ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 13th June 2022  
Present: Cllrs Mark Pritchard, Nat Cargius, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love, Phil Penk, Darcy Davies-Williams, John Perkins, Nicola Davies-Williams, Gemma Richards, Mabyn Pickering, Val Morgan & Claire Luckock
Apologies: Cllrs Jean Kelly, Richard Elias & Vic Davies 
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: Present PCSO Sara Williams:

Sara went through the Police Update for the period 4th May > 5th June:


Incident updates – included:


i) Church Street – theft of car parts from a garden. No suspects identified.



ii) Eldon Grove – damage to parked vehicle. Linked to other incidents – enquiries ongoing.



iii) Travelodge – bag stolen from reception area. Opportunistic – no suspects.

iv) Wrexham Road – cable stolen from BT. This is part of a series of theft of cables. Ongoing investigation to identify those responsible.

v) Church Street – theft of motorbike after being advertised online. Enquiries ongoing. 

Sara also mentioned a more recent attempt to steal a bike from a property on Henblas Road. This type of offence is becoming increasingly common in the Wrexham area.
Crime Issues/Trends

There continues to be some thefts of catalytic convertors within Offa and the surrounding areas. In the main targeting Honda and Mitsubishi vehicles with most being stolen overnight. NWP ask for vigilance from residents.

Other news/PCSO activities

i) Impact days in targeted areas are being conducted to deter criminal activity.

ii) PCSOs will be organising pop-up events for security advice etc – these are planned to take place during the next few months in both Offa and Esclusham communities.

iii) PCSOs enjoyed being part of the ‘Jubilee’ party/disco held to select a King, Queen, Prince and Princess for the Esclusham Fete. NWP officers look forward to being involved on Fete day.
Cllr Val Morgan advised that there had been some ASB issues at the rear of Henry Street and asked that NWP officers visit on an ad-hoc basis. The Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard also stated that he would visit the area in question.

PCSO Sara Williams then left the meeting and was thanked for attending by the Chair.
  2.
The following signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office:

Cllr John Perkins


Cllr Nicola Davies-Williams


Cllr Mabyn Pickering


Cllr Claire Luckock


Cllr Gemma Richards


All signatures witnessed by the Clerk. In addition, Cllr Richard Elias (apologies given) signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office, in the presence of the Clerk, mid-afternoon.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Sarah Love
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Jean Kelly, Richard Elias & Vic Davies
2.
Chair’s announcements – none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th May 2022  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (04/05/2022 > 08/06/2022)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Viking (signs > First Aid)
	25-Apr-22
	4654
	10.03
	
	12,845.34

	WCBC (m12 - commercial refuse) 
	1-Apr-22
	D/D
	78.88
	
	12,766.46

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall) Q4 2021/22)
	4-Apr-22
	D/D
	847.40
	
	11,919.06

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	11,644.38

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Apr-22
	D/D
	237.86
	
	11,406.52

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	322.46
	
	11,084.06

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	10,809.38

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	304.43
	
	10,504.95

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	827.32
	
	9,677.63

	BT
	19-Apr-22
	D/D
	185.77
	
	9,491.86

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	9,217.18

	Avanti (Gas)
	20-Apr-22
	D/D
	794.72
	
	8,422.46

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	21-Apr-22
	D/D
	658.90
	
	7,763.56

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	159.29
	
	7,604.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	7,329.59

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	169.60
	
	7,159.99

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	320.00
	
	6,839.99

	ICO registration (renewal)
	29-Apr-22
	D/D
	35.00
	
	6,804.99

	Transfer from business savings
	9-May-22
	
	
	7,000.00
	13,804.99

	Bryn Jones (April salary) > late (HMRC/BPT)
	11-May-22
	4655
	1,952.49
	
	11,852.50

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	11-May-22
	4656
	145.55
	
	11,706.95

	JDH Business Services Ltd (Internal Audit)
	12-May-22
	4657
	395.82
	
	11,311.13

	Cantab - sundry electrical (inc velux windows)
	13-May-22
	4658
	363.30
	
	10,947.83

	WCBC - Q4 (2021/22) school crossing patrol
	16-May-22
	4659
	1,212.50
	
	9,735.33

	Bryn Jones (May salary)
	30-May-22
	4660
	1,626.85
	
	8,108.48

	Viking (stationery)
	31-May-22
	4661
	72.55
	
	8,035.93

	Transfer from business savings 
	1-Jun-22
	
	
	6,000.00
	14,035.93


Imprest Account (04/05/2022 > 08/06/2022)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 4 o/t) 
	2-May-22
	1743
	
	231.48
	
	-827.98

	Transfer from current
	4-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	274.68
	-553.30

	Transfer from current
	5-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	322.46
	-230.84

