ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 13th March 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Graham Blackmore, Jean Kelly, Mark Pritchard, Mabyn Pickering, John Perkins, Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Gemma Richards, Val Morgan & Claire Luckock
Apologies: Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicola Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicola Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements – “Good to be back”
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th February 2023  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
Budget for 2023/24 – further to the draft budget presented to the Council in December, the Chair of Finance proposed that this be formally ratified and accepted by the Community Council. A copy of the proposed budget shared with all members and, following a brief discussion, this was unanimously ratified. Action: Clerk to attach a copy of the proposed 2023/24 budget to these minutes.

6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (08/02/2023 > 08/03/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Viking ( 2 x storage cabinets for archiving etc)
	26-Jan-23
	4736
	457.15
	
	9,386.01

	Transfer from business savings 
	7-Feb-23
	
	
	8,000.00
	17,386.01

	WCBC (contribution towards Playscheme)
	8-Feb-23
	4737
	3,258.00
	
	14,128.01

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Jan)
	8-Feb-23
	4738
	1,337.62
	
	12,790.39

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	3-Jan-23
	
	
	700.00
	13,490.39

	WCBC (m8 - commercial refuse)  
	3-Jan-23
	D/D
	78.92
	
	13,411.47

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	13,131.75

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Jan-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	12,876.93

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	793.32
	
	12,083.61

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	321.12
	
	11,762.49

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	124.03
	
	11,638.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	1,159.35
	
	10,479.11

	BT
	16-Jan-23
	D/D
	185.77
	
	10,293.34

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	10,013.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	20.60
	
	9,993.02

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	23-Jan-23
	D/D
	701.12
	
	9,291.90

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	9,012.18

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	85.71
	
	8,926.47

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	8,646.75

	Loan repayment - PWLB (HY)
	31-Jan-23
	D/D
	1,687.79
	
	6,958.96

	Transfer to Imprest
	31-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	280.60
	
	6,678.36

	WCBC (m9 - commercial refuse)  
	1-Feb-23
	D/D
	78.92
	
	6,599.44

	Cq 4732 > Bank error: dr ECC a/c £1,730.21
	10-Feb-23
	
	
	0.50
	6,599.94

	Viking (stationery - inc stamps)
	14-Feb-23
	4739
	99.87
	
	6,500.07

	Transfer from business savings 
	20-Feb-23
	
	
	6,000.00
	12,500.07

	Bryn Jones (February salary)
	27-Feb-23
	4740
	1,730.91
	
	10,769.16

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	27-Feb-23
	4741
	152.23
	
	10,616.93

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (6m em light check)
	27-Feb-23
	4742
	67.20
	
	10,549.73

	SLCC (Clerk membership 2023/24)
	28-Feb-23
	4743
	236.00
	
	10,313.73

	Unpaid cheque - "signature differs"
	1-Mar-23
	[4740]
	-1,730.91
	
	12,044.64

	Bryn Jones (February salary - replacement cq)
	1-Mar-23
	4744
	1,730.91
	
	10,313.73


Imprest Account (08/02/2023 > 08/03/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 44 o/t) 
	6-Feb-23
	1835
	120.01
	
	-1,438.94

	Transfer from current
	3-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	-1,159.22

	Transfer from current
	5-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	793.32
	-365.90

	Transfer from current
	9-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	321.12
	-44.78

	Transfer from current
	10-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	124.03
	79.25

	Transfer from current
	13-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	1,159.35
	1,238.60

	Transfer from current
	16-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	1,518.32

	Transfer from current
	19-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	20.60
	1,538.92

	Transfer from current
	23-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	1,818.64

	Transfer from current
	24-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	85.71
	1,904.35

	Transfer from current
	30-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	2,184.07

	Transfer from current
	31-Jan-23
	Auto tfr
	
	280.60
	2,464.67

	HMRC (5 February)
	10-Feb-23
	1836
	657.19
	
	1,807.48

	L Breeze (wk45)
	13-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,653.76

	D Jenkins (wk45) 
	13-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,500.04

	L Breeze (wk45 o/t)
	13-Feb-23
	1837
	156.01
	
	1,344.03

	D Jenkins (wk45 o/t)
	13-Feb-23
	1838
	195.06
	
	1,148.97

	L Breeze (wk46)
	20-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	995.25

	D Jenkins (wk46)
	20-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	841.53

