ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Wednesday 14th November 2022  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Mark Pritchard, Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering, Nat Cargius, Jean Kelly, John Perkins, Vic Davies & Val Morgan
Apologies: Cllrs Niccy Davies-Williams, Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Claire Luckock, Darcy Davies-Williams & Gemma Richards
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: advised – not present at the meeting
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Phil Penk (Chair and Vice Chair of Finance having given apologies)
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Niccy Davies-Williams, Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Claire Luckock, Darcy Davies-Williams & Gemma Richards

2.
Chair’s announcements – none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th October 2022  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (05/10/2022 > 07/11/2022)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Viking (cleaning materials for the P Hall)
	20-Sep-22
	4696
	81.91
	
	9,905.35

	Transfer from business savings 
	6-Oct-22
	
	
	8,000.00
	17,905.35

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Sep-22
	D/D
	254.77
	
	17,650.58

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	17,370.86

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	85.91
	
	17,284.95

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	467.61
	
	16,817.34

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	16,537.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	125.07
	
	16,412.55

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	893.92
	
	15,518.63

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Sep-22
	D/D
	658.92
	
	14,859.71

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	14,579.99

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	103.40
	
	14,476.59

	Transfer to Imprest
	22-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	110.51
	
	14,366.08

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	539.72
	
	13,826.36

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	178.01
	
	13,648.35

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	30-Sep-22
	
	
	700.00
	14,348.35

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall) Q3 2022/23)
	30-Sep-22
	D/D
	495.51
	
	13,852.84

	Esclusham Bowling Club (tranche 2)
	10-Oct-22
	4697
	1,000.00
	
	12,852.84

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	13-Oct-22
	4698
	152.23
	
	12,700.61

	Bryn Jones (October salary)
	24-Oct-22
	4699
	1,626.65
	
	11,073.96

	AVOW (Emergency First Aid training 1/12 - LB)
	24-Oct-22
	4700
	27.00
	
	11,046.96

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Sept)
	24-Oct-22
	4701
	1,783.49
	
	9,263.47

	WCBC - uncontested election costs > R
	24-Oct-22
	4702
	161.04
	
	9,102.43

	WCBC - uncontested election costs > B
	24-Oct-22
	4703
	161.04
	
	8,941.39

	WCBC - uncontested election costs > A
	24-Oct-22
	4704
	161.04
	
	8,780.35

	WCBC - uncontested election costs > P
	24-Oct-22
	4705
	161.04
	
	8,619.31

	Transfer from business savings 
	25-Oct-22
	
	
	6,000.00
	14,619.31

	Viking (cleaning materials for the P Hall)
	26-Oct-22
	4706
	11.95
	
	14,607.36


Imprest Account (05/10/2022 > 07/11/2022)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 29/9)
	4-Oct-22
	1797
	260.00
	
	-1,006.96

	Transfer from current
	5-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	-727.24

	Transfer from current
	6-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	85.91
	-641.33

	Transfer from current
	8-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	467.61
	-173.72

	Transfer from current
	12-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	106.00

	Transfer from current
	13-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	125.07
	231.07

	Transfer from current
	15-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	893.92
	1,124.99

	Transfer from current
	20-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	1,404.71

	Transfer from current
	21-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	103.40
	1,508.11

	Transfer from current
	22-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	110.51
	1,618.62

	Transfer from current
	26-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	539.72
	2,158.34

	Transfer from current
	27-Sep-22
	Auto tfr
	
	178.01
	2,336.35

	HMRC (5 October)
	10-Oct-22
	1796
	678.17
	
	1,658.18

	L Breeze (wk 27)
	10-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	1,518.32

	D Jenkins (wk 27)
	10-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	1,378.46

	D Jenkins (wk 27 o/t > First Aid Training)
	10-Oct-22
	1798
	122.13
	
	1,256.33

	L Breeze (wk 28)
	17-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	1,116.47

	D Jenkins (wk 28)
	17-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	976.61

