ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 14th October 2024 
Present: Cllrs Sarah Love, Glen Bellamy, Claire Luckock, Darcy Davies-Williams, Phil Penk, John Perkins, Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering, Jean Kelly Nicci Davies-Williams, Nat Cargius & Mark Pritchard
Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan & Gemma Richards
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock (V/C – Chair having given apologies)
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan & Gemma Richards 
2.
Chair’s announcements – the Vice Chair read out a note received from the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias:

i) “I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their good wishes after my stay in the Maelor in August – unfortunately, I was admitted back again on the 10th September and spent 23 days there” 
ii) “If Council are in agreement, I will delay my resignation to 28th February to ensure continuity with the Clerk handover.”
Both statements noted and, upon taking a vote the Council unanimously agree to Cllr Elias delaying his resignation until the 28th of February > Yes;12/No:0.

3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th September 2024  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (04/09/2024 > 09/10/2024)
Current A/C                                                            Date                  Cheque       Expenses            Income                  Balance
	Universal Fire Protection Ltd (service alarm/ex)
	28-Aug-24
	4925
	234.24
	
	
	15,273.89

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	6-Sep-24
	4926
	149.76
	
	
	15,124.13

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Aug-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	
	14,935.03

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	14,598.75

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	30.00
	
	
	14,568.75

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	
	14,553.75

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	76.18
	
	
	14,477.57

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	14,141.29

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	128.34
	
	
	14,012.95

	British Gas (Parish Hall - June/July) 
	15-Aug-24
	D/D
	35.67
	
	
	13,977.28

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	13,641.00

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	82.16
	
	
	13,558.84

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	340.00
	
	
	13,218.84

	BT
	27-Aug-24
	D/D
	96.72
	
	
	13,122.12

	SSE (street lighting > July)
	27-Aug-24
	D/D
	1,147.69
	
	
	11,974.43

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	11,638.15

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	316.92
	
	
	11,321.23

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	57.29
	
	
	11,263.94

	Viking (shelving units)
	9-Sep-24
	4927
	176.92
	
	
	11,087.02

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (6m em light check)
	9-Sep-24
	4928
	144.00
	
	
	10,943.02

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (annual PAT test)
	9-Sep-24
	4929
	249.60
	
	
	10,693.42

	Bryn Jones (September salary)
	10-Sep-24
	4930
	1,932.20
	
	
	8,761.22

	Jones Lighting (street light maint Aug)
	24-Sep-24
	4931
	1,795.19
	
	
	6,966.03

	Transfer from business savings 
	27-Sep-24
	
	
	
	7,000.00
	13,966.03

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	2-Oct-24
	4932
	83.98
	
	
	13,882.05

	Transfer from business savings 
	2-Oct-24
	
	
	
	50,000.00
	63,882.05

	WCBC - ECC contribution to Spring Rd works
	2-Oct-24
	4933
	50,094.37
	
	
	13,787.68

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	2-Oct-24
	4934
	149.76
	
	
	13,637.92

	Defib Store Ltd - Zoll Stat Padz
	3-Oct-24
	4935
	204.00
	
	
	13,433.92

	Viking (Fire notice - part of the above order)
	4-Oct-24
	4936
	6.59
	
	
	13,427.33

	Viking (stationery - inc postage stamps)
	7-Oct-24
	4937
	193.41
	
	
	13,233.92

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	2-Sep-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	
	13,147.17

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	1,166.57
	
	
	11,980.60

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	214.45
	
	
	11,766.15

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Sep-24
	D/D
	173.98
	
	
	11,592.17

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	200.00
	
	
	11,392.17

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	11,055.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	262.97
	
	
	10,792.92

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	1,013.75
	
	
	9,779.17

	British Gas (Parish Hall - July/Aug) 
	16-Sep-24
	D/D
	14.75
	
	
	9,764.42

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	656.28
	
	
	9,108.14

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	399.84
	
	
	8,708.30

	Transfer to Imprest
	18-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	
	8,693.30

