ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 12th December 2022  
Present: Cllrs Val Morgan, Richard Elias, Jean Kelly, John Perkins & Mabyn Pickering
Apologies: Cllrs Phil Penk, Vic Davies, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love. Mark Pritchard, Darcy Davies-Williams & Nicci Davies-Williams.
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: 
Apologies given > henceforth NWP plan to attend one meeting per Quarter.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Phil Penk, Vic Davies, Graham Blackmore, Darcy Davies-Williams, Nicci Davies-Williams, Mark Pritchard & Sarah Love 
2.
Chair’s announcements – “Good to be back”. Due to ongoing ill-health, this meeting was Cllr Elias’ first actual meeting for some time. 
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th November 2022  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
a) ECC draft Budget forecast for 2023/24. The Chair of Finance shared the draft budget with members and explained the planned year-on-year variances. Draft budget for 2023/24 unanimously ratified. The formal budget for 2023/24, expected to be as the draft, will be presented to the Council for final ratification in Q1 2023. Action:
Clerk to be on diary for March 2023 to place ’final ratification of the 2023/24 budget’ on to that month’s agenda. Action: Clerk to attach a copy of the draft budget to the minutes for December 2022.
b) Precept 2023/24: Whilst the usual letter from WCBC will not be received until w/c 12th December, the Clerk has been advised that the tax base for 2023/24 is 1423  (an uplift of 3 from 2022/23.

The Community Council are to set a precept for 2023/24 by mid-January > the exact date will be contained in the, as yet un-received, WCBC letter.
Some possible scenarios for 2023/24:-   
% Increase      Band D Charge   Tax base      Precept
0.00%                 £74.45

 1423
        £105,942.35 (tax base up 3)
1.00%                 £75.19

 1423
        £106,995.37
2.00%

£75.94

 1423            £108,062.62
3.00%     
£76.68

 1423
        £109,115.64
4.00% 
              £77.43
               1423            £110,182.89
5.00%
              £78.17
               1423
        £111,235.91
Following discussion, the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, proposed an increase of 3%, as per the above table. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Val Morgan and unanimously ratified. The Precept figure for 2023/24 will be £109,115.64.  Action: Clerk to advise WCBC of the said Precept figure upon receipt of the aforementioned letter.
c) Clerk – Annual pay award > copy of article detailing the outcome of the ‘Local Government Pay Claim 2022/23’ together with a table of the new pay rates, shared with all Councillors, The Clerk is currently on SCP 25 and a covering note, countersigned by the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, summarizing how the pay award impacts on the Clerk’s salary and back pay, also circulated. The Council ratified the annual pay award to the Clerk. Action: Clerk to implement the pay increase with effect from the December payday, together with back pay due > as aforementioned note.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (07/11/2022 > 07/12/2022)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Viking (cleaning materials for the P Hall)
	26-Oct-22
	4706
	11.95
	
	14,607.36

	WCBC (m6 - commercial refuse) 
	3-Oct-22
	D/D
	78.92
	
	14,528.44

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	14,248.72

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	163.90
	
	14,084.82

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Oct-22
	D/D
	254.82
	
	13,830.00

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	129.93
	
	13,700.07

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	260.00
	
	13,440.07

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	13,160.35

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	122.13
	
	13,038.22

	Avanti (Gas)
	17-Oct-22
	D/D
	91.94
	
	12,946.28

	BT
	17-Oct-22
	D/D
	185.77
	
	12,760.51

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	12,480.79

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	750.80
	
	11,729.99

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	21-Oct-22
	D/D
	679.92
	
	11,050.07

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	10,770.35

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	168.56
	
	10,601.79

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	150.00
	
	10,451.79

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	128.92
	
	10,322.87

	Transfer to Imprest
	31-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	279.72
	
	10,043.15

	WCBC (m6 - commercial refuse) 
	1-Nov-22
	D/D
	78.92
	
	9,964.23

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	14-Nov-22
	4707
	152.23
	
	9,812.00

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (Christmas lights PH)
	14-Nov-22
	4708
	150.00
	
	9,662.00

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Oct)
	14-Nov-22
	4709
	1,783.49
	