	L Breeze (wk 28 o/t)
	17-Oct-22
	1799
	49.60
	
	927.01

	D Jenkins (wk 28 o/t & tax adj HMRC)
	17-Oct-22
	1800
	72.63
	
	854.38

	Cq 1784 (see 3/10) NOT lost - presented 8/9
	17-Oct-22
	1784
	320.00
	
	534.38

	See note re Garden Gaffer cheque (as 3/10)
	file note
	
	
	
	534.38

	L Breeze (wk 29)
	24-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	394.52

	D Jenkins (wk 29)
	24-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	254.66

	L Breeze (wk 29 o/t)
	24-Oct-22
	1801
	118.96
	
	135.70

	D Jenkins (wk 29 o/t) 
	24-Oct-22
	1802
	128.92
	
	6.78

	WCBC - TEN for Senior Citizens Party
	25-Oct-22
	1803
	21.00
	
	-14.22

	L Breeze (wk 30)
	31-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-154.08

	D Jenkins (wk 30)
	31-Oct-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-293.94

	L Breeze (wk 30 o/t)
	31-Oct-22
	1804
	64.14
	
	-358.08

	D Jenkins (wk 30 o/t & tax adj HMRC) 
	31-Oct-22
	1805
	74.38
	
	-432.46

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 26/10)
	3-Nov-22
	n/a
	0.00
	
	-432.46

	See note re 17/10 > inv for £260 - already paid  
	file note
	
	
	
	-432.46

	L Breeze (wk 31)
	7-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-572.32

	D Jenkins (wk 31)
	7-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-712.18

	D Jenkins (wk 31 o/t)  
	7-Nov-22
	1806
	107.52
	
	-819.70


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (05/10/2022 > 07/11/2022)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Tickets for Mayor's CD Dance - paid via BJ
	3-Oct-22
	
	80.00
	
	
	132.40
	

	Attachments - repair to plaques (MG) - via JP
	10-Oct-22
	
	20.00
	
	
	112.40
	

	Special Delivery re Modification Order via MP
	10-Oct-22
	
	6.85
	
	
	105.55
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 

a) Insurance ECC > Policy in the name of Esclusham Community Council and Fete Committee
HISCOX annual premium of £2,857.67 including IPT, plus broker’s Administration Fee of £50.00 giving a total figure of £2,907.67.  For the current year, 2021/22, the full premium paid last December was £2,771.60. Last year, the Community Council entered into a three year agreement with Hiscox.
Broker recommends renewal with Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd. In addition, the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, via e-mail, proposed that the Community Council renew for Y2 of a three year agreement with Hiscox. Following discussion: Council to follow aforementioned recommendations.
Action: Clerk to advise Gallaghers (broker) that ECC wish to renew the policy with Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd for a further 12 months at the premium quoted. Action: Clerk to issue  a cheque for the premium of £2,907.67.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book









    
     
      £

Business Instant Access Account 
              30/09/2022

 38,626.73

             

Current Account
                 

30/09/2022        
   
 14,607.36
Imprest Account
                

30/09/2022        
                   -819.70


Petty Cash Account
              

07/11/2022
   
      105.55









            £52,519.94 
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	20-Sep-22
	
	
	560.00
	14,612.35

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	13-Sep-22
	
	
	320.00
	14,932.35

	Playgroup 
	26-Sep-22
	
	
	110.00
	15,042.35

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Aug) 
	29-Sep-22
	
	
	60.00
	15,102.35

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	30-Sep-22
	
	700.00
	
	14,402.35

	Lost cheque (21/1/22) - JR PH Ltd (stop on)
	10-Oct-22
	0109
	-270.00
	
	14,672.35

	JR Roberts PH Ltd (work PH car park) above
	10-Oct-22
	0120
	270.00
	
	14,402.35

	Cheque destroyed - error 
	10-Oct-22
	0181
	0.00
	
	14,402.35

	JR Roberts PH Ltd (work on the PH car park)
	10-Oct-22
	0182
	1,200.00
	
	13,202.35

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	24-Oct-22
	
	
	495.00
	13,697.35


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	3-Oct-22
	
	
	98.03
	298.31
	

	Kim Moo Music
	4-Oct-22
	3063
	
	20.00
	318.31
	

	Tuesday Club
	4-Oct-22
	3064
	
	15.00
	333.31
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	4-Oct-22
	3065
	