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	8,357.02

	BT
	25-Sep-24
	D/D
	95.58
	
	
	8,261.44

	SSE (street lighting > Aug)
	26-Sep-24
	D/D
	1,147.69
	
	
	7,113.75

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	30-Sep-24
	
	
	
	1,000.00
	8,113.75

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	7,777.47

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	
	7,762.47

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Oct-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	
	7,675.72


Imprest Account (04/09/2024 > 09/10/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date               Cheque           Expenses            Income                 Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 22 o/t - cont's/hol cover/party)
	2-Sep-24
	2019
	214.45
	
	-972.03

	HMRC (5 Sept)
	6-Sep-24
	2020
	1013.75
	
	-1,985.78

	Transfer from current
	5-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-1,649.50

	Transfer from current
	6-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	30.00
	-1,619.50

	Transfer from current
	7-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	-1,604.50

	Transfer from current
	9-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	76.18
	-1,528.32

	Transfer from current
	12-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-1,192.04

	Transfer from current
	14-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	128.34
	-1,063.70

	Transfer from current
	19-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-727.42

	Transfer from current
	21-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	82.16
	-645.26

	Transfer from current
	23-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	340.00
	-305.26

	Transfer from current
	27-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	31.02

	Transfer from current
	29-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	316.92
	347.94

	Transfer from current
	30-Aug-24
	Auto tfr
	
	57.29
	405.23

	L Breeze (wk 23)
	9-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	237.09

	D Jenkins (wk 23)
	9-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	68.95

	L Breeze (wk 23 o/t - hol cover/contractors)
	9-Sep-24
	2021
	262.97
	
	-194.02

	D Jenkins (wk 23 tax refund)
	9-Sep-24
	2022
	15.00
	
	-209.02

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 129)
	11-Sep-24
	2024
	320.00
	
	-529.02

	L Breeze (wk 24)
	16-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-697.16

	D Jenkins (wk 24)
	16-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-865.30

	L Breeze (wk 24 o/t - hol cover/party/CCTV)
	16-Sep-24
	2023
	384.84
	
	-1,250.14

	D Jenkins (wk 24 tax refund)
	16-Sep-24
	2025
	15.00
	
	-1,265.14

	L Breeze (wk 25)
	23-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,433.28

	D Jenkins (wk 25)
	23-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,601.42

	D Jenkins (wk 25 tax refund)
	24-Sep-24
	2026
	15.00
	
	-1,616.42

	L Breeze (wk 26)
	30-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,784.56

	D Jenkins (wk 26)
	30-Sep-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,952.70

	L Breeze (wk 26 o/t - painter at PH/kids party)
	30-Sep-24
	2027
	141.98
	
	-2,094.68

	D Jenkins (wk 26 o/t & tax refund)
	30-Sep-24
	2028
	65.27
	
	-2,159.95

	HMRC (5 Oct)
	7-Oct-24
	2029
	834.38
	
	-2,994.33

	L Breeze (wk 27)
	7-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-3,162.47

	D Jenkins (wk 27)
	7-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-3,330.61

	D Jenkins (wk 27 tax refund) 
	7-Oct-24
	2030
	15.00
	
	-3,345.61

	Transfer from current
	2-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,166.57
	-2,179.04

	Transfer from current
	3-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	214.45
	-1,964.59

	Transfer from current
	5-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	200.00
	-1,764.59

	Transfer from current
	9-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-1,428.31

	Transfer from current
	11-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	262.97
	-1,165.34

	Transfer from current
	13-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,013.75
	-151.59

	Transfer from current
	16-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	656.28
	504.69

	Transfer from current
	17-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	399.84
	904.53

	Transfer from current
	18-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	919.53

	Transfer from current
	24-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,255.81

	Transfer from current
	30-Sep-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,592.09

	Transfer from current
	1-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	1,607.09


