ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 20th January 2025 (from 13th January)
Meeting re-arranged (one week): following the passing of the long-time Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias. 
Present: Cllrs Mark Pritchard, Sarah Love, Gemma Richards. Nicci Davies-Williams, Graham Blackmore, John Perkins, Claire Luckock, Val Morgan, Darcy Davies-Williams, Nat Cargius & Jean Kelly  
Apologies: Cllrs Glen Bellamy & Mabyn Pickering
Chair: Prior to the formal start of the meeting the Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards, said a few words further to the  sad passing of long-term Councillor, and Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias > “His commitment and hard work whilst on the Community Council will be greatly missed”.
PRELIMINARIES

None
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock
The Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias sadly passed away on the 11th of January, and Cllr Luckock echoed Cllr Richards’ words regarding the valuable contribution made by Cllr Richard Elias during his tenure on the Community Council. 
The current Vice Chair of Finance, Cllr Claire Luckock, is to continue in the role, supported until his retirement, by the Clerk, up to the May AGM, but has formally announced that she is unable to take on the Chair of Finance role for 2025/26. Should the Council wish at this time, Cllr Luckock would be willing to continue in the Vice Chair position. Action required: as with other roles, a decision is to be taken at the AGM. For the immediate – this is noted. 
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Glen Bellamy & Mabyn Pickering
2.
Chair’s announcements – see above
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th December 2024  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
a) ECC draft Budget forecast for 2025/26: The Clerk shared the draft, initially, but not wholly, prepared with the Chair of Finance, and explained the planned year-on-year variances.

Following discussion/questions asked the draft budget was unanimously ratified > subject, as in previous years, to final confirmation at the March meeting. Action: Clerk > attach a copy of the draft budget to the January 2025 minutes.
Further to what said above: the formal budget for 2025/26, expected to be as the draft, will be presented to the Council for final ratification at the end of Q1 2025. Action: Clerk > be on diary to add onto the March 2025 agenda.
b) Precept 2025/26: WCBC letter received – see ‘correspondence (a)’ below. The tax base for 2025/26 is 1467 (an uplift of 26 from 2024/25 figure of 1441).

The Community Council are to set a precept for 2025/26 and advise WCBC by the 24/1.

Some possible scenarios for 2025/26:-   
% Increase      Band D Charge   Tax base      Precept
Last year            £82.05

 1441
        £118,234.05 

0.00%                 £82.05

 1467
        £120,367.35 (tax base up 26)

1.00%                 £82.87

 1467
        £121,570.29
2.00%

£83.69

 1467            £122,773.23
3.00%     
£84.51

 1467
        £123,976.17
4.00% 
              £85.33
               1467            £125,179.11

5.00%
              £86.15
               1467
        £126,382.05
6.00%

£86.97

 1467
        £127,584.99


7.00%

£87.79

 1467
        £128,787.93
8.00%

£88.61

 1467
        £129,990.87
Precept figure for 2025/26 – The Clerk advised that, when he and Cllr Elias had discussed any proposed increase, albeit some weeks ago, a figure of between 6% and 8% had been mooted. Following discussion, Cllr Nat Cargius proposed an uplift of 7.5%, which was seconded and unanimously ratified. 
Using a similar calculation to the above:

7.5% increase > Band D charge of £88.20 X tax base of 1467 = £129,389  Precept request

The Clerk explained that this would result in an annual increase of £6.15p per band D property > under 12p per week increase in the Community Council portion of the Council Tax. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC that the ECC Precept request for 2025/26 is £129,389.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (04/12/2024 > 06/01/2025)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Transfer from business savings 
	4-Dec-24
	
	
	2,000.00
	11,196.91

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	10,860.63

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Nov-24
	D/D
	174.00
	
	10,686.63

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	221.17
	
	10,465.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	10,450.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	463.00
	
	9,987.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	182.81
	
	9,804.65

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Sept/Oct) 
	14-Nov-24
	D/D
	541.35
	