	17.50
	350.81
	

	Indoor Bowls
	5-Oct-22
	3066
	
	15.00
	365.81
	

	Claire Luckock (deposit kids party 11/12)
	6-Oct-22
	3067
	
	10.00
	375.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	7-Oct-22
	3068
	
	20.00
	395.81
	

	Tuesday Club
	11-Oct-22
	3069
	
	15.00
	410.81
	

	Tea for Parish Hall (Morning Tea Cafe)
	12-Oct-22
	
	9.20
	
	401.61
	

	Biscuits for Parish Hall (Morning Tea Cafe)
	12-Oct-22
	
	16.39
	
	385.22
	

	Indoor Bowls
	12-Oct-22
	3070
	
	15.00
	400.22
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	14-Oct-22
	3071
	
	25.00
	425.22
	

	Kim Moo Music (2 weeks)
	18-Oct-22
	3072
	
	40.00
	465.22
	

	Tuesday Club
	18-Oct-22
	3073
	
	15.00
	480.22
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	18-Oct-22
	3074
	
	17.50
	497.72
	

	Indoor Bowls
	19-Oct-22
	3075
	
	15.00
	512.72
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	21-Oct-22
	3076
	
	25.00
	537.72
	

	Kat Price (kids party)
	22-Oct-22
	3077
	
	35.00
	572.72
	

	Kerri Wells (kids party)
	23-Oct-22
	3078
	
	29.00
	601.72
	

	Transfer to current 
	24-Oct-22
	
	
	
	106.72
	495.00

	Kim Moo Music
	25-Oct-22
	3079
	
	20.00
	126.72
	

	Tuesday Club
	25-Oct-22
	3080
	
	15.00
	141.72
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	25-Oct-22
	3081
	
	12.50
	154.22
	

	Indoor Bowls
	26-Oct-22
	3082
	
	15.00
	169.22
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	27-Oct-22
	
	
	60.45
	229.67
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	28-Oct-22
	3083
	
	25.00
	254.67
	

	Coffee, milk & sugar for Parish Hall
	31-Oct-22
	
	14.03
	
	240.64
	

	Tuesday Club
	1-Nov-22
	3084
	
	15.00
	255.64
	

	Indoor Bowls
	2-Nov-22
	3085
	
	15.00
	270.64
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	4-Nov-22
	3086
	
	25.00
	295.64
	

	Claire George (kids party)
	5-Nov-22
	3087
	
	29.00
	324.64
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              30/09/2022

     13,697.35

Petty Cash Account



07/11/2022
        
          324.64











  
   £14,021.99

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Niccy Davies-Williams, Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Claire Luckock, Darcy Davies-Williams & Gemma Richards