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (04/09/2024 > 09/10/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No        Expenses        Income             Balance           Bank
	Post Office - Special Delivery to Audit Wales
	29-Aug-24
	
	8.95
	
	237.62
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book


 £
Business Instant Access Account 
             30/09/2024 

27,319.44  
             

Current Account
                 

01/10/2024      
   
  7,675.72
Imprest Account
                

01/10/2024    
 
  1,607.09
Petty Cash Account
              

09/10/2024

      237.62 
      









           £36,839.87







       
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                  Cheque     Expenses         Income                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	2-Sep-24
	
	
	630.00
	15,730.17

	WCBC re General Election
	13-Aug-24
	
	
	355.71
	16,085.88

	Caia Park Partnership (June & July)
	13-Aug-24
	
	
	168.00
	16,253.88

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	16-Aug-24
	
	
	432.00
	16,685.88

	Playgroup
	27-Aug-24
	
	
	110.00
	16,795.88

	Technophobes (DW) - upgrade of CCTV
	11-Sep-24
	0213
	1,258.77
	
	15,537.11

	Universal Fire - fire alarm linked to kitchen imp
	25-Sep-24
	0214
	97.39
	
	15,439.72

	Garden Gaffer (inv 139) - cutting shrubbery P.H.
	2-Oct-24
	0215
	830.00
	
	14,609.72

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (July) 
	2-Sep-24
	
	
	48.00
	14,657.72

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (August) 
	19-Sep-24
	
	
	48.00
	14,705.72

	Caia Park Partnership (August)
	20-Sep-24
	
	
	42.00
	14,747.72

	Playgroup
	25-Sep-24
	
	
	110.00
	14,857.72

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (September) 
	27-Sep-24
	
	
	96.00
	14,953.72

	Aikido Class (September) 
	27-Sep-24
	
	
	72.00
	15,025.72

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	30-Sep-24
	S/O
	1,000.00
	
	14,025.72

	Paige Street Dance (September)  
	30-Sep-24
	
	
	36.00
	14,061.72


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                 Receipt No      Expenses         Income           Balance         Bank
	Transfer to current
	2-Sep-24
	
	
	
	30.88
	630.00

	Tuesday Club
	3-Sep-24
	3599
	
	18.00
	48.88
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	6-Sep-24
	3600
	
	30.00
	78.88
	

	Tuesday Club
	10-Sep-24
	3601
	
	18.00
	96.88
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	10-Sep-24
	3602
	
	15.00
	111.88
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	13-Sep-24
	3603
	
	24.00
	135.88
	

	Tuesday Club
	17-Sep-24
	3604
	
	18.00
	153.88
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	17-Sep-24
	3605
	
	12.00
	165.88
	

	Coffee for the Parish Hall (as receipt)
	24-Sep-24
	
	10.00
	
	155.88
	

	Biscuits > Parish Hall 'drop-in cafe' (via DJ)
	24-Sep-24
	
	28.19
	
	127.69
	

	Cleaning items for P Hall (as inv - via DJ)
	24-Sep-24
	
	18.55
	
	109.14
	

	Tuesday Club
	24-Sep-24
	3606
	
	18.00
	127.14
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	24-Sep-24
	3607
	
	12.00
	139.14
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	26-Sep-24
	
	
	78.00
	217.14
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	27-Sep-24
	3608
	
	30.00
	247.14
	

	Dominique Selley (kids party)
	28-Sep-24
	3609
	
	36.00
	283.14
	

	Tuesday Club
	1-Oct-24
	3610
	
	18.00
	301.14
	

	Snooker Group
	1-Oct-24
	3611
	
	10.00
	311.14
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	1-Oct-24
	3612
	
	12.00
	323.14
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	4-Oct-24
	3613
	