	Transfer from current
	11-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	274.68
	43.84

	Transfer from current
	12-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	304.43
	348.27

	Transfer from current
	14-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	827.32
	1,175.59

	Transfer from current
	19-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	274.68
	1,450.27

	Transfer from current
	21-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	159.29
	1,609.56

	Transfer from current
	25-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	274.68
	1,884.24

	Transfer from current
	26-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	169.60
	2,053.84

	Transfer from current
	27-Apr-22
	Auto tfr
	
	
	320.00
	2,373.84

	L Breeze (wk 5)
	9-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	2,236.50

	D Jenkins (wk 5)
	9-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	2,099.16

	L Breeze (wk 5 o/t)
	9-May-22
	1744
	
	66.16
	
	2,033.00

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 5/5)
	9-May-22
	1745
	
	390.00
	
	1,643.00

	HMRC (5 May)
	11-May-22
	1746
	
	1072.35
	
	570.65

	L Breeze (wk 6)
	16-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	433.31

	D Jenkins (wk 6)
	16-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	295.97

	L Breeze (wk 6 o/t)
	16-May-22
	1747
	
	46.72
	
	249.25

	D Jenkins (wk 6 o/t)
	16-May-22
	1748
	
	65.28
	
	183.97

	Transfer to cash
	18-May-22
	1749
	
	200.00
	
	-16.03

	L Breeze (wk 7)
	23-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-153.37

	D Jenkins (wk 7)
	23-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-290.71

	L Breeze (wk 7 o/t)
	23-May-22
	1750
	
	64.42
	
	-355.13

	L Breeze (wk 8)
	30-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-492.47

	D Jenkins (wk 8)
	30-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-629.81

	D Jenkins (wk 8 o/t)
	30-May-22
	1751
	
	100.08
	
	-729.89

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 30/5) 
	30-May-22
	1752
	
	320.00
	
	-1,049.89

	L Breeze (wk 9)
	6-Jun-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-1,187.23

	D Jenkins (wk 9)
	6-Jun-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-1,324.57

	D Jenkins (wk 9 o/t)
	6-Jun-22
	1753
	
	187.47
	
	-1,512.04


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (04/05/2022 > 08/06/2022)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	3-May-22
	
	23.90
	
	26.89
	

	Transfer from Imprest  
	18-May-22
	
	
	200.00
	226.89
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book









    
     
      £

Business Instant Access Account 
              18/05/2022

47,239.85

             

Current Account
                 

29/04/2022    

14,035.93    
   
     
Imprest Account
                

29/04/2022        
               -1,512.04   
Petty Cash Account
              

08/06/2022
   
      226.89









          £59,990.63  
  

Councillors were reminded that the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn > a book entry only, which will be updated upon receipt of the May bank statement. Due early June.
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	K&S Roofing (Shropshire) Ltd (rear of Hall)
	22-Apr-22
	0116
	3,823.20
	
	11,293.17

	Aikido Class (Feb) shortfall
	8-Apr-22
	
	
	10.00
	11,303.17

	Paige Street Dance (Mar) - paid £10 over inv
	12-Apr-22
	
	
	40.00
	11,343.17

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Feb)
	13-Apr-22
	
	
	80.00
	11,423.17

	Playgroup 
	25-Apr-22
	
	
	110.00
	11,533.17

	Aikido Class (Apr) 
	26-Apr-22
	
	
	45.00
	11,578.17

	Caia Park Partnership (Mar)
	28-Apr-22
	
	
	87.50
	11,665.67

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	30-May-22
	
	
	515.00
	12,180.67


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	29-Apr-22
	2946
	
	20.00
	346.30
	

	Kim Moo Music
	3-May-22
	2947
	
	20.00
	366.30
	

	Tuesday Club
	3-May-22
	2948
	
	15.00
	381.30
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	3-May-22
	2949
	
	12.50
	393.80
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	6-May-22
	2950
	
	25.00
	418.80
	

	Melanie Hodgkiss (kids party)
	7-May-22
	2951
	
	35.00
	453.80
	

	Perspex acrylic sheet for PH noticeboard
	9-May-22
	
	45.24
	
	408.56
	

	Kim Moo Music
	10-May-22
	2952
	
	20.00
	428.56
	

	Tuesday Club
	10-May-22
	2953
	
	15.00
	443.56
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	10-May-22
	2954
	
	12.50
	456.06
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	13-May-22
	2955
	
	25.00
	481.06
	

	Kelly Marie Williams (kids party)
	14-May-22
	2956
	
	19.00
	500.06
	

	Jess Pritchard (kids party)
	15-May-22
	2957
	
	29.00
	529.06
	

	Sealant for PH noticeboard (sse 9/5 above)
	16-May-22
	
	4.29
	
	524.77
	

	Kelly Wiseman (deposit kids party 18/6)
	16-May-22
	2958
	
	10.00
	534.77
	

	Kim Moo Music
	17-May-22
	2959
	
	20.00
	554.77
	

	Tuesday Club
	17-May-22
	2960
	
	15.00
	569.77
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	17-May-22
	2961
	
