ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 17th April 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, John Perkins, Val Morgan, Gemma Richards, Richard Elias, Graham Blckmore, Mark Pritchard, Jean Kelly, Claire Luckock, Sarah Love & Mabyn Pickering
Apologies: Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicola Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicci Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Elias commented on the year-end budget: Whilst this shows as being over £9k above the annual budgeted figure, Councillors need to be aware that, to offset this deficit, a one-off payment of £3,000 had been received from the RPHT to assist with meeting the increased utility costs relating to the Parish Hall (as RPHT minutes 4th April 2022). In addition, the RPHT make a quarterly contribution of £700 towards the staff costs. Cllr Elias advised that the final, year-end, position would be shared with members at the AGM in May.
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th March 2023  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  

a) PWLB statement as at 31/3/2023 > shared with members. Noted
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (08/03/2023 > 31/03/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Bryn Jones (February salary - replacement cq)
	1-Mar-23
	4744
	1,730.91
	
	10,313.73

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	41.20
	
	10,272.53

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	293.58
	
	9,978.95

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	6-Feb-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	9,724.13

	B T
	6-Feb-23
	D/D
	511.16
	
	9,212.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	120.01
	
	9,092.96

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	80.54
	
	9,012.42

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	8,704.98

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	156.01
	
	8,548.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	195.06
	
	8,353.91

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	657.19
	
	7,696.72

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	616.70
	
	7,080.02

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	6,772.58

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	344.46
	
	6,428.12

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	6,120.68

	WCBC (m9 - commercial refuse)  
	1-Mar-23
	D/D
	78.92
	
	6,041.76

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	857.45
	
	5,184.31

	Transfer from business savings 
	14-Mar-23
	
	
	5,000.00
	10,184.31

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Jan)
	15-Mar-23
	4745
	891.74
	
	9,292.57

	Rhos CC (Santa Sleigh - ECC portion of cost)
	15-Mar-23
	4746
	220.00
	
	9,072.57

	Monies collected - Santa Sleigh (offset above)
	15-Mar-23
	
	
	73.80
	9,146.37

	Viking (cleaning items etc > for the Parish Hall)
	16-Mar-23
	4747
	77.92
	
	9,068.45

	Bryn Jones (March salary)
	22-Mar-23
	4748
	1,730.71
	
	7,337.74

	Viking (stationery)
	22-Mar-23
	4749
	131.69
	
	7,206.05

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	23-Mar-23
	4750
	152.23
	
	7,053.82

	WCBC (HY inst - Insp & maint of play areas)
	24-Mar-23
	4751
	1,997.40
	
	5,056.42

	Transfer from business savings 
	28-Mar-23
	
	
	3,000.00
	8,056.42

	WCBC - Q3 school crossing patrol
	30-Mar-23
	4752
	1,374.00
	
	6,682.42

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	759.33
	
	5,923.09

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	6-Mar-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	5,668.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	5,360.83

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	210.42
	
	5,150.41

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	135.03
	
	5,015.38

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	4,707.94

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	151.57
	
	4,556.37

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Mar-23
	D/D
	595.48
	
	3,960.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	1,958.45
	
	2,002.44

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	152.98
	
	1,849.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	100.00
	
	1,749.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	1,442.02

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	251.58
	
	1,190.44

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 31/3)
	31-Mar-23
	
	
	700.00
	1,890.44


Imprest Account (08/03/2023 > 31/03/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 48 o/t)
	6-Mar-23
	1844
	135.03
	
	-2,080.04

	Transfer from current
	2-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	41.20
	-2,038.84

	Transfer from current
	6-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	293.58
	-1,745.26

	Transfer from current
	7-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	120.01
	-1,625.25

	Transfer from current
	9-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	80.54
	-1,544.71

	Transfer from current
	13-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,237.27

	Transfer from current
	14-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	156.01
	-1,081.26

	Transfer from current
	15-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	195.06
	-886.20

	Transfer from current
	17-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	657.19
	-229.01