	D Jenkins (wk 46 o/t)
	20-Feb-23
	1839
	344.46
	
	497.07

	L Breeze (wk47)
	27-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	343.35

	D Jenkins (wk47)
	27-Feb-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	189.63

	L Breeze (wk47 back pay - as Jan minutes)
	27-Feb-23
	1840
	857.45
	
	-667.82

	D Jenkins (wk47 back pay - as Jan minutes)
	27-Feb-23
	1841
	759.33
	
	-1,427.15

	L Breeze (wk48)
	6-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,580.87

	D Jenkins (wk48)
	6-Mar-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,734.59

	L Breeze (wk 48 o/t) 
	6-Mar-23
	1843
	210.42
	
	-1,945.01

	D Jenkins (wk 48 o/t)
	6-Mar-23
	1844
	135.03
	
	-2,080.04


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (08/02/2023 > 08/03/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	27-Jan-23
	
	24.05
	
	
	22.43
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

Business Instant Access Account 
             30/03/2023

 31,647.01

             

Current Account
                 

01/02/2023      
   
 10,313.73
Imprest Account
                

01/02/2023      

  -2,080.04 (book entry)
Petty Cash Account
              

08/03/2023
   
        22.43 









           
           £39.903.13    
     
      
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	23-Jan-23
	
	
	515.00
	15,286.37

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	3-Jan-23
	
	700.00
	
	14,586.37

	Playgroup
	25-Jan-23
	
	
	110.00
	14,696.37

	Caia Park Partnership (Dec)
	26-Jan-23
	
	
	17.50
	14,713.87

	Aikido Class (Jan) 
	31-Jan-23
	
	
	45.00
	14,758.87

	Paige Street Dance (Jan)
	31-Jan-23
	
	
	30.00
	14,788.87

	John Heap (work at  P Hall as invoice)
	10-Feb-23
	0189
	830.00
	
	13,958.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	20-Feb-23
	
	
	696.00
	14,654.87


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Isabelle Tinn (kids party)
	4-Feb-23
	3158
	
	35.00
	467.62
	

	Coffee & lemon cake for Parish Hall
	6-Feb-23
	
	10.00
	
	457.62
	

	Sam Wright (deposit kids party 11/6)
	6-Feb-23
	3159
	
	20.00
	477.62
	

	Kim Moo Music
	7-Feb-23
	3160
	
	20.00
	497.62
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-Feb-23
	3161
	
	15.00
	512.62
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	7-Feb-23
	3162
	
	15.00
	527.62
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Feb-23
	3163
	
	15.00
	542.62
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	10-Feb-23
	3164
	
	25.00
	567.62
	

	Sarah J McLean (kids party)
	11-Feb-23
	3165
	
	29.00
	596.62
	

	Chloe Griffiths (kids party)
	12-Feb-23
	3166
	
	29.00
	625.62
	

	Kim Moo Music
	14-Feb-23
	3167
	
	20.00
	645.62
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-Feb-23
	3168
	
	15.00
	660.62
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	14-Feb-23
	3169
	
	15.00
	675.62
	

	Indoor Bowls
	15-Feb-23
	3170
	
	15.00
	690.62
	

	Katie Gilmore (deposit kids party 18/6)
	17-Feb-23
	3171
	
	10.00
	700.62
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	17-Feb-23
	3172
	
	25.00
	725.62
	

	Sophie Gregson (kids party)
	18-Feb-23
	3173
	
	32.50
	758.12
	

	Transfer to current 
	20-Feb-23
	
	
	
	62.12
	696.00

	Biscuits for Parish Hall (Morning Tea cafe)
	21-Feb-23
	3174
	30.84
	
	31.28
	

	Kim Moo Music
	21-Feb-23
	3174
	
	20.00
	51.28
	

	Tuesday Club
	21-Feb-23
	3175
	
	15.00
	66.28
	

	Bushra Ali (deposit for event 2/12)
	22-Feb-23
	3176
	
	10.00
	76.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	22-Feb-23
	3177
	
	15.00
	91.28
	

	Jess Moreton (deposit kids party 22/4)
	24-Feb-23
	3178
	
	10.00
	101.28
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	24-Feb-23
	3179
	