	12.50
	582.27
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	20-May-22
	2962
	
	20.00
	602.27
	

	Kim Moo Music
	24-May-22
	2963
	
	20.00
	622.27
	

	Tuesday Club
	24-May-22
	2964
	
	15.00
	637.27
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	24-May-22
	2965
	
	12.50
	649.77
	

	Tasha Hughes (deposit kids party 10/9)
	27-May-22
	2966
	
	20.00
	669.77
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	27-May-22
	2967
	
	25.00
	694.77
	

	B&M - sundry items for planned 'teas'
	30-May-22
	
	6.74
	
	688.03
	

	Amazon - sundry items for planned 'teas'
	30-May-22
	
	45.57
	
	642.46
	

	Transfer to current 
	30-May-22
	
	
	
	127.46
	515.00

	Nicola Griffiths (deposit kids party 3/9)
	31-May-22
	2968
	
	10.00
	137.46
	

	Tuesday Club
	31-May-22
	2969
	
	15.00
	152.46
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	31-May-22
	2970
	
	12.50
	164.96
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	1-Jun-22
	2971
	
	15.00
	179.96
	

	Andrea Colton (deposit kids party 10/11)
	5-Jun-22
	2972
	
	10.00
	189.96
	

	Hannah Parbery-Roberts (kids party)
	5-Jun-22
	2973
	
	35.00
	224.96
	






Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              29/04/2022

   12,180.67

     

Petty Cash Account



08/06/2022
    
        224.96











             £12,405.63

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –   Cllrs Jean Kelly, Richard Elias & Vic Davies 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Penk welcomed all present to what is now a full Council.

In addition, Cllr Penk wished to pass-on concerns regarding the deteriorating state of the wooden fence around the Rhostyllen play area. The Clerk was instructed to place on the agenda for the July meeting. Action: Clerk
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Village Green application re Llwyneinion Woods – the matter is believed to be approaching a conclusion and the Council will be advised when a decision is announced
ii) Cllr Pritchard was asked if he knew about any developments regarding the field next to the Croesfoel roundabout, which was getting somewhat overgrown. Nothing further known and the Clerk was instructed to attempt, once again, to contact Louvre Hotels (owners) to establish, initially, if they had any plans for the said field. Previously granted planning permission is believed to be long-expired. Action: Clerk
iii) Cllr Nicola Davies-Williams raised a matter with Cllr Pritchard but he advised that, as it was “an internal issue”, he was unable to comment. Nothing further discussed.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 9th May 2022 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) NWP/ECC police liaison meeting – report following 8th June meeting. Cllr Graham Blackmore read out the minutes from said meeting:
POLICE LIAISON MEETING – 8th June 2022  Present :- PCSO Sara Williams, PCSO Laura Cooper, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, Cllr Mark Pritchard & the Clerk, Bryn Jones
Police Update > Content discussed and a copy is to be shared with the full Council at next Monday’s meeting. Most of the meeting was spent going through the items appearing on the monthly update. Sara will go through with the full Council on Monday evening – see above.
Esclusham Fete (25/6) > As requested at the last Fete meeting, police attendance, as in previous years, was requested at the Esclusham Fete earmarked for Saturday the 25th of June. NWP have confirmed attendance and have received a copy of the ‘Running Order’.

Esclusham Fete (event 21/5) > NWP officers confirmed that they had attended - good community involvement.

