ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 15th May 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Jean Kelly, Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering, Richard Elias, Claire Luckock, 
Nat Cargius, Darcy Davies-Williams, Val Morgan & John Perkins
Apologies: Cllrs Sarah Love, Gemma Richards, Mark Pritchard & Nicci Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Sarah Love, Gemma Richards, Mark Pritchard & Nicci Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements – “Thank you for nominating me to continue in the role”

Cllr Elias made a statement as to the Council’s financial position: 
In view of the substantial shortfall in the 2022/23 annual accounts, together with the recent, and possibly future, increase in costs, especially staffing and utilities, Cllr Elias proposes that ECC make a request to the RPHT trustees as follows:
i) a one-off payment of £3,000 – this was mooted in early 2022/23 when consideration was to be given to making a request for a payment later in the financial year – this was never done.


ii) increasing the quarterly payments from £750 to £1,000


The Council unanimously support this course of action and the Clerk was instructed to place on the RPHT agenda for the June meeting. Action: Clerk


Cllr Elias reminded all present that the Council’s reserves should stand at 25% of the Precept.

3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 17th April 2023  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (01/04/2023 > 10/05/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	1,890.44

	Transfer from business savings 
	3-Apr-23
	
	
	5,000.00
	6,890.44

	WCBC - Q4 (2022/23) school crossing patrol
	3-Apr-23
	4753
	1,374.00
	
	5,516.44

	1st Esclusham Scout Group
	3-Apr-23
	4754
	100.00
	
	5,416.44

	Bersham Cricket Club
	3-Apr-23
	4755
	100.00
	
	5,316.44

	Bronwylfa WI
	3-Apr-23
	4756
	100.00
	
	5,216.44

	Esclusham Community Fete Group
	3-Apr-23
	4757
	100.00
	
	5,116.44

	Esclusham Community Gardens Group
	3-Apr-23
	4758
	100.00
	
	5,016.44

	Esclusham Indoor Bowling Club
	3-Apr-23
	4759
	100.00
	
	4,916.44

	Esclusham Mothers Union
	3-Apr-23
	4760
	100.00
	
	4,816.44

	Friends of RPHT
	3-Apr-23
	4761
	100.00
	
	4,716.44

	Rhostyllen Ki Aikido Club
	3-Apr-23
	4762
	100.00
	
	4,616.44

	Rhostyllen Playgroup
	3-Apr-23
	4763
	100.00
	
	4,516.44

	Tabernacle Presbytarian Church
	3-Apr-23
	4764
	100.00
	
	4,416.44

	Tuesday Club
	3-Apr-23
	4765
	100.00
	
	4,316.44

	Transfer from business savings 
	17-Apr-23
	
	
	8,000.00
	12,316.44

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	17-Apr-23
	4766
	152.23
	
	12,164.21

	Esclusham Bowling Club (tranche 1)
	19-Apr-23
	4767
	1,000.00
	
	11,164.21

	Viking (stationery)
	19-Apr-23
	4768
	79.64
	
	11,084.57

	Cheque destroyed - error
	19-Apr-23
	4769
	0.00
	
	11,084.57

	Bryn Jones (April salary)
	24-Apr-23
	4770
	1,730.91
	
	9,353.66

	Viking (small fridge for Parish Hall > tea room)
	24-Apr-23
	4771
	129.54
	
	9,224.12

	Transfer from business savings 
	26-Apr-23
	
	
	7,000.00
	16,224.12

	Viking (stationery)
	2-May-23
	4772
	77.86
	
	16,146.26

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	2-May-23
	4773
	152.23
	
	15,994.03

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	3-Apr-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	15,912.78

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall - Q4 2022/23)
	3-Apr-23
	D/D
	1,276.78
	
	14,636.00

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	14,328.56

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	66.12
	
	14,262.44

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Apr-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	14,007.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	185.25
	