	7,878.51

	Viking (cleaning items etc > for the Parish Hall)
	16-Nov-22
	4710
	67.62
	
	7,810.89

	Viking (stationery)
	16-Nov-22
	4711
	142.04
	
	7,668.85

	Contribution (fundraiser HinW) Bersham defib
	17-Nov-22
	
	
	440.00
	8,108.85

	Gallagher Insurance (Insce renewal 2022/23)
	21-Nov-22
	4712
	2,907.67
	
	5,201.18

	Bellevue Community Youth Band (as mins 14/11)
	21-Nov-22
	4713
	100.00
	
	5,101.18

	Transfer from business savings 
	24-Nov-22
	
	
	9,000.00
	14,101.18

	Bryn Jones (November salary)
	25-Nov-22
	4714
	1,626.85
	
	12,474.33

	Viking (stationery - inc stamps)
	28-Nov-22
	4715
	124.96
	
	12,349.37

	WCBC - Q1 school crossing patrol
	29-Nov-22
	4716
	1,374.00
	
	10,975.37

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	30-Nov-22
	4717
	152.23
	
	10,823.14

	Donation towards party costs > OBH Rhostyllen
	2-Dec-22
	
	
	50.00
	10,873.14

	Lloyd & Jones (cormatic toilet paper)
	2-Dec-22
	4718
	167.98
	
	10,705.16

	Hops & Barley (drinks for Snr Citizens party)
	6-Dec-22
	4719
	676.00
	
	10,029.16


Imprest Account (07/11/2022 > 07/12/2022)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 31 o/t)  
	7-Nov-22
	1806
	107.52
	
	-819.60

	Transfer from current
	3-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	-539.88

	Transfer from current
	4-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	163.90
	-375.98

	Transfer from current
	6-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	129.93
	-246.05

	Transfer from current
	7-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	260.00
	13.95

	Transfer from current
	10-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	293.67

	Transfer from current
	13-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	122.13
	415.80

	Transfer from current
	17-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	695.52

	Transfer from current
	19-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	750.80
	1,446.32

	Transfer from current
	24-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	1,726.04

	Transfer from current
	25-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	168.56
	1,894.60

	Transfer from current
	26-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	150.00
	2,044.60

	Transfer from current
	27-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	128.92
	2,173.52

	Transfer from current
	31-Oct-22
	Auto tfr
	
	279.72
	2,453.24

	HMRC (5 November)
	14-Nov-22
	1807
	668.61
	
	1,784.63

	L Breeze (wk 32)
	14-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	1,644.77

	D Jenkins (wk 32)
	14-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	1,504.91

	L Breeze (wk 32 o/t)
	14-Nov-22
	1808
	161.53
	
	1,343.38

	D Jenkins (wk 32 o/t) 
	14-Nov-22
	1809
	145.27
	
	1,198.11

	Transfer to cash 
	14-Nov-22
	1810
	300.00
	
	898.11

	L Breeze (wk 33)
	21-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	758.25

	D Jenkins (wk 33)
	21-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	618.39

	L Breeze (wk 33 o/t)
	21-Nov-22
	1811
	163.12
	
	455.27

	D Jenkins (wk 33 o/t & tax adj HMRC) 
	21-Nov-22
	1812
	80.52
	
	374.75

	L Breeze (wk 34)
	28-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	234.89

	D Jenkins (wk 34)
	28-Nov-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	95.03

	D Jenkins (wk 34 o/t)
	28-Nov-22
	1813
	156.81
	
	-61.78

	Transfer to cash  
	30-Nov-22
	1814
	300.00
	
	-361.78

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 2/12)
	2-Dec-22
	1818
	400.00
	
	-761.78

	See file note > inv for £460 (£60 already paid)
	
	
	
	
	-761.78

	L Breeze (wk 35)
	5-Dec-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-901.64

	D Jenkins (wk 35)
	5-Dec-22
	S/O
	139.86
	
	-1,041.50

	L Breeze (wk 35 o/t)
	5-Dec-22
	1815
	170.19
	
	-1,211.69

	D Jenkins (wk 35 o/t) 
	5-Dec-22
	1816
	135.98
	
	-1,347.67


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (07/11/2022 > 07/12/2022)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Special Delivery re Modification Order via MP
	10-Oct-22
	