	Transfer from current
	20-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	78.43

	Transfer from current
	21-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	344.46
	422.89

	Transfer from current
	27-Feb-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	730.33

	Transfer from current
	1-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	857.45
	1,587.78

	HMRC (5 March)
	10-Mar-23
	1842
	1651.01
	
	-63.23

	Transfer to cash 
	10-Mar-23
	1845
	100.00
	
	-163.23

	L Breeze (wk 49)
	13-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-316.95

	D Jenkins (wk 49)
	13-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-470.67

	L Breeze (wk 49 tax adj HMRC)
	13-Mar-23
	1846
	18.00
	
	-488.67

	D Jenkins (wk 49 o/t & call out payment)
	13-Mar-23
	1847
	137.71
	
	-626.38

	D Jenkins - correct Bank error 6/2 (see stmt)
	13-Mar-23
	1848
	13.86
	
	-640.24

	L Breeze (wk 50)
	20-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-793.96

	D Jenkins (wk 50)
	20-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-947.68

	L Breeze (wk 50 o/t)
	20-Mar-23
	1849
	117.18
	
	-1,064.86

	D Jenkins (wk 50 tax adj HMRC)
	20-Mar-23
	1850
	17.80
	
	-1,082.66

	L Breeze (wk 51)
	27-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,236.38

	D Jenkins (wk 51)
	27-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,390.10

	L Breeze (wk 51 o/t)
	27-Mar-23
	1851
	119.05
	
	-1,509.15

	D Jenkins (wk 51 o/t)
	27-Mar-23
	1852
	132.53
	
	-1,641.68

	Transfer from current
	2-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	759.33
	-882.35

	Transfer from current
	6-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-574.91

	Transfer from current
	7-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	210.42
	-364.49

	Transfer from current
	8-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	135.03
	-229.46

	Transfer from current
	13-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	77.98

	Transfer from current
	16-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	151.57
	229.55

	Transfer from current
	20-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	1,958.45
	2,188.00

	Transfer from current
	21-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	152.98
	2,340.98

	Transfer from current
	23-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	100.00
	2,440.98

	Transfer from current
	27-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	2,748.42

	Transfer from current
	28-Mar-23
	Auto tfr
	
	251.58
	3,000.00


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (08/03/2023 > 31/03/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	27-Jan-23
	
	24.05
	
	
	22.43
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	10-Mar-23
	
	
	100.00
	
	122.43
	

	ALCC (Clerk membership) 2023/24 - via BJ
	14-Mar-23
	
	50.00
	
	
	72.43
	

	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	20-Mar-23
	
	24.05
	
	
	48.38
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
              31/03/2023

23,712.41

             

Current Account
                 

31/03/2023      
   
  1,890.44
Imprest Account
                

31/03/2023    

  3,000.00
Petty Cash Account
              

31/03/2023
   
       48.38  









            £28,651.23
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	20-Feb-23
	
	
	696.00
	14,654.87

	Paige Street Dance (Feb)
	20-Feb-23
	
	
	30.00
	14,684.87

	Playgroup
	27-Feb-23
	
	
	110.00
	14,794.87

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Jan) 
	28-Feb-23
	
	
	80.00
	14,874.87

	Caia Park Partnership (Jan)
	28-Feb-23
	
	
	35.00
	14,909.87

	Aikido Class (Feb) 
	28-Feb-23
	
	
	40.00
	14,949.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	20-Mar-23
	
	
	505.00
	15,454.87

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	7-Mar-23
	
	
	360.00
	15,814.87

	Caia Park Partnership (Feb)
	15-Mar-23
	
	
	70.00
	15,884.87

	Playgroup
	27-Mar-23
	
	
	110.00
	15,994.87

	Moo Music (for 28/3)
	28-Mar-23
	
	
	24.00
	16,018.87

	Aikido Class (Mar) 
	28-Mar-23
	
	
	60.00
	16,078.87

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Dec) 
	29-Mar-23
	
	
	80.00
	16,158.87

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 31/3)
	31-Mar-23
	
	700.00
	
	15,458.87

	Paige Street Dance (Mar)
	31-Mar-23
	
	
	40.00
	15,498.87

	Caia Park Partnership (Mar)
	31-Mar-23
	
	
	35.00
	15,533.87


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Bushra Ali (party)
	5-Mar-23
	3186
	