	25.00
	126.28
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-Feb-23
	3180
	
	15.00
	141.28
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	1-Mar-23
	
	
	93.43
	234.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	1-Mar-23
	3181
	
	15.00
	249.71
	

	Stacey Evans (deposit kids party 23/3)
	3-Mar-23
	3182
	
	10.00
	259.71
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	3-Mar-23
	3183
	
	25.00
	284.71
	

	Kelly Williams (deposit kids party 10/6)
	3-Mar-23
	3184
	
	10.00
	294.71
	

	Cayli Davies (kids party)
	4-Mar-23
	3185
	
	19.00
	313.71
	

	Bushra Ali (party)
	5-Mar-23
	3186
	
	59.00
	372.71
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              01/02/2023

     14,654.87


Petty Cash Account



08/03/2023
    
          372.71    












   £15,027.58

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Nat Cargius, Vic Davies, Nicola Davies-Williams & Darcy Davies-Williams
2. 
Chair’s announcements – none
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
a) Development on National Trust land off Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen: Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that the building works were proceeding apace and that WCBC Planning Dept would be monitoring the building contractor’s adherence to all conditions pertaining to the planning application. All will “follow due process”. Cllr Pritchard advised that it was his understanding that building works would be undertaken in 3 phases, with phase 1 having commenced on land beyond the Holy Trinity Church. Members also told that a pedestrian crossing in the Church Street/Trinity Street area would be constructed as part of phase 1. The access road onto the site is located as agreed. Phase 2 would include works between the Holy Trinity Church and the Co-op ‘roundabout’, with phase 3 being the remainder of the development in the Wrexham direction.
Matters that will require clarification/discussion in the weeks and months to come would be:

i) Community facility as per the original approved plan.

ii) Education provision as conditioned. – believed to be due after 74 properties erected.
iii) Establishing whether any Community ‘benefit’ would be forthcoming for local ‘organisations/groups’.
iv) Confirmation of a replacement ‘right of way footpath’.
v) When are the zebra/pelican crossings to be installed.

vi) Is the new roundabout on the Wrexham Road part of phase 2.

Cllr Pritchard advised that a temporary path, leading towards Erddig via the railway underpass, was in place behind the phase 1 area of the development. This is along an area of land known locally as ‘tanker drive’.

Council advised that, where able, the Local Elected Member would look to advise of any developments during his ‘CC Reports’ on a month-to-month basis.
b) Cllr Pritchard advised that he is due to meet the WCBC ‘Rights of Way’ officer on site regarding some outstanding ‘snagging’ issues regarding the recently (much) improved entrance onto/off the Manor Farm path, which terminates right on the Wrexham Road. He or the Clerk will advise members when the final work has been carried out.
c) There have been no developments regarding the works alongside the Middle Pub > matter halted for now due to planning issue.
Further to item (a), above, a member of the public who was present, and invited to say a few words, thanked the Community Council, and especially Cllr Pritchard, for information shared during the debate regarding the aforementioned matter.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th February 2023 - unanimously ratified
6
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 8th of March 2023 – Cllr Graham Blackmore:
PC Chris Wadsworth, PCSO Charlotte Kinney, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr Mark Pritchard and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies from Cllr John Perkins.     

‘OFFA’ team > awaiting one, possibly two, new PCSOs. TEAM: PC Lucia Pritchard, PC Chris Wadsworth, PCSO Sara Williams, PCSO Tom Jones and PCSO Laura Cooper. PCSO Charlotte Kinney who attended is part of the ‘Caia’ team.

Vans > a number of vans have been broken into over the past few days, and NWP are investigating as part of a wider initiative. Local suspicion has fallen on a white transit van which a number of residents have spotted driving slowly around the village – may be totally innocent, of course, but times spotted (late at night) may suggest otherwise. NWP have been made aware of a partial registration number of the said van as well as the location of items, believed to have been from the burglaries, which have been dumped near the Crematorium. Ongoing NWP investigation.