	30.00
	353.14
	

	Microwave & Toaster for P.H. (via Debbie)
	7-Oct-24
	
	85.95
	
	267.19
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/10/2024
       
     14,061.72
     


Petty Cash Account



 09/10/2024
        
          267.19

  £14,328.91

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Mark Pritchard V/C (Chair having given apologies)
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan & Gemma Richards 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Pritchard passed-on a “thank you” from the Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards, who had represented ECC at the recent Mayor’s Charity Dinner & Dance.
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Further to what agreed in the Finance section, Cllr Pritchard advised that he had recently spoken with Cllr Richard Elias, and was pleased to note that the Council had formally agreed, by vote, that Cllr Elias continue in the role until the end of February 2025.
ii) Cllr Pritchard advised that the works being undertaken by SG Estates Ltd on the Wrexham Road are almost complete and the four-way traffic lights at the Church Street junction, the pedestrian crossing at the same location and the pedestrian crossing by the Holy Trinity Church are all expected to be up-and-running by early November.
iii) Linked to the above development on Wrexham Road, Cllr Pritchard is now given to understand that SG Estates are looking at reducing the number of bridges from a previously agreed three, to two. The Council agreed for Cllr Pritchard, as the Local Elected Member, to represent it in discussions and to look at obtaining a possible Community Gain for Esclusham community should the reduction in the number of bridges proceed. Clerk instructed by the Council to formally write to Cllr Pritchard confirming what discussed, his remit and, most importantly in view of matters having dragged-on somewhat, asking for reasonable timescales. Action: Clerk
iv) Cllr Pritchard believes that the site, encompassing much of the car park of the Old Black Horse (Middle Pub), has been sold, but has no firm information to share with the Council. 

v) Cllr Sarah Love asked if there are any developments regarding the work on the former ‘Bungalow’ site, which is, eventually, to form an additional part of Ysgol Rhostyllen. Cllr Pritchard is of the impression that matters are progressing, but timescales are not promising. If advised in the interim, he will look at sharing timescales with the Council at the November meeting,

vi) Upon being asked by Cllr Phil Penk, Cllr Pritchard is unable to give any additional insight as to local progress on the 20mph exercise, although he believes that some roads within the County Borough have been put forward to the Local Authority for restoration to their previous sped limit.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th September 2024 - unanimously ratified
6. 
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 9th October 2024 – Cllr John Perkins
Present:- PCSO Gethin Thomas,  Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.

Gethin advised that things appear to have ‘quietened down’ over the past few weeks.

ASB: Nothing new reported to NWP.

Police Raid (Wxm Road property): Matters are progressing, it is believed > NWP and WCBC involved.

Motor Bikes/Off Road Bikes: Cllr GB mentioned that he had seen one bike rider, fully kitted in leather, using the disused railway line. Not many reports/complaints locally.

Dog tied to a gate along Esless Lane: Cllr GB mentioned an incident on local Facebook earlier in the day, whereas a dog appeared to have been abandoned and left, tied to a gate along Esless Lane.  Gethin was not aware. Later online entries appear to indicate that the dog had been taken to a vet. It is hoped that the dog is ‘chipped’.