	9,263.30

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	82.63
	
	9,180.67

	Transfer to Imprest
	18-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	8,844.39

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	1,265.86
	
	7,578.53

	BT
	25-Nov-24
	D/D
	103.04
	
	7,475.49

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	7,139.21

	SSE (street lighting Oct) 
	26-Nov-24
	D/D
	1,147.69
	
	5,991.52

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	900.67
	
	5,090.85

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	30.00
	
	5,060.85

	British Gas (Oct to date of expirty - 12/11)
	29-Nov-24
	D/D
	327.09
	
	4,733.76

	Transfer from business savings 
	6-Dec-24
	
	
	8,000.00
	12,733.76

	Jones Lighting (street light maint Nov)
	6-Dec-24
	4957
	1,283.66
	
	11,450.10

	Defib Store Ltd - Zoll Stat Padz (1)
	9-Dec-24
	4958
	60.00
	
	11,390.10

	Gallagher Insurance (Insce renewal 2024/25)
	9-Dec-24
	4959
	3,943.89
	
	7,446.21

	Country Buffets (Snr Citizens Christmas party)
	13-Dec-24
	4960
	1,078.00
	
	6,368.21

	Transfer from business savings 
	16-Dec-24
	
	
	5,000.00
	11,368.21

	WCBC - inst of new LED double headed lantern 
	17-Dec-24
	4961
	690.00
	
	10,678.21

	Viking (stationery)
	18-Dec-24
	4962
	93.58
	
	10,584.63

	Bryn Jones (December salary)
	23-Dec-24
	4963
	2,001.76
	
	8,582.87

	RPHT - as mins 9/12/2024 - 'payment to ECC'
	23-Dec-24
	
	
	4,000.00
	12,582.87

	WCBC - Q2 (2024/25) school crossing patrol
	23-Dec-24
	4964
	1,485.00
	
	11,097.87

	DJ Electrical Cons - work at Mem Gds as inv
	23-Dec-24
	4965
	150.00
	
	10,947.87

	Transfer from business savings 
	24-Dec-24
	
	
	6,000.00
	16,947.87

	GO & ML & HG Jones (M G Christmas tree)
	2-Jan-25
	4966
	280.00
	
	16,667.87


Imprest Account (04/12/2024 > 06/01/2025)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 35 o/t - extra weekdays/tiles)
	2-Dec-24
	2048
	97.90
	
	-1,874.98

	Transfer from current
	4-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-1,538.70

	Transfer from current
	5-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	221.17
	-1,317.53

	Transfer from current
	8-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	-1,302.53

	Transfer from current
	11-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	463.00
	-839.53

	Transfer from current
	13-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	182.81
	-656.72

	Transfer from current
	14-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	82.63
	-574.09

	Transfer from current
	18-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-237.81

	Transfer from current
	19-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,265.86
	1,028.05

	Transfer from current
	25-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,364.33

	Transfer from current
	26-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	900.67
	2,265.00

	Transfer from current
	28-Nov-24
	Auto tfr
	
	30.00
	2,295.00

	HMRC (5 Dec)
	6-Dec-24
	2049
	1183.20
	
	1,111.80

	L Breeze (wk 36)
	9-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	934.70

	D Jenkins (wk 36)
	9-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	757.60

	L Breeze (wk 36 o/t - week end party) 
	9-Dec-24
	2050
	74.04
	
	683.56

	D Jenkins (wk 36 o/t - w/e party & extra in week
	9-Dec-24
	2051
	173.59
	
	509.97

	Transfer to cash 
	9-Dec-24
	2052
	240.00
	
	269.97

	Transfer to cash
	11-Dec-24
	2053
	175.00
	
	94.97

	Transfer to cash
	13-Dec-24
	2054
	500.00
	
	-405.03

	L Breeze (wk 37)
	16-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-582.13

	D Jenkins (wk 37)
	16-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-759.23