	59.00
	372.71
	

	Hannah Wells (deposit kids party 15/4)
	6-Mar-23
	3187
	
	10.00
	382.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-Mar-23
	3188
	
	15.00
	397.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	7-Mar-23
	3189
	
	15.00
	412.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Mar-23
	3190
	
	15.00
	427.71
	

	Nicole Jones (deposit kids party 21/5)
	12-Mar-23
	3191
	
	10.00
	437.71
	

	Kim Moo Music
	14-Mar-23
	3192
	
	20.00
	457.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-Mar-23
	3193
	
	15.00
	472.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	14-Mar-23
	3194
	
	10.00
	482.71
	

	Rhian Cox (deposit kids party 26/3)
	15-Mar-23
	3195
	
	10.00
	492.71
	

	Hannah Wells (kids party 15/4)
	15-Mar-23
	3196
	
	29.00
	521.71
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed x 2)
	15-Mar-23
	3197
	
	25.00
	546.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	15-Mar-23
	3198
	
	15.00
	561.71
	

	Rachel Jarvis (deposit kids party 20/5)
	15-Mar-23
	3199
	
	10.00
	571.71
	

	Jess Pritchard (kids party)
	18-Mar-23
	3200
	
	29.00
	600.71
	

	Transfer to current 
	20-Mar-23
	
	
	
	95.71
	505.00

	Coffee for the Parish Hall
	20-Mar-23
	
	14.00
	
	81.71
	

	Jess Pritchard (add deposit kids party 14/5)
	21-Mar-23
	3201
	
	10.00
	91.71
	

	Kim Moo Music
	21-Mar-23
	3202
	
	20.00
	111.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	21-Mar-23
	3203
	
	15.00
	126.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	21-Mar-23
	3204
	
	12.50
	139.21
	

	Indoor Bowls
	22-Mar-23
	3205
	
	15.00
	154.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	24-Mar-23
	3206
	
	25.00
	179.21
	

	Mandy Roberts - Church bingo
	24-Mar-23
	3207
	
	22.50
	201.71
	

	Rhian Cox (kids party)
	26-Mar-23
	3208
	
	29.00
	230.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-Mar-23
	3209
	
	15.00
	245.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	28-Mar-23
	3210
	
	15.00
	260.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	29-Mar-23
	3211
	
	15.00
	275.71
	

	Sian Arkenshall (deposit kids party 8/7)
	30-Mar-23
	3212
	
	10.00
	285.71
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	30-Mar-23
	
	
	105.10
	390.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	31-Mar-23
	3213
	
	25.00
	415.81
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              31/03/2023

     15,533.87

     