Speeding: Gethin advised that NWP had attended Bersham Road with a speed gun following reports, once again, of vehicles greatly exceeding the speed limit. NWP plan to return to monitor and also intend visiting the Bersham Road college campus to see if they can speak to attendees. Ongoing.
Further to the above, discussion took place regarding the dog, as per the penultimate paragraph, and also further concerns raised regarding localised speeding and use of off-road bikes. Clerk instructed to place ‘speeding on Bersham Road/NWP visits to the college campus’ on the agenda for the next police liaison meeting in early November. Action: Clerk
b) Christmas Party invitations’- the Clerk confirmed that, as in previous years, formal invitations had been sent out to the WCBC Mayor and Mayoress, the current local MP and the current local MS. Unfortunately, both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor have prior commitments and are unable to attend, and, whilst Ken Skates MS has confirmed attendance, no reply had been received from Steve Witherden MP. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed not to chase the latter for a response. 
c) Carol singing/Christmas Tree lights switch-on > Thursday 12th December – Cllr Phil Penk advised that he and the Clerk had met with the vicar of the Holy Trinity Church, Father Dylan, as a starting point for progressing this year’s event. A date had been arranged and outline plans agreed. In addition, Cllrs Sarah Love and Claire Luckock advised that this particular event would also fall within the remit of the newly formed ‘Events sub-committee’. Cllr Penk explained what had been agreed so far, and also advised that it was the intention that the Council purchase a stand-alone amplifier (with mic) which could be used, initially at both events due to take place at the Memorial Gardens between now and the end of the year > being on Remembrance Sunday (10/11) and the Carol singing/ Christmas tree lights switch-on (12/12). This proposal was fully supported – see below (d) also.
d) ‘Events’ for 2024/25’ - further to a meeting of the sub-committee earlier in the evening (present had been Cllrs Sarah Love, Claire Luckock and Glen Bellamy) the three Councillors gave a brief synopsis of the outline plans for 2024/25 > commencing with the above (c) event. Regular updates will be given to the Council on an ongoing basis, but for the present, the Council are asked if a budget could be allocated to be available for spending on any arranged events – this to include any purchases made which would be specific to possible outdoor/off-site events. Following a proposal, which was seconded and received full ratification by all present, it was agreed that £1,000 of the Chair’s Allowance be made available for such purchases/costs. The Clerk reminded the Council that the remaining £200 of the Chair’s Allowance is for use at the behest of the current Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards, who has given her apologies for the meeting. The stand-alone amplifier mentioned under item (c), above is to be included within the said figure of £1,000. Action: Clerk noted and budget line to be closely monitored between now and the end of March 2025. Also speak with the Chair, Cllr Richards, to obtain formal agreement > 15th October – done and agreed.
ACTION PLAN 
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/1354 – application for a “single storey side and rear extension” at Caerleon, Eldon Grove, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4BS. Already circulated, and, as responses requested by the 30th of September, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 23rd of September. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 25/9 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2024/1386 – application for a “plot substitution to approved development P/2007/0686 (alterations of approved house types and onsite carriageways” on land at Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4DH. Already circulated and an extension for comments granted until the 18th of October. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk.
P/2024/1418 – application for the “erection of garage and plant room” at Bunkers Hill Cottage, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HT. Already circulated and an extension for comments granted until the 16th of October. Following discussion, when some Members expressed disquiet at the number of recently erected buildings at the site, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action:  Clerk.
P/2024/1405 – application for the “siting of portakabin” at Hafod House, Hafod, Ruabon, Wrexham LL14 6HF. Already circulated and comments requested by the 16th of October. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk. 
Withdrawals
P/2024/1321 – application for the “erection of garage and plant room” at Bunkers Hill Cottage, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL13 4HT. Application withdrawn. Noted
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
None
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Urdd Gobaith Cymru – e-mail detailing the work done locally in the Wrexham area by the Urdd and asking if ECC could consider making a financial donation to help with costs.. Action: Clerk instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting to be held in Q1 2025. 

b) Wrexham Sounds – e-mail explaining/informing: “Who are we ? What we do ? Why are we writing to you ?” Esclusham CC is asked to consider making a donation of £250. Action: Clerk instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting to be held in Q1 2025. 

c) Groundwork North Wales – ‘Clywedog Valley Project’. E-mail and flyer regarding a public consultation seeking in-depth views on the said valley. Full details on the proposal can be viewed on the Groundwork website ‘Clywedog Valley project’, and has a link to the survey. Copy of the flyer, together with a covering e-mail from GroundworkNW, shared with the Council. Noted and all present encouraged to view details of the proposal, as mentioned above > and complete the survey if able.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Remembrance Day – Sunday, 10th of November. Update for the Council regarding the 2024 service and confirmation required as to who will be attending/taking part in the service. 
The Clerk advised that he and Cllr Phil Penk had recently had a meeting with Father Dylan and that most tasks for the Remembrance Sunday service and parade are proceeding apace. Once again this year the initial part of the service will take place at the Holy Trinity Church, with a briefer service at the Memorial Gardens – both under the auspices of Father Dylan.