	L Breeze (wk 37 o/t - Christmas party etc)
	16-Dec-24
	2055
	262.02
	
	-1,021.25

	D Jenkins (wk 37 o/t - C party etc & kids party)
	16-Dec-24
	2056
	219.56
	
	-1,240.81

	Transfer to cash
	16-Dec-24
	2057
	240.00
	
	-1,480.81

	L Breeze (wk 38)
	23-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-1,657.91

	D Jenkins (wk 38)
	23-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-1,835.01

	L Breeze (wk 38 - back pay to 1/4 as auth)
	23-Dec-24
	2058
	369.49
	
	-2,204.50

	D Jenkins (wk 38 - back pay to 1/4 as auth
	23-Dec-24
	2059
	387.26
	
	-2,591.76

	L Breeze (wk 39)
	30-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-2,768.86

	D Jenkins (wk 39)
	30-Dec-24
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-2,945.96

	L Breeze (wk 39 tax refund)
	30-Dec-24
	2060
	13.20
	
	-2,959.16

	D Jenkins (wk 39 tax refund)
	30-Dec-24
	2061
	13.20
	
	-2,972.36

	HMRC (5 Jan)
	6-Jan-25
	2062
	1405.59
	
	-4,377.95

	L Breeze (wk 40)
	6-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-4,555.05

	D Jenkins (wk 40)
	6-Jan-25
	S/O
	177.10
	
	-4,732.15

	L Breeze (wk 40 tax refund)
	6-Jan-25
	2063
	13.20
	
	-4,745.35

	D Jenkins (wk 40 tax refund)
	6-Jan-25
	2064
	13.20
	
	-4,758.55


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (04/12/2024 > 06/01/2025)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Chocolates - various (gift for party attendees)
	26-Nov-24
	
	26.42
	
	162.62
	

	Kris Kane - headline act for 13/12 party 
	9-Dec-24
	
	160.00
	
	2.62
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	9-Dec-24
	
	
	240.00
	242.62
	

	Premier Inst (bar/cooler/gas) for 13/12 party
	9-Dec-24
	
	170.00
	
	72.62
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	11-Dec-24
	
	
	175.00
	247.62
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	13-Dec-24
	
	
	500.00
	747.62
	

	Note: book entry only - cash straight out on tfr 
	NOTE
	
	
	
	747.62
	

	Hops & Barley (drinks for Snr Citizens party)
	13-Dec-24
	
	713.13
	
	34.49
	

	Co-Op - 6 bottles of white wine
	13-Dec-24
	
	27.70
	
	6.79
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	16-Dec-24
	
	
	240.00
	246.79
	

	Bingo prizes (for Christmas party) 
	16-Dec-24
	
	60.00
	
	186.79
	

	Bookers (supplies Christmas party) > via JK
	17-Dec-24
	
	82.37
	
	104.42
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book - £

                     

Business Instant Access Account 
              30/09/2024
  
  24,730.78           

Current Account
                 

29/11/2024      
   
  16,667.87 
Imprest Account
                

29/11/2024    
 
   -4,758.55
Petty Cash Account
              

08/01/2025

       104.42     
      









            £36,744.52

                
As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	25-Nov-24
	
	
	285.00
	14,802.72

	Playgroup
	25-Nov-24
	
	
	110.00
	14,912.72

	Caia Park Partnership (October & November)
	28-Nov-24
	
	
	168.00
	15,080.72

	Esclusham CC (as minutes 9/12)
	10-Dec-24
	0218
	4,000.00
	
	11,080.72

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	23-Dec-24
	
	
	606.00
	11,686.72


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	29-Nov-24
	3658
	
	30.00
	476.63
	

	Tuesday Club
	3-Dec-24
	3659
	
	18.00
	494.63
	

	Snooker Group
	3-Dec-24
	3660
	
	10.00
	504.63
	

	Indoor Bowls
	4-Dec-24
	3661
	
	18.00
	522.63
	

	Rachel Owen (deposit kids party 15/1)
	4-Dec-24
	3662
	
	15.00
	537.63
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	6-Dec-24
	3663
	