2. 
Chair’s announcements – none
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
a) Cllr Pritchard thanked all those who had been involved, both arranging and taking part, in the Remembrance Sunday service at the Holy Trinity Church and Memorial Gardens. The Clerk was instructed by the Council to write to Malcolm Hughes (WCBC Supervisor) to thank him and his team for the work undertaken at the Memorial Gardens and to also thank Ewart Hoskins for the ongoing tidying-up at the cemetery (HTC). Action: Clerk.
b) Further to a meeting he had with representatives of SG Estates Ltd, Cllr Pritchard advised that they are looking to commence building work on the National Trust land alongside Wrexham Road for which planning permission has been previously granted. Members recalled that the planning approval given, initially to the National Trust, had a large number of conditions thereon. Cllr Pritchard, having recently viewed the said paperwork, promised to send to the Clerk, who would then distribute to the Council. Action: Cllr Mark Pritchard and the Clerk. The matter will be placed on the December agenda, when Cllr Pritchard, might have an update to share with members. Action: Clerk.
c) Cllr Val Morgan asked if Cllr Pritchard was aware of any updates regarding the entrance of the formal footpath leading from Wrexham Road, opposite the Esless entrance, in the direction of Manor Farm. The Clerk advised that Sion Roberts of WCBC was to meet his contractor on site sometime this month. The Clerk was instructed to send a chaser asking for timescales. Action: Clerk.
d) Cllr Pritchard wished to discuss a possible solution with regard to the Bersham streetlight, previously touched upon at recent meetings. Prior to commencement of discussions, Cllr Nat Cargius declared an interest, and left the room. Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that, whilst it was still his and, very much, the Clerk’s understanding that the heritage column in question, located next to Penny Cottage (Cllr Cargius’ property), was the responsibility of WCBC, he suggested that the Community Council might consider what could be done to progress matters. As concern was expressed by members regarding the possible Health & Safety aspect of the column’s positioning, being away from the nearest wall, Cllr Pritchard proposed that ECC offer to make partial payment to WCBC to sort out matters once and for all. It was unanimously agreed that the Community Council commit to a figure of between £500 and £750 towards the cost of relocation with the final amount committed dependant on the total cost quoted by WCBC. And, of course, whether or not they would agree to the proposal. Action: Clerk write to WCBC asking if they would consider the aforementioned proposal and also requesting a quotation for the total cost of relocation work.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th October 2022 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 2nd November 2022 > Cllr Graham Blackmore read out what was discussed:
POLICE LIAISON MEETING –  2nd NOVEMBER 2022  Present :- PCSO Laura Cooper, Cllr Graham Blackmore and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies received from Cllrs John Perkins & Mark Pritchard

NWP attendance at meetings: further to Inspector Hughes’ recent e-mail (1/9) advising that police officer attendance at Council meeting would be on a one in three ratio and that bespoke crime figures would no longer be furnished for each Council: ECC.....

1) It has been confirmed that, unless unavoidable, the monthly police liaison meeting will continue to take place and Cllrs Graham Blackmore and/or John Perkins will share the content/minutes with the full Council on the following Monday. Any issues raised at the subsequent Council meeting will be noted and put on the agenda for the following month’s liaison meeting.

2) Police Officers will attend a full Community Council meeting once per quarter (1:3 ratio), although they may be present on a more regular basis depending on operational requirements. NWP have been asked to advise beforehand should they intend attending a Council meeting/or not.

3) Significant events > ongoing updates will be given.

NWP ‘Offa team’:

PC Lucia Pritchard

PC Chris Wadsworth

PCSO Sara Williams

PCSO Laura Cooper

PCSO Sadie Roberts

(it is expected that another PCSO will be added to the team)

Contacting officers:

Having been out of action for a few weeks, the following e-mail address is now back up-and-running:

Offasectorwrexham@northwales.police.uk
Community visits (cuppa with a copper):

PCSO’s are attending on either a Tuesday or a Thursday, when the ‘cafe’ is open in the Clywedog Room. Officers have already attended a couple of Tuesday sessions.

Issues:



i) ASB - none reported (but see below)

ii) Vulnerable individual – WCBC involved (via Cllr MP) > situation much improved

iii) Football ground – NWP are to continue with regular, ad-hoc, visits to the Rhostyllen FC football ground > recent damage and youths congregating in the stand is a concern.

Dogs - without leads: 

Cllr Graham Blackmore shared concerns being passed on to himself regarding dogs being on the disused railway line path without a lead. Free running dogs, with the owners some distance behind, have been reported on a number of occasions (see below also).

Dogs – fouling: 

Linked to the above > with dogs running well ahead of their owner, who knows where they deposit their faeces – doubtful if anyone picks it up in a bag. Laura also advised that there were a number of instances where dogs appear to have been allowed to foul a marked sports pitch > i.e. football pitch. The Clerk is to look at the possibility of arranging attendance by the WCBC Enforcement team > in reality post-Festive season.
Lower Eldon Grove traffic: 

Despite bollards being in place, vehicles still park on the double yellow lines, although no longer on the pavement. Whilst it is undoubtedly safer for pedestrians, there remains a risk to road users due to the (very) inconsiderate parking.