	13,822.37

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	13,514.93

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	934.91
	
	12,580.02

	BT
	17-Apr-23
	D/D
	208.74
	
	12,371.28

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,063.84

	Transfer to Imprest
	18-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	64.56
	
	11,999.28

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	110.50
	
	11,888.78

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Q4 2022/23)
	20-Apr-23
	D/D
	2,774.58
	
	9,114.20

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	9,099.20

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Apr-23
	D/D
	701.12
	
	8,398.08

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	787.44
	
	7,610.64

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	145.24
	
	7,465.40

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	154.25
	
	7,311.15

	ICO registration (renewal)
	28-Apr-23
	D/D
	35.00
	
	7,276.15


Imprest Account (01/04/2023 > 10/05/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Opening balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	3,000.00

	L Breeze (wk 52)
	3-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	2,846.28

	D Jenkins (wk 52)
	3-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	2,692.56

	L Breeze (wk 52 o/t)  
	3-Apr-23
	1853
	185.25
	
	2,507.31

	D Jenkins (wk 52 o/t & tax adj HMRC) 
	3-Apr-23
	1854
	66.12
	
	2,441.19

	HMRC (5 April)
	6-Apr-23
	1855
	934.91
	
	1,506.28

	AVOW (annual membership)
	6-Apr-23
	1856
	15.00
	
	1,491.28

	L Breeze (wk 1)
	11-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,337.56

	D Jenkins (wk 1)
	11-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,183.84

	L Breeze (wk 2)
	17-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,030.12

	D Jenkins (wk 2)
	17-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	876.40

	L Breeze (wk 2 o/t)
	17-Apr-23
	1857
	64.56
	
	811.84

	D Jenkins (wk 2 o/t)
	17-Apr-23
	1858
	110.50
	
	701.34

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 005)
	19-Apr-23
	1859
	480.00
	
	221.34

	L Breeze (wk 3)
	24-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	67.62

	D Jenkins (wk 3)
	24-Apr-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-86.10

	L Breeze (wk 3 o/t)
	24-Apr-23
	1860
	145.24
	
	-231.34

	D Jenkins (wk 3 o/t)
	24-Apr-23
	1861
	154.25
	
	-385.59

	Transfer to cash
	24-Apr-23
	1862
	140.00
	
	-525.59

	L Breeze (wk 4)
	1-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-679.31

	D Jenkins (wk 4)
	1-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-833.03

	L Breeze (wk 4 o/t)
	2-May-23
	1863
	90.16
	
	-923.19

	D Jenkins (wk 4 o/t)
	2-May-23
	1864
	68.08
	
	-991.27

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 010)
	3-May-23
	1866
	280.00
	
	-1,271.27

	Transfer from current
	3-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-963.83

	Transfer from current
	4-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	66.12
	-897.71

	Transfer from current
	6-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	185.25
	-712.46

	Transfer from current
	11-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-405.02

	Transfer from current
	14-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	934.91
	529.89

	Transfer from current
	17-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	837.33

	Transfer from current
	18-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	64.56
	901.89

	Transfer from current
	19-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	110.50
	1,012.39

	Transfer from current
	20-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	1,027.39

	Transfer from current
	24-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	787.44
	1,814.83

	Transfer from current
	25-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	145.24
	1,960.07

	Transfer from current
	26-Apr-23
	Auto tfr
	
	154.25
	2,114.32

	L Breeze (wk 5)
	8-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,960.60

	D Jenkins (wk 5)
	8-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,806.88

	HMRC (5 May)
	9-May-23
	1865
	719.41
	
	1,087.47

	D Jenkins (wk 5 o/t)
	9-May-23
	1867
	59.62
	
	1,027.85


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (01/04/2023 > 10/05/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	48.38
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	24-Apr-23
	
	
	140.00
	188.38
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 

31/03/2023

 40,084.41 

             

Current Account
                 

28/04/2023        
   
   7,276.15 
Imprest Account
                

28/04/2023
    
   1,027.85
Petty Cash Account
              

10/05/2023
   
      188.38
           






          