	30.00
	567.63
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	6-Dec-24
	
	
	155.00
	722.63
	

	Emma Jones (kids party )
	7-Dec-24
	3664
	
	65.00
	787.63
	

	Chloe Edwards (kids party)
	8-Dec-24
	3665
	
	75.00
	862.63
	

	Tuesday Club
	10-Dec-24
	3666
	
	18.00
	880.63
	

	Snooker Group
	10-Dec-24
	3667
	
	10.00
	890.63
	

	Indoor Bowls
	11-Dec-24
	3668
	
	18.00
	908.63
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	13-Dec-24
	3669
	
	30.00
	938.63
	

	WD40 for Parish Hall
	13-Dec-24
	
	5.00
	
	933.63
	

	Charlotte Roberts (kids party)
	15-Dec-24
	3670
	
	36.00
	969.63
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	18-Dec-24
	3671
	
	12.00
	981.63
	

	Indoor Bowls
	18-Dec-24
	3672
	
	18.00
	999.63
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	19-Dec-24
	
	
	60.64
	1,060.27
	

	Grant Winter (deposit kids party 2/2)
	20-Dec-24
	3673
	
	20.00
	1,080.27
	

	Transfer to current 
	23-Dec-24
	
	
	
	474.27
	606.00


Date of


Current Balance 

RPHT





Statement

Cash Book £     


 
Current Account

  
              29/11/2024
                 11,686.72 


Petty Cash Account



 08/01/2025
    
         474.27

 £12,160.99

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_____________________________
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Glen Bellamy & Mabyn Pickering
2. 
Chair’s announcements – see opening comments, above
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
Firstly, Cllr Pritchard wished to say a few words about Cllr Richard Elias, with whom he had sat on the Community Council for over twenty years >”one of the good people”. Cllr Pritchard also praised Cllr Elias’ commitment to the many initiatives in which he had been involved with during his long tenure on the Council > not least the work at the Memorial Gardens. “Richard will be sadly missed”.
i) Cllr Pritchard advised that, as mentioned at the December meeting, he had been able to attend the January NWP/ECC police liaison meeting and that the content of what discussed would be shared by Cllr John Perkins, below.
ii) Councillors advised that the delay in completing the improvement works at the Wrexham Road/Church Street crossroads was/is due to utility connections issues. Cllr Pritchard expects this to be sorted in the near future.

iii) Bridges on the National Trust land alongside Wrexham Road:- Cllr Pritchard advised that only two bridges, which is deemed sufficient, are now to be built and located as previously explained. It is understood that the National Trust have submitted a planning application in respect of one of the bridges. Whilst this matter has dragged-on somewhat, Cllr Pritchard very much hopes that both will be in place ahead of the summer months.
iv) Cllr Graham Blackmore asked if there are any developments regarding the sliver of land, currently owned by the HTC (Church of Wales) and which is required to finish off the crossing outside the said Church. Cllr Pritchard is of the understanding that negotiations are progressing. If no developments: Action: Clerk to ask Father Dylan (initially) for an update.
v) Cllr John Perkins asked if Cllr Pritchard had heard about any issues along Corkscrew Lane > he had not and the Clerk will place on the agenda for the February police liaison meeting. Action: Clerk
 “Nothing further to report”

4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th December 2024 – unanimously ratified
6. 
Ratification of minutes from the RPHT meeting of Monday 9th December 2024 – unanimously ratified
7. 
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 6th January 2025 > Cllr John Perkins: 

Present:- Sgt Sarah Hughes-Jones, PCSO Sara Williams,  Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, Cllr Mark Pritchard and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. 

Further to January’s meeting of the Community Council, where the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, expressed a wish to be at the January ECC/NWP liaison meeting, the Clerk arranged for Sgt Sarah Hughes-Jones to be in attendance as well > as requested.  

Criminal damage to grassed area of the park: Until advised by residents shortly before arriving at the meeting, NWP officers were not aware of the recent damage done at the park behind the Parish Hall. It is understood that there has been much social media speculation and NWP are to investigate.