The Clerk asked for confirmation as to who is able/wishes to take part in this year’s Service. The following arrangements were agreed:

             

Roll of Honour: Section A – Cllr Phil Penk

           
            Section B – Cllr Mark Pritchard


            
            Section C – Cllr Jean Kelly

            
            Section D – Cllr Val Morgan (apologies given – tbc)*
Reading of Exhortation (“For the Fallen”) – to be confirmed: scouts and cadets in previous years
   


Reading ‘Kohima Epitaph’ – Cllr Mabyn Pickering


Reading from the Bible – Cllr Gemma Richards (apologies given – tbc) *

Reading from the Bible (to be advised) – Cllr John Perkins

Cllr Nat Cargius advised that he will assist wherever required, especially if either Cllr Gemma Richards or Cllr Val Morgan, both who have given apologies but had previously expressed a willingness in taking part, are unable to attend – see * above.
The Clerk confirmed that, in addition to copies that would be forwarded ahead of the day, bespoke, laminated, versions of the above will be handed out at the Church, along with copies of the Order of Service, prepared by Father Dylan. A smaller version of the Order of Service (part 2) will be available at the Memorial Gardens. Cllr Graham Blackmore will be at the Gardens to distribute the said items.
Esclusham Scouts: attendance confirmed

MPCT: attendance confirmed

Bugler Katy Thomas: attendance confirmed

Post-service buffet at the Parish Hall: confirmed – Debbie Jenkins overseeing once again this year.

Action – Clerk to speak with North Wales Police and to look at moving other matters along during October. Cllr Penk and the Clerk have a further meeting with Father Dylan at month-end.
The Clerk confirmed that a full summary of the plans for Remembrance Sunday will be shared with all Councillors in late October/early November.

b) Senior Citizens Christmas Party – 13th December > the Clerk confirmed that, whilst some tasks had already commenced, most are to proceed in late October with a fuller report given at the November meeting. For the present both the Chair and the Clerk asked that the date is noted and all asked to attend if diaries allow. Action: Clerk place on diary to move things along ahead of the November meeting of the Community Council.
c) Wales Audit – 2022/23: see Minutes 10th June 2024 – ‘Items for the Clerk (a)’. Qualified Audit Report: “Assertion 3: the Council did not obtain written notification that members did not wish to claim allowances for 2022/23”.Updated > Action required: The Clerk advised that this matter will appear on a Q42024 agenda for the Council to discuss further. Action: Clerk
d) Audit 2023/24: Internal Audit - Action Plan. See Minutes 10th June 2024 – ‘Items for the Clerk (c)’. A copy of the AP was shared with Councillors at the June meeting: Updated > Action required: the Clerk is to ensure that all items raised are resolved by the end of November and to share the final, completed Action Plan with Councillors at the December meeting. Action: Clerk
e)  ECC – Welsh Language Policy > further to the minutes of the 9th September > all Councillors and members of staff have received a personal copy of the policy. 2 x master copies held in the ‘Welsh Language Policy’ file at the Parish Hall.
f) Confirm appointment of the Internal Auditor for the 2024/25 financial year. Latest copy held on file > shared with members. Formally adopted for another year. Action: Clerk and Chair to sign the ‘Letter of Engagement between Esclusham Community Council and JDH Business Services for continuing Internal Audit Services’.
g) ECC Clerk – the Clerk shared a further note, with updated timescales (Sept 2024 to February 2025), for appointing a replacement Clerk/RFO by the 1st of March 2025. The Clerk was asked to ensure that the ‘Staffing sub-committee’ look to share a proposed initial advert with the Council at the November meeting. Action: Clerk
CHAIR_________________________________________________

DATED_________________________________________________

PAGE  
1