           £48,576.79       
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	15,533.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	17-Apr-23
	
	
	415.00
	15,948.87

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Feb & Mar) 
	6-Apr-23
	
	
	180.00
	16,128.87

	Playgroup
	25-Apr-23
	
	
	110.00
	16,238.87

	Aikido Class (Apr) 
	25-Apr-23
	
	
	54.00
	16,292.87


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	415.81
	

	Rhi Steele (Kids party)
	2-Apr-23
	3214
	
	29.00
	444.81
	

	Tuesday Club
	4-Apr-23
	3215
	
	18.00
	462.81
	

	Charlie Wright (deposit kids party 16/4)
	4-Apr-23
	3216
	
	10.00
	472.81
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	4-Apr-23
	3217
	
	18.00
	490.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	5-Apr-23
	3218
	
	18.00
	508.81
	

	Tuesday Club
	11-Apr-23
	3219
	
	18.00
	526.81
	

	Emma Davies (deposit kids party 1/7)
	14-Apr-23
	3220
	
	10.00
	536.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	14-Apr-23
	3221
	
	24.00
	560.81
	

	Claire Smith (kids party)
	16-Apr-23
	3223
	
	43.00
	603.81
	

	Transfer to current 
	17-Apr-23
	
	
	
	188.81
	415.00

	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	17-Apr-23
	
	30.49
	
	158.32
	

	Shelley Fox [Street Vibez) - bingo 21/4
	17-Apr-23
	3224
	
	30.00
	188.32
	

	Kim Moo Music
	18-Apr-23
	3225
	
	24.00
	212.32
	

	Tuesday Club
	18-Apr-23
	3226
	
	18.00
	230.32
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	18-Apr-23
	3227
	
	18.00
	248.32
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	21-Apr-23
	3228
	
	30.00
	278.32
	

	Jess Moreton (kids party)
	22-Apr-23
	3229
	
	29.00
	307.32
	

	Stacey Evans (kids party)
	23-Apr-23
	3230
	
	39.00
	346.32
	

	Weed killer for the Parish Hall (car park etc)
	24-Apr-23
	
	13.50
	
	332.82
	

	Kim Moo Music
	25-Apr-23
	3231
	
	24.00
	356.82
	

	Tuesday Club
	25-Apr-23
	3232
	
	18.00
	374.82
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	25-Apr-23
	3233
	
	18.00
	392.82
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	26-Apr-23
	3234
	
	18.00
	410.82
	

	Parquet adhesive (for main Hall floor tiles)
	27-Apr-23
	
	20.49
	
	390.33
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	27-Apr-23
	
	
	107.10
	497.43
	

	Jess Pritchard (balance kids party 14/5)
	27-Apr-23
	3235
	
	19.00
	516.43
	

	Charlotte Roberts (deposit kids party 19/11)
	2-May-23
	3236
	
	10.00
	526.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	2-May-23
	3237
	
	18.00
	544.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	2-May-23
	3238
	
	18.00
	562.43
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	5-May-23
	3239
	
	30.00
	592.43
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
          28/04/2023

  16,292.87   

              

Petty Cash Account


          10/05/2023
                     592.43   






       




            £16,885.30

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr JEAN KELLY
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Sarah Love, Gemma Richards, Mark Pritchard & Nicci Davies-Williams 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Kelly thanked her fellow Councillors for the nomination as Chair. 
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – n/a as Cllr Mark Pritchard has given apologies.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 17th April 2023 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 3rd of May 2023 – Cllr Graham Blackmore

Present: no NWP officers in attendance. Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.   

Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk, Bryn Jones discussed some matters, as mentioned below. Subsequently, apologies received regarding the NWP no-show via PC Lucia Pritchard, who, along with new PCSO Gethin Thomas met-up with the Clerk a few days later.