ASB > further to some anti social behaviour at the Memorial Gardens, which included throwing stones at nearby residents and their properties, NWP have increased their patrols around the area in question. It is believed, but not confirmed, that police officers have spoken to the youths concerned. Monitor. 
Bikes/scooters > remain an issue, but the number of instances reduced. Ongoing.
In addition, NWP are to investigate a car that may have an illegal number plate thereon.

b) Development on National Trust land off Wrexham Road: Cllrs Phil Penk and Richard Elias suggested that the Community Council consider setting-up a working group to monitor ongoing developments at the site and, in addition, ongoing adherence to conditions. Cllrs Phil Penk, Richard Elias and Mabyn Pickering, along with the Clerk will represent the Community Council. As a first step the Clerk is instructed to contact the WCBC Planning Dept to ask if an initial meeting can be arranged within the next few weeks. Action: Clerk.

ACTION PLAN – comments: 
i) BT bills: the Chair, Cllr Phil Penk will work alongside the Clerk to look at moving matters along.
ii) The list of sub-committees/groups is to be completed by April and shared with the Council at a Q2 meeting.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0042 – application for the “erection of garage” at 6 Fairview, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 6/3 that Esclusham Community Council have no objections to the application. 
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/ P/2022/1083 - application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 176” at 61 Summerfields, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Granted. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – ‘Application for a Modification Order to amend the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way in the Community of Esclusham, County Borough of Wrexham”. Location: application to add/upgrade to bridleway a route between Bronwylfa Road and Llwyneinion Road in the Community of Esclusham, County Borough of Wrexham. Paperwork shared with the Council. Noted and the Council are supportive of the application. Cllrs Val Morgan and Mabyn Pickering plan to walk the route, as much as able, in the next few weeks. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC.
b) Welsh Government via OVW – ‘Request for Nominations for the King’s New Year 2024 Honours’. E-mail, along with a guide to ‘Honouring Outstanding People’ and a copy of the nomination form, forwarded to all Councillors on the 16th of February. The covering e-mail, along with the aforementioned guide, contains detailed guidance on when, and how, to put forward a nomination. Final date – 31st March 2023. Noted – no nominations forthcoming.
c) AONB – invitation for ECC representation at the ‘Clwydian Range & Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) > Spring Meeting of the AONB Champions, Local Members Town & Community Councils’ being held on the 2nd March 2023. In view of timescales, invitation forwarded to ECC – AONB Champions, Cllrs Mabyn Pickering and Phil Penk. Unfortunately, neither Councillor was able to attend > Noted
d) Macmillan Cancer Support – e-mail giving some detail as to the work carried out by Macmillan Cancer Support and asking if the Community Council could consider making a donation. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to place the paperwork in the S137 file for consideration at the March meeting. Action: Clerk.
e) SLCC – renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership at £236.00 for SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks). Figure calculated from the current gross annual salary. As membership previously authorised by the Council: SLCC cheque sent > memberships to continue for 2023/24 – as from 1/4.
Noted – Council fully supportive of Clerk’s membership,
f) Rod King MBE – 20’s Plenty for Us. E-mail containing information regarding the proposed Welsh Government plan to set a default 20mph speed limit for cities, towns and villages as from the 17th of September. The 20’s Plenty for Us organisation have been working with Councils/Authorities throughout the UK. E-mail forwarded to all members on the 28th February – for information. Noted and Cllr Mark Pritchard reminded the Council that the Welsh Government was to introduce the speed reduction throughout Wales, including, as it is currently understood, all qualifying areas within Wrexham County Borough.
g) One Voice Wales – ‘Training Needs Survey 2023’ > relating to Councillors, Clerks and other staff as well as to the general role of the Council. The closing date is the 28th of March and Councils are encouraged to complete. The Council may wish to consider, as suggested on the accompanying e-mail, to have the return complete by “a small group of Councillors, including the Chair, should with the Clerk, consider the responses to the questions before the online survey is completed. E-mail, containing a link to the survey, forwarded to all members on the 3/3. Having perused the paperwork, the Chair, Cllr Phil Penk, questioned whether much of the content was pertinent, but that he would work alongside the Clerk to further look into the matter. Cllr Penk suggested to the Council that ‘training for Councillors’ be re-visited during 2023 and it was unanimously agreed to do so later in the year. Action: Clerk to be on diary.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Section 137 meeting arranged for 6:30pm on Monday the 27th of March. Action: Clerk to be on diary to send out the agenda w/c the 20th of March. Action: In the immediate, Clerk send out an e-mail confirming what arranged.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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