Petty Cash Account



31/03/2023
    
          415.81       











 £15,949.68

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted (see Chair’s announcement – above)  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicola Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – none > but Cllr Penk read out an e-mail received from Cllr Nat Cargius regarding his apologies due to a medical emergency. The Clerk was asked to wish Cllr Cargius: “all the best and a speedy recovery”. Action: Clerk
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) Cllr Pritchard gave a brief update on the SG Estates development off Wrexham Road, although, whilst the development was proceeding apace, there was not much information to share with the Council at the present time. Members advised that the National Trust are looking to progress with the installation of three new footbridges over Glanrafon Brook, which would form part of a new pathway ‘behind’ the ongoing development. The Council were advised that Cllr Pritchard did not support the possibility of opening-up the area by the gate, for car parking. Cllr Pritchard confirmed that his monthly CC Report section would include a regular update on the ongoing work at the SG Estates development.
ii) Councillors advised that Llwyneinion Woods was now formally registered as a Village Green – see correspondence item (n), below.
iii) Investigations are being made as to why traffic lights have suddenly appeared on the Felin Puleston hill – apart from having dug a hole in the carriageway, no other work appeared to be going on. It is hoped that the lights will be gone in a day or two.
iv) Cllr Pritchard has been made aware of proposed works on two fields just beyond the A483. Whilst this development is in the ECC Pentrebychan ward, and therefore in WCBC Cllr Paul Pemberton’s ward, Cllr Pritchard is aware of the outline plans, and would expect the Community Council to be formally advised in the next week or two. The Clerk and Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that Novus had booked the Parish Hall for the afternoon of the 11th of May for a community consultation event, at which they will share details of the proposal with local residents. It is very much hoped that detailed information will have been received by the Community Council ahead of the said meeting. Cllr Pritchard asked that all Councillors make an effort to attend on the 11th of May.
v) Cllr Phil Penk asked if the entrance to the newly spruced-up entrance onto the Manor Farm path opposite the entrance to Esless would, when complete, be more disable-friendly. Cllr Pritchard advised that, once the outstanding work had been completed, this would be re-visited with WCBC. Perhaps the paving along the access could be dropped to facilitate easier access, although the steps could present a further problem further along. All agreed that the recently carried-out work had greatly improved matters, especially with regard to sightlines along the main road when exiting the pathway.
vi) Upon being asked, Cllr Pritchard advised that he was very hopeful that the proposed works under the Active Travel grant would be proceeding as planned and he hoped that a further, positive, update could be given to the Council in June.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th March 2023 - unanimously ratified
6.
 Ratification of minutes from the RPHT meeting of Monday 13th March 2023 - unanimously ratified

7.
 Ratification of minutes from the S137 meeting of Monday 27th March 2023 - unanimously ratified

8
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 5th of April 2023 – Cllr John Perkins:
Present:- PC Lucia Pritchard, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.     

Police investigations are ongoing regarding the recent incidents of thefts from vans and cars. Further information is believed to have been furnished to NWP regarding the ‘white transit van’ that’s been spotted on numerous occasions by residents, driving around Rhostyllen at unusual hours > late at night.
ASB > further to recent anti social behaviour at the Memorial Gardens, it is hoped that matters have quietened down somewhat and Lucia confirms that NWP officers patrol the area every now and again. 

Cllr Perkins mentioned a recent rise in the number of door-to-door salesmen > Lucia advised that NWP are aware. Some extra detail shared with the Council.
Lucia confirmed that the vehicle (Seat Ibiza) flagged up previously with suspected false plates, was legal and all in order.