Burglary > Cllr Blackmore mentioned the recent break-in and theft at, it is understood, the Man Lee restaurant in Rhostyllen. Apparently the getaway car was parked on School Street and two suspects, wearing balaclavas, are shown on CCTV walking across the road, through the rear entrance towards the aforementioned property. This scenario was confirmed by Lucia when she later met-up with the Clerk. Apparently another break-in occurred in the Bryn Offa area. Items taken at both addresses.

ASB: Recent issues at the Memorial Gardens appear to have been sorted. Lucia also confirmed that, as far as she was aware, there was no ongoing ASB. Although this matter may require re-visiting.
ASB: Still the odd occurrence at the football ground and Lucia confirms that NWP undertake regular patrols.

Theft at the allotment site: The Clerk mentioned the theft of two storage boxes from the allotment site and, subsequently, Lucia confirms that the matter has been reported to NWP. She will endeavour to speak with the CGA Chair/Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard.

The Clerk and PC Lucia Pritchard discussed the NWP no-show at the 3rd of May meeting which had arisen due to the assigned PCSO being re-assigned at the last minute, and omitting to inform ECC. This is disappointing.
In addition to the above, read out by Cllr Blackmore, Cllr Nat Cargius gave some detail as to difficulty encountered in reporting, via 101, a stolen number plate to NWP.
b) Electric Vehicles – charging points. Cllr Phil Penk asked that this matter be placed on the June agenda as he had not, as yet, met-up with his proposed contact. Action: Clerk > June agenda.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0175 – application for the “installation and operation of battery storage facility and ancillary development” on land to north of Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham.  Already circulated and as responses requested by the 12th of May, this being just prior to the next Council meeting on the 15th of May, an extension was requested, and granted, for comments by the 16th of May. Members reminded that an application has previously been approved for a battery storage scheme at this location (P/2021/0441), however an updated application is required to reflect minor design changes. Following discussion, the Clerk is instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application > by the 16/5. Action: Clerk.
P/2023/0265 – application being “prior notification for proposed 5G telecoms installation; 15m high ‘slimline’ H3G street pole with cabinets and ancillary works” on land at Amanda Grove, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Grid ref: E331241.1/N348674.24. Already circulated. Councillors, reminded that this is a case where the General Permitted Development Order approves the development and the Council (WCBC) is being asked to approve siting and appearance only. If WCBC does not refuse the application by the 19th of June 2023, it is automatically approved. 
Whilst some concern was expressed regarding its proposed siting on the corner of a residential street, members are aware/were reminded that this particular location has been deemed the most suitable within Rhostyllen. Discounted locations being as listed on page 9 of the ‘5G Site Specific Supplementary Information and Planning Justification Statement’. In addition, members have also been made aware of the supporting documentation with the application, particularly the ‘Mobile UK briefing note: 5G and Health’. Councillors are in agreement that a suitable location for a 5G telecommunications installation within Rhostyllen can but be of benefit to all residents. Following discussion, the Council instructed the Clerk to advise WCBC that, whilst there are concerns regarding the possible visual impact of the pole and associated cabinets at the junction of two residential streets, there are no particular planning objections from the Community Council.