Speeding along High Street/Henblas Road:

Still a concern > question asked: should the stretch of road past the Middle Pub be 20mph ?

Next ECC/NWP meeting > 7th December.
b) ‘Local Places for Nature’ – Cllr Val Morgan advised that ECC had been granted an award, via WCBC, to plant a native hedgerow on land adjoining Station Road. The Council will be updated as and when matters progress.
c) ‘Carols round the Christmas tree’ – the Clerk advised that Cllr Sarah Love had matters in hand and was to liaise with the vicar towards the end of the month.. The Clerk confirmed that the Christmas tree would be erected, and the lights ready for the switch-on, by the 1st of December. Councillors will be kept appraised of any developments throughout the month.
d) Defibrillators – Cllr Phil Penk advised that the Community Council had now assisted in arranging for five, publicly accessable, defibrillators to be installed throughout Esclusham. A further meeting of the sub-committee was being arranged for late November. Cllr Penk confirmed that the Council would be kept up-to-date with any future developments > especially training.

ACTION PLAN - see attached 
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2022/0872 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 305/2020” at 8 Birchwood Close, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as any comments required by the 8th November, members asked for observations, or ask for an extension, by the 7th November. WCBC advised on the 7/11 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2022/0419 – application for the “conversion of redundant chapel to ground floor salon and first floor residential (in retrospect)” at Homestead House, Mount Streety, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AU. Granted with conditions. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    

a) Freedom Fibre Ltd – e-mail advising that full-fibre broadband is coming to Wrexham, with a project briefing attachment which explains what to expect as they roll out to the network. E-mail, with aforesaid attachment, sent to all Councillors on the 10th October. In addition, the e-mail contains various links further to a recent meeting with the WCBC hierarchy. Noted

b) Welsh Government Elections Division – e-mail with attachment advising that the WG has “published a consultation that sets out an ambitious long-term agenda for modernising electoral administration and wider electoral reform in Wales.” E-mail and attachment forwarded to all Councillors on the 12th October. A link contained in the letter from Michael Kay, Deputy Director, Elections Division, gives access to the consultation document, in addition to a 25 page Easy Read version. The consultation ends > 10th January 2023. Noted

c) WCBC – correspondence regarding a consultation on a proposed Traffic Regulation Order along Henblas Road/ High Street, Rhostyllen – from the Memorial Gardens crossroads up to the property known as ‘The Bungalow’. Attachments being: a copy of the letter dated the 13th October, sent out by WCBC to all possibly affected residents along with a plan of the proposal. Consultation ends on the 4th November. In view of timescales, all relevant paperwork shared with members on the 14/10. Noted and the outcome of the consultation is awaited.
d) Urdd National Eisteddfod - correspondence advising that the Urdd Eisteddfod will be held in Llandovery, Carmarthenshire in May 2023, and giving some background to the event. In addition, there is a request for financial support. The Clerk was instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the Q1 S137 meeting. Action: Clerk.

e) WCBC – confirmation of receipt of ECC’s application for a Modification Order along a portion of the disused railway line towards Legacy > as minutes 21st September – correspondence item (c). Copy of the letter shared with members. Noted and members reminded that it could take well over a year for a final decision to be made.

f) Boundary Commission for Wales – a Revised Proposals for Wales Report has been published and this, along with the Assistant Commissioner’s Report, can be found on the Commission’s website. E-mail, containing a link to the aforementioned website, forwarded to members on the 20/10, along with a covering missive from the Clerk, advising of proposals for Esclusham. Representations are encouraged by the 15th November. Full details on website. Noted > await final recommendations.