Once again all present mentioned concerns regarding dog fouling and ‘aggressive/ over friendly’ dogs off the lead. Dog fouling, in the main, is the responsibility of the WCBC Enforcement team. The Clerk said that he’d been made aware of continued fouling on marked pitches – especially the Rhostyllen FC pitch and adjoining park. Along the margins of the disused railway line path is also an area of concern, with School Street and the Black Path also being mentioned. Action: the Clerk was instructed to try and get more regular visits to Esclusham of the WCBC Enforcement team.
In addition, Cllr Perkins mentioned the strange incident of pink chalk marks on pavements. It is his understanding that these marks are linked to dog thefts, and confirms that he is liaising with North Wales Police.
b) Spring Road – Cllr Mark Pritchard advised that he had recently re-visited this long-standing matter and asked that members leave things with him for a further month or two to see if a satisfactory outcome can be achieved. Members unanimously agreed to leave the matter with Cllr Pritchard, with a further update requested for the June or July meeting. Action: Clerk to be on diary to re-visit with the Local Elected Member ahead of the June meeting of the Community Council.
Action Plan: Cllr Phil Penk advised the Council that he was now working alongside the Clerk in looking to sort out a new BT contract as from 2023. Following lengthy telephone conversations, he has secured a more reasonable monthly cost and fuller details will be shared with members when all signed-off and complete. 
9. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0118 – “Notification of demolition works – prior notification for demolition of bungalow” being The Bungalow, Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AD. Grid ref: E331346 N348759. Already circulated and as responses requested by the 28th of March, this being prior to the next Council meeting on the 17th of April, comments asked for by Friday the 24thof March. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 24/3 that Esclusham Community Council have no objections to/nor comments on, the application. Noted
P/2023/0096 – application for a “Single storey front extension” at the Esclusham Bowling Club, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses asked for by the 5th of April, this being prior to the next Council meeting on the 17th of April, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by Monday the 3rdof April. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 3/4 that Esclusham Community Council have no objections to the application. Noted 
P/2022/0277 (amended) – application re: “reserved matters pursuant to outline planning permission P/2019/0829 (access appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) – erection of dwelling” at Hillcroft, Wrexham Road, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk
P/2023/0136 – application for the “construction of footpath, Active Travel route and pedestrian access, siting of cycle stand, engineering works to create wildlife habitat and associate landscaping and drainage” at Hafod House Farm, Hafod, Ruabon, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application and support the overall scheme. Action: Clerk
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2022/1011 – application for a “variation of conditions 2 and 9 of appeal decision H6955/A/16/316115 (P/2016/0225) to amend site layout (in retrospect)” at The Pennant, Fennant Road, Ponciau, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2022/1027 – application for a “new grid connection for battery storage facility” at the Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham LL14 4HY. Granted with conditions. Noted
10.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – ‘Local Development Plan’. WCBC has received the Inspector’s Report on the Wrexham LDP 2013/28 and this will be sent to the Executive Board and Full Council seeking adoption. E-mail containing a summary from WCBC, together with links to a covering letter and the report/appendix (A), forwarded to members on the 8th of March. Approval of the final adoption of the LDP is required by WCBC within 8 weeks of the date of the report. Noted
b) Esclusham Bowling Club – letter thanking the Community Council for the £2k payment, previously received from WCBC, which was allocated to assist with green maintenance for 2022. The letter details how the money was used over the year and also gives some information on the current membership numbers. As in recent years, a request is made that the Community Council considers awarding this annual payment once again for 2023/24.Letter shared with members. The aforementioned figure has already been allowed for in the draft budget for 2023/24 under ‘Community Facilities’ (10.2). As in recent years, the Clerk would suggest that payment be made in two tranches > April & October. Noted and the Clerk was instructed to issue the first cheque of £1,000 and to be on diary for October 2023 re the second tranche. Action: Clerk
c) Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – letter from the Executive Producer, Camilla King, detailing some background to the Eisteddfod together with information on the ongoing work done year-on-year. The letter also asks if the Community Council can consider making a donation, financially and/or ideologically towards the 2023 event. As the 2023/24 S137 meeting was held in late March, and this request is made for a 2023 event, members considered the request at the present meeting. Noted – no further action as per what agreed at the S137 meeting > as minutes: “It was agreed to abide to a decision taken in previous years in that the Community Council should not fund national organisations nor, unless exceptionally and unanimously agreed, requests from outside Esclusham”. 
d) WCBC – ‘Proposed diversion of Esclusham Below footpath 9 and an unrecorded footpath leading from Holy Trinity Church to the level crossing on the Shrewsbury to Chester railway line’. Letter detailing precise proposed action, together with a plan relating to the area in question, shared with the Council. Comments requested by the 28th of April. Noted and the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC support the proposed course of action. Although, whilst not directly connected, this support was subject to the three planned bridges being built over Glanrafon Brook by, it is understood, the National Trust. Action: Clerk
e) AVOW – ‘Wrexham Place Making Strategy’. Invitation from WCBC to attend an event on the 27th of March to be part of the place making strategy. A copy of the draft ‘Central Wrexham Placemaking Plan’ attached. E-mail, together with the aforementioned plan, forwarded to members on the 15/3. Noted – all were made aware.
f) Wrexham Area Civic Society – invitation to attend the AGM to be held on the 20th of April at St Giles’ Parish Church. Invitation and associated paperwork shared with members. In addition, details of a talk to be held on the 10th of May on: “Wrexham, the Racecourse and Wales .. in 10 objects”. Details shared – page 2. Noted and all reminded of the dates.
g) One Voice Wales – correspondence and attached paperwork detailing the benefits of membership of OVW and offering a 50% discounted membership rate for the first year > a full price membership fee would be £553 and with a 50% reduction for year 1 = £276.50. Action required: Council to make a decision whether or not to join OVW. Copy of OVW letter shared with members. Following discussion, the Council unanimously agreed that ECC would not, for the forthcoming year, take up the offer of membership of OVW.
h) Cllr Vic Davies – resignation from the Community Council. Letter shared with members. Noted and the Clerk was instructed to write to ex-Cllr Davies to thank him for his contribution whilst on the Community Council. Action: Clerk. Prior to instructing the Clerk to set in motion co-option procedures, instruction was given to ask the Monitoring Officer, Linda Roberts at WCBC, if positions within the Esclusham wards could be moved from one to another. Once guidance is received, the Clerk is to look at filling the vacancy by co-option. Action: In the first instance, the Clerk is to write to the Monitoring Officer to ask if the above course of action is within the Community Council’s remit.
i) WCBC – information on the WCBC Council Plan for 2023/28, E-mail, along with a link to the survey, forwarded to Councillors on the 27/3. Noted
j) WCBC – streetnames for phase (1) part of the new development on National Trust land off Wrexham Road. After input from WCBC, ECC and, it is understood, the developer, it has been decided that the first three streets will be named:

Gerddi’r Plas/ Manor Gardens

Rhodfa Squire/ Squire Walks

Ffordd Hutton/ Hutton Way
In addition, WCBC ask that ECC make further suggestions for consideration in respect of the next phase of the development. Copy e-mail confirming/requesting the above shared with members. Action required: Look to make suggestion for (say) a further three streets. Noted and the Clerk was instructed to ask WCBC if more time could be given to enable the formulating of a response. Action: Clerk.
k) WCBC – letter regarding the proposed use of the Parish Hall as a Polling Station for forthcoming elections. Copy shared with members. This is accompanied by a questionnaire, which requires completion by the 14th of April, but sooner if able. The Clerk has completed with all the relevant information and, upon receipt by WCBC, a follow-up visit will be undertaken by a member of the Electoral Services Team. The Clerk shared the gist of the response with the Council. Noted 
l) WCBC - non-domestic Demand Notice for the financial year 2023/24 re the Parish Hall.





RHOSTYLLEN PARISH HALL TRUST

Charge for Period - £6,553.75




Mandatory Charity Rate Relief - £5,243.00 Cr

Discretionary Charity Top Up - £1,310.75 Cr




AMOUNT PAYABLE - £0.00 (for information only) Noted
m) AVOW – annual membership of £15.00 due. ECC already an Associate Member and cheque for £15 issued for 2023/24. Noted
n) WCBC – copy of the Commons Register received confirming that the Llwyneinion Woods site is registered as a Village Green. Information shared with the Council. The e-mail also explains the position regarding the ownership of the said land > this having been owned by the Crown Estate since 2006. Noted > a pleasing outcome although there are still some outstanding issues to be resolved.
11.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Wales Audit – Letter from Audit Wales enclosing the completed Certified Annual Returns to y/e 31st March 2021 and 31st March 2022.

Copies herewith:

Certified Annual Return for 2020/2021 > please note the ‘Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report signed on the 14th of March 2023.

Certified Annual Return for 2021/2022 > please note the ‘Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report signed on the 14th of March 2023.

A ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ will be displayed on all ECC noticeboards and website for a minimum of 14 days. 

Noted > the Clerk explained that there had been a substantial delay in completing the accounts due 
the Covid 19 pandemic, but that both outstanding returns had now been received.

CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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