Action: Clerk.
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2023/0096 – application for a “single storey front extension” at the Esclusham Bowling Club, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2023/0118 – application of “prior notification for demolition of bungalow” being The Bungalow, Henblas Road, Rhostyllen Wrexham. Demolition will take place in strict accordance with the conditions listed. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Bronwylfa WI – “thank you” re S137 cheque. The Clerk read out content. Noted
b) Novus Renewable Services Ltd – correspondence regarding the proposed ‘Energy Storage Development’ on land at Bersham, Wrexham LL13 0UU. Letter, plan and the covering e-mail sent to all Councillors on the 21st April – copies in the agenda pack. In addition to the information received, Novus are hosting a community consultation event at the Parish Hall on Thursday the 11th of May from 1:30pm until 5:30pm. All members asked to attend if able > feedback can be given.
The Clerk advised members that, further to the community consultation event held on the 11th of May, a ‘community public meeting’ has been arranged by some local residents for Friday the 19th of May and all Councillors have been invited to attend. Many, but not all, of Councillors present confirmed that they had attended last Thursday’s event. For the present, members of the Council wished to listen to all views and most intend attending Friday’s meeting.
c) Esclusham Mothers Union – “thank you” re S137 cheque. The Clerk read out content. Noted
d) WCBC – SLA for the ‘Provision of a School Holiday Playwork Project. The Community Council requested, and has been granted, a bespoke arrangement consisting of 3 hour sessions x 4 days a week (Tuesday to Friday) over the six week summer holiday = 24 sessions in total. The cost for this arrangement is, as previously advised, £4,815.25. Members reminded that the budget figure for 2023/24 is £3,900.00 but, as in recent years, it is expected that a Welsh Government contribution will reduce the proposed cost by some margin. In 2022/23 this amounted to a reduction of some £650. 
The Clerk was instructed to sign the SLA on behalf of Esclusham Community Council. Action:Clerk
e) Bersham Cricket Club – “thank you” re S137 cheque. The Clerk read out content. Noted
f) Lightsource bp – correspondence regarding a proposed solar project in the vicinity of Coedpoeth. Copy of the e-mail shared with all Councillors. Members reminded of the initial contact from this company in late 2021, when many residents received a Community Information pack. The Clerk’s e-mail to all Councillors, dated the 12th of October 2021, contained an original e-mail from Richard Turner of Lightsource bp, along with a copy of the Community Information pack (E & W). The Clerk suggested that Councillors re-acquaint themselves with this document ahead of the Council meeting, and forwarded, for information, via e-mail. Councillors noted that latest missive advises that “there have been significant changes including the removal of the majority of the ‘Best and Most Versatile (BMV) land from the site’s boundary. The Clerk confirmed that he had requested an up-to-date plan, which has been promised in the next week or two. Cllr Phil Penk, as then Chair, also advises that he has spoken with a representative of Lightsource bp, and is able to confirm that changes have been made to the original plan. Members advised that some 20% (max) of the proposed Solar farm now sits within Esclusham Community. The Company are to send out details of their stakeholder engagement plans and the Clerk confirmed that these will be shared with the Council upon receipt.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) RPHT AGM arranged for 6:30pm on the 12th of June. Action: Clerk to be on diary to send out an agenda w/c 5th June.
b).Vacancy – Aberoer ward, following the resignation of ex-Cllr Vic Davies. Further to what was discussed at the April meeting, the Clerk shared guidance received from the WCBC Monitoring Officer, Linda Roberts, regarding wards within Community Councils. The Community Council are advised that it does not have the power to approve moving a Councillor position from one ward to another. WCBC, as a Principal Council, can consider reviews of community boundaries and/or electoral reviews, but these would be after changes have occurred, not in anticipation of changes.
For the present, the Clerk was instructed to progress Co-Option procedures for a vacancy on Aberoer ward. Action: Clerk.
c) Ki-Aikido class – re S137 cheque 2023/24. The Clerk explained that Toni may be discontinuing his aikido class and, if this is the case, thinks it only fair to return the S137 cheque recently awarded. Action: Clerk to liaise with Toni of the Ki-Aikido class to establish what is to happen moving forward.
d) Development on Wrexham Road (National Trust land).The Community Council unanimously expressed surprise and disappointment that the WCBC Planning Officer dealing with the case was not prepared to meet-up with a representation of ECC to, initially, discuss a collaborative way forward regarding the monitoring of the numerous conditions pertaining to the development now progressing along Wrexham Road. Action: Clerk instructed to write to the WCBC Head of Planning, copying the Chief Executive and Local Elected Member, to place on record the Community Council’s dissatisfaction as to the refusal to engage, even for an initial meeting.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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