g) Public Service Ombudsman for Wales – correspondence regarding a ‘complaint’ received from a Mr Brian Crocombe regarding the recently ratified Village Green status to be placed on Llwyneinion woods, Copies of paperwork received shared with members along with Clerk’s response to their original questions. Noted

h)  Public Service Ombudsman for Wales – anonymised correspondence advising the complainant that, at the present time, “the complaint to the Ombudsman is deemed to be premature”, and explaining the reasons why. Copy to all members. Noted

i) Martin Crocombe – ‘complaint’ as to how WCBC approved the Village Green application recommendation on the 28th of September. Copy to all members. The Clerk has responded from information held on file. Copy to all members. Whilst it has been suggested to Mr Crocombe that he direct his enquiry to WCBC in view of the nature of his ‘complaint’, he does have the option of contacting the Public Service Ombudsman should he be unhappy with ECC’s response to his concerns. Noted – it is understood by the Clerk that Mr Crocombe has since contacted WCBC.

j) WCBC: ‘Trade & Recycling Waste Service’ - letter advising of a pilot scheme being implemented where an e-mail is sent out in the morning should there be a problem with the service on the usual collection day. Clerk has responded asking that ECC, on behalf of the Parish Hall, be added onto this scheme. Noted

k) Menter Iaith Fflint a Wrecsam – details of the AGM due to be held on the 30th of November. Members asked to advise the Clerk if interested in attending, whereupon further details can be forwarded. Noted

l) Katy Thomas (bugler Remembrance Sunday) – Katy confirms that she will be at the Memorial Gardens to play the ‘last post’ and ‘reveille’, as in previous years. Katy also advises that she recently started up the Bellevue Youth Band, providing free music and brass tuition to Wrexham (County Borough) children in a brass band setting. As Katy says, perhaps one of these new band members will go on to play at various Remembrance Sunday services throughout the County. She asks if ECC could consider a small donation. Being aware of the request, both the Chair of Finance and the Local Elected Member suggest making a small donation under S137 powers. Following discussion, Cllr Mark Pritchard proposed that a one-off, immediate donation of £100 be made under Section 137 Proposal seconded by Cllr Nat Cargius and unanimously ratified. Action: Clerk to advise Katy and arrange for a cheque of £100 to be sent.

m) Valuation Office Agency – letter, addressed to RPHT, requesting ownership, rent or lease details for the Parish Hall. The RPHT, a registered charity, manage the said Hall on behalf of the ultimate owners, Esclusham Community Council, on a rent free basis. The information provided is used to set rateable values for non-domestic properties in England and Wales. Rateable values are used to calculate Business rates. Information is to be provided online by the 19th of December and it should take about 30 minutes to complete the return. Noted and Clerk instructed to respond by mid-December. Action: Clerk.
9.
Items for the Clerk
a) Defibrillator – Bersham > when it was agreed to look at installing a defibrillator at the Black Lion (Hole in the Wall) Public House in Bersham, the local ward member, Cllr Nat Cargius advised that a financial contribution towards the cost of the box and overall installation would be forthcoming from Bersham residents – this via a fundraiser to be held at the Black Lion. This has taken place and the Clerk was asked to contact the landlord, Alan Thomas, to ask if it was now possible to call and collect the contribution. Action: Clerk contact landlord.
b) Active Travel Grant – further to the outline proposals for the planned improvement works to the disused railway line path, and where it crosses Station Road, WCBC are to undertake a public consultation on the plans. WCBC plan to place the drawings online and, having advised residents of the whereabouts, request comment thereon. In addition, Daniel Morris at WCBC would be happy to arrange a public drop-in session (say Friday afternoon/early evening at the Parish Hall) should the Community Council be of the opinion that this is also required. Following discussion, members are of the opinion that WCBC’s initial plans, as mentioned above, should prove sufficient. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC and ask that the Community Council be kept appraised of developments as matters progress.
c) Senior Citizens Christmas Party: the Clerk gave the Council a brief update as to how things are going and advised that the tickets would be ready for distribution by the end of the week. Action: Clerk to advise Councillors when the tickets are printed and awaiting collection.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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