Speeding – Bersham Road: Again, this is the main topic on the agenda > especially in view of recent concerns regarding excessive speeding along the stretch and into the corners heading towards Wrexham.
Lengthy discussion, in which Cllr Pritchard and the Sergeant looked for common ground, and understanding, regarding NWP and WCBC databases of incidents > it is understood that both are to liaise with WCBC officer Kerry Williams. Moving forward:

Monitoring: in addition to a promise of continued ad-hoc appearance by local officers, NWP have asked WCBC to install sensors (traffic monitoring bands) on the Bersham Road. The data gathered may well assist officers in arranging regular visits by Go-Safe. The Sergeant assured the meeting that the sensors will be in place before the end of January – and possibly left in-situ, giving ongoing data, for some 6 weeks.

Signage: both NWP and ECC have long-felt that the small 30mph ‘reminder roundel(s)’ located on Bersham Road is insufficient > Cllr Pritchard to liaise with WCBC and the Clerk to see if additional ones can be found. 

Local College: whilst we are assured that local officers have attended and spoken with, it is presumed, staff and students. Cllr Pritchard suggested that this might be a regular feature at the start of each term. NWP to consider.
b) Dog fouling – Cllr Jean Kelly raised, once again, long-standing, and regular concerns of dog fouling, which it appears, from what she’s been told, has got worse. Lengthy discussion ensued – the Clerk confirming that the Community Council hand out some 8,000 ‘doggie bags’ every month, free of charge. Members agreed that, as always, blame lies with the owners, not the dogs. In the immediate, and as a first step, the Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards, is to liaise with Ysgol Rhostyllen to see if ‘Esclusham/Rhostyllen’-specific posters can be drawn-up by pupils. Action: Cllr Gemma Richards. Matter will, no dout have to be re-visited in the Spring > Action: Clerk on diary.
8. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/1622 – application re “works to trees in Bersham Conservation Area” at 1 Bridge House, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HU. Already circulated, and, as responses requested by the 10th of January, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 8th of January. No comments - and WCBC advised on the 10/1 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2023/0662 – application for the “erection of 9 dwellings” at the Bersham Sports and Social Club, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4hs. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2024/1405 – application for the “siting of portakabin”at Hafod House, Hafod, Ruabon, Wrexham LL14 6HF. Granted with conditions. Noted
9.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – request for Precept information for 2025/26. Required by the 24th of January. The tax base number for 2025/26 is 1467 (1441 in 2024/25) – Council advised 13/12 for information. See calculations for various scenarios > Finance Section 5(b). Action:  Clerk advise WCBC – as above.
b) Boundary Commission for Wales (via OVW) – ‘Review of Senedd Constituencies’ > a consultation period is running from the 17th of December until the 13th of January 2025. E-mail, including a website link, forwarded to Councillors on the 17/12. Esclusham, along with much of the western areas of the County Borough, is due to form a geographically large constituency, to be called ‘Gwynedd Maldwyn’. Noted
c) WCBC Playscheme 2025/26 – further to the minutes (correspondence – b) of the 9th of December, where the Clerk was, once again, instructed to obtain costings for a bespoke Playscheme service, the following comparison figures received:


i) 3 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday (as 24/25) = £5,852.16

ii) 3 hours per day x 3 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday = £4,389.12

iii) 2 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday = £4,887.12

Info: for 2024/25 the cost of play provision at (i) above is £5,621.82 (£5.7k on attached budget sheet) 

