – request for financial assistance. Copy e-mail shared with Councillors.
Clerk instructed to place the request in the S137 file, for consideration at the bespoke meeting in late March. Action: Clerk
j) Menter Iaith Flint/Wrecsam & WCBC – invitation for a representative(s) of ECC to attend the ‘St David’s Day Celebration 2025’ being held on the 1st of March. Copy e-mail shared with Councillors.
Noted and some members intimated that they may attend.
k) Theatr Bara Caws – request for financial assistance along with some detailed information into the background and current work undertaken by the theatre company. Copy e-mail shared with Councillors. Clerk instructed to place the request in the S137 file, for consideration at the bespoke meeting in late March. Action: Clerk
l) RWE – ‘Public consultation for the Butterfly (Gloyn Byw) Solar Farm, located to the south of Wrexham, adjacent to the A483, and between Johnstown to the west and Bangor on Dee in the East’.  Letter, including FAQs, and a detailed leaflet received from the Project Manager, Robin Johnson PIEMA ACIEEM. Letter shared with Councillors – copy in Agenda pack. In addition, the e-mail received from Katie Powis, with aforementioned attachments, forwarded to Members on the 3/2. Further information: Project website – uk.rwe.com/butterfly and two Public Consultation days, running from 1:00pm to 6:00pm, at Marchwiel Village Hall (Friday 21/2) and Ruabon Village Hall (Wednesday 26/2). The informal consultation runs until the 3rd of March. Noted and, following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to write to RWE expressing disappointment that the two local consultation days are to be held in Marchwiel and Ruabon – and not Rhostyllen. Are they able to re-consider the Parish Hall ? Notwithstanding that these are informal, not statutory, consultations. Action: Clerk.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Esclusham CC – vacancy. Further to the recent passing of Cllr Richard Elias a vacancy has been created on the Community Council. The Clerk advised that he is looking to commence co-option proceedings as from the date of this meeting. Action: Clerk - proceed with formalities. 

b) Annual review/adoption of Financial Regulations. Document shared. Unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.

c) Annual review/adoption of Risk Assessment Checklist. Document shared. Unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
d) Annual review/adoption of Internal Control. Document shared. Unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
e) Annual review/adoption of Investment Strategy. Document shared. Unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
f) Next RPHT meeting – 6:30pm on Monday the 10th of March. All reminded.
CHAIR_________________________________________________                                        
DATED_________________________________________________
PAGE  
1