Speeding > Ongoing visits to be arranged by NWP over the summer months. Clerk to ensure that this topic is regularly on the meeting agenda.
In addition, Cllr Mark Pritchard mentioned that dialogue had re-commenced regarding the possible locating of a NPR camera above the A483 on Vicarage Hill/Bronwylfa Road. Cllr Blackmore also added some background and the Council will be advised of any developments should matters proceed.
The recent vandalism of the football club’s dugouts was also touched upon.
b) Cllr John Perkins mentioned the possibility of unapproved building work being undertaken at a property on Corkscrew Lane > members could not recollect a Planning application having been seen regarding the property in question Action: the Clerk was instructed to liaise with local ward councillors and write to WCBC Planning dept to, in the first instance, ask if the building work required planning permission. Property believed to be known as Agriculture House.
c) Holy Trinity Church – further to Cllr Graham Blackmore mentioning the poor condition of some of the older gravestones/headstones at the HTC, the Clerk was instructed to write to the vicar, the Rev’d Dylan Parry Jones, to express concern. Rev’d Parry Jones responded, in writing, confirming that there are regular inspections of the churchyard as per Church in Wales regulations. He did, however, ask if Councillors could give specifics.  However, whilst Cllr Blackmore was to have re-visited to pin-point headstones of concern, he was now pleased to report that, following a recent visit from contractors, a number of those that were a cause for concern, had been laid flat. For the present > no further action required.
d) Cllr Phil Penk wished it placed on record his concern as to the very poor mobile phone coverage/availability in some areas of Rhostyllen, and, in addition, in some parts of the County Borough. The recent issue with lengthy landline downtime had made matters worse. Cllr Mark Pritchard gave a little background to overall availability throughout WCBC, and members were of the opinion that, especially in Esclusham, there appeared to be a shortage of masts. Whist accepting that the Community Council could make minimal impact on the construction of masts throughout the County Borough, the Clerk was instructed to liaise with Cllr Penk and look at writing to the local MP and AS to ask if there are any plans to improve mobile phone coverage. Action: Clerk to liaise with Cllr Penk and look to ask the question of the area’s political representatives.
Action Plan – the Clerk advised that there were more ‘outstanding items’ on the AP than usual as priority had been given to completing the 2021/22 Audit work. The outstanding matters will be actioned during June and July, and all should be up to date by the 1st of August.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2022/0419 – application for the “conversion of redundant chapel to ground floor salon and first floor residential (in retrospect)” at Homestead House, Mount Street, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses required by the 25th of May, any comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 18th of May. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 18/5 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted > however, as some members wished to be reminded/advised why this application had been in retrospect, the Clerk was asked to make some enquiries. Action: Clerk to advise Councillors when more detail known.
P/2022/0484 – application for the “erection of two dwellings” on land adjoining Bryn Rhedyn Farm, Bronwylfa Road, Legacy, Wrexham. Already circulated, but as some members had recollection of a previous application in respect of this address, the Clerk was asked to check a couple of points, in the main whether or not the property was within the AONB, before confirming that ECC had no objections to the application. Action: Clerk to obtain a one week extension for responses. Action: Clerk to investigate as mentioned and advise the Council accordingly. Having obtained an extension until the 22nd of June, the Clerk established that a previous application had been for 3 dwellings, for which ECC had no objections, and Cllr Mabyn Pickering confirmed that the application was outside the AONB. The Council was advised as such on the 15th of June and the Clerk confirmed to WCBC on the 21st of June that ECC had no objections to the application.
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2022/0140 – application for “Listed Building Consent for removal of chimney” at Esclusham Hall Farm, Legacy, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4ES. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2022/0305 – application for a “first floor extension” at Y Breuan, Hafod y Bwch, Corkscrew Lane, Ruabon, Wrexham LL14 6HG. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2022/0321 – application for a “two storey side extension” at 52 Summerfields, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4EU. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2022/0344 – application for a “proposed new access and driveway to create a one way driveway system” at Bersham Hall, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HS. Granted with conditions Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    

a) Air Ambulance Wales – “thank you” re 137 grant > from both the Fundraising HQ and the local team/crew in North Wales. The Clerk shared the content with the Council. Noted

b) Bronwylfa WI – “thank you” re S137 grant. The Clerk shared the content with the Council. Noted

c) Friends of RPHT - “thank you” re S137 grant. The Clerk shared the content with the Council. Noted

d) Simon Baynes MP Clwyd South – letter of ‘welcome’ to all members of ECC. The Clerk shared the content with the Council. Noted

e) Wrexham Foodbank – invitation. Copy of e-mail shared with all members. Action required: please advise the Clerk should you wish to attend the ‘gathering’. Noted
    
10.
Items for the Clerk
a) The Community Council’s Welsh Language Policy is due for review (new Council) – English language copy shared with members who were asked to advise if a Welsh language version required. The Community Council unanimously ratified the Policy as held. Action: Clerk to update the Welsh Language Policy and ensure that all 15 Councillors, 2 caretakers and himself receive an, updated, personal copy.
b) Formal approval of the Accounts for 2021/22 following the Internal Audit. A copy of the ‘Conclusion’ sheet dated the 9th of June 2022 (updated from 11th of May), completed by JDH Business Services Ltd, shared with members together with a copy of the Action Plan attached thereto (see below). ACTION TAKEN: The ‘Annual Return for the Year ended 31 March 2022’ was completed and signed by the Clerk and Chair following approval of the Annual Accounts and Annual Governance Statement by the Council
c) Issues raised by the Internal Audit 2021/22 – following receipt of the initial Action Plan (Conclusion sheet) dated the 11th of May, the Clerk liaised further with the Internal Auditor and, as all ‘actions to be taken’, were dealt with at the time, an updated Action Plan dated the 9th of June was furnished. No further action required.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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