Following discussion, it was unanimously decided to select ‘option 1’ above, which would give similar Playscheme service to the current year. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC.
d) Andrew Ward, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Governent – consultation re: ‘Reforms to the Compulsory Purchase Process and Compensation Rules”. E-mail, with link, forwarded to Councillors on the 19/12. The consultation ends on the 13th February 2025. Noted
e) Gallagher Insurance – confirmation from Insurance Broker that the policy in the name of Esclusham Community Council and Fete Committee has been renewed with Hiscox Insurance Company Limited > period of cover: 24th December 2024 to 23rd December 2025. Total payment - £3,943.88 (Premium: £3,476.68, IPT: £417.20 and Admin Fee: £50.00). The Long Term Agreement with Hiscox to continue until the 23rd December 2027. Noted
f) Valuation Office Agency – Valuation Officer, Lucy Formela-Osborne MRICS of the VOA, requesting “Rent, lease or ownership information” on the Parish Hall. Copy letter shared with Councillors. Information is required by the 20th of January. Noted and the Clerk advised that, due to timescales, the requested information had been sent, on behalf of RPHT, last Friday, the 17/1.
g) Esclusham Scouts – “thank you” re the collection made at the Senior Citizens Christmas party. Copy shared with Councillors. Noted
h) WCBC (Sean Hanratty – Senior Definitive Map Officer) – update regarding ECC’s application for adding a footpath in the County Borough of Wrexham. PEDW have directed WCBC to determine the application by the 29th of January 2025, WCBC (SH) – update shared with the Council. Noted and the Clerk instructed to write to SH at WCBC to ask if the application can be determined in February at the latest. Action: Clerk
i) Friends of RPHT – re ‘allotment site’ behind the Parish Hall and further to discussion at the 9th of December meeting (Members Items – c) regarding proposals for the site. Copy of e-mail shared with the Council. Noted and the Clerk was instructed to place the matter ‘Rear allotment site’ on the March RPHT agenda for any proposed action to be discussed. Action: Clerk. In addition, no objections mentioned by Members to the FRPHT continuing with the, much valued, work enhancing the community of Esclusham, which would include the maintenance of all community orchards. It is very much hoped that any future proposed works would have the continued support of the Council.
10.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Pre-Christmas events > feedback
09.12 - Santa Sleigh 





12.12 – Christmas tree lights switch-on/Carol singing





13.12 – Senior Citizens Christmas Party

Feedback from those present at all, or some of the above, was very positive, although some tweaks to all three events, discussed and can be considered ahead of the 2025 events. Action: Clerk to be on diary to place all three of the above on the September agenda, whereby the Council can look at any changes well ahead of the events. Now up-and-running, the ‘2025 Events’ sub-committee may well be actively involved in the above – or certainly the top two. The Clerk reminded Members of the date of the 2025 Senior Citizens Christmas Party > Friday 12th December.
b) Defibrillators (ECC) – as the recently appointed ‘Defibrillator lead’ Cllr Glen Bellamy, has given apologies the Clerk asked who would be willing to act as a ‘designated deputy’. Having been involved at the start of the Community Council’s exercise to install defibrillators, Cllr Graham Blackmore unanimously confirmed in the role. Action: Clerk on diary to arrange a meeting for March.
c) Vacancy ECC - 4 applications re expression of interest received. Copy of each in agenda packs.

The Clerk was instructed to invite all four applicants to a 10 minute ‘interview’ (meet the Council) on Monday the 3rd of February. Council to meet at 7:00pm, with slots commencing at 7:15pm and at quarterly intervals thereafter. Action: Clerk – also send out formal ‘agenda’ summons to Councillors.
d) Clerk – replacement > a proposed job advert was ratified by the Council, although the Clerk advised that a couple of tweaks would be made ahead of ‘going live’. Initially, applications would be requested by the 17th of February, if timescales able to be met. Councillors are of the opinion that the advert should be ‘live’ for at least two weeks. Action: Clerk – move things along and be on diary to update the Council in mid-February.

The current Clerk is to formally end employment with ECC on the 31st of March although, as previously advised, some leeway is available should there be any delay in the chosen replacement being able to start. The present Clerk did, however, advise that he would not be available to help-out beyond late May. Cllr Mark Pritchard advised the Council that, should a replacement not be in-situ by then, a locum Clerk, may have to be considered. 
.
CHAIR_________________________________________________                           
DATED_________________________________________________
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