	6.85
	
	105.55
	

	Katy Thomas (bugler - Rem Sunday)
	13-Nov-22
	
	40.00
	
	65.55
	

	Refreshments for Remembrance Sunday 
	14-Nov-22
	
	44.00
	
	21.55
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	14-Nov-22
	
	
	300.00
	321.55
	

	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	21-Nov-22
	
	24.05
	
	297.50
	

	Linda Breeze re Bank error 25/7 (Imprest a/c)
	21-Nov-22
	
	0.10
	
	297.40
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	30-Nov-22
	
	
	300.00
	597.40
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book 








    
     
      £

Business Instant Access Account 
              30/09/2022

 65,007.73

             

Current Account
                 

01/11/2022        
   
 10,029.16
Imprest Account
                

01/11/2022        
                -1,347.67


Petty Cash Account
              

07/12/2022
   
      597.40









            £74,286.62 
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	24-Oct-22
	
	
	495.00
	13,697.35

	Paige Street Dance (Sept)
	3-Oct-22
	
	
	30.00
	13,727.35

	Aikido Class (Sept) 
	3-Oct-22
	
	
	60.00
	13,787.35

	Caia Park Partnership (Aug)
	6-Oct-22
	
	
	52.50
	13,839.85

	Caia Park Partnership (Sept)
	21-Oct-22
	
	
	10.00
	13,849.85

	Playgroup 
	25-Oct-22
	
	
	110.00
	13,959.85

	Aikido Class (Oct) 
	27-Oct-22
	
	
	60.00
	14,019.85

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Sept) 
	31-Oct-22
	
	
	100.00
	14,119.85

	Paige Street Dance (Oct)
	1-Nov-22
	
	
	40.00
	14,159.85

	Replacement stove for PH kitchen (via PP)
	14-Nov-22
	0183
	177.98
	
	13,981.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	21-Nov-22
	
	
	400.00
	14,381.87


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Claire George (kids party)
	5-Nov-22
	3087
	
	29.00
	324.64
	

	Kim Moo Music
	8-Nov-22
	3088
	
	20.00
	344.64
	

	Tuesday Club
	8-Nov-22
	3089
	
	15.00
	359.64
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	8-Nov-22
	3090
	
	12.50
	372.14
	

	Indoor Bowls
	9-Nov-22
	3091
	
	15.00
	387.14
	

	Eleanor Hare (deposit kids party 8/1)
	9-Nov-22
	3092
	
	10.00
	397.14
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	11-Nov-22
	3093
	
	25.00
	422.14
	

	Lynsey Bellamy (kids party)
	12-Nov-22
	3094
	
	29.00
	451.14
	

	Tina Richards (kids party)
	12-Nov-22
	3095
	
	29.00
	480.14
	

	Kim Moo Music
	15-Nov-22
	3096
	
	20.00
	500.14
	

	Tuesday Club
	15-Nov-22
	3097
	
	15.00
	515.14
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	15-Nov-22
	3098
	
	12.50
	527.64
	

	Indoor Bowls
	16-Nov-22
	3099
	
	15.00
	542.64
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	18-Nov-22
	3100
	
	25.00
	567.64
	

	  Charlotte Roberts (kids party)
	20-Nov-22
	3101
	
	29.00
	596.64
	

	Transfer to current 
	21-Nov-22
	
	
	
	196.64
	400.00

	Kim Moo Music
	22-Nov-22
	3102
	
	20.00
	216.64
	

	Tuesday Club
	22-Nov-22
	3103
	
	15.00
	231.64
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	22-Nov-22
	3104
	
	12.50
	244.14
	

	Indoor Bowls
	23-Nov-22
	3105
	
	15.00
	259.14
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	25-Nov-22
	3106
	
	25.00
	284.14
	

	Church Bingo  
	25-Nov-22
	3107
	
	22.50
	306.64
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	29-Nov-22
	
	
	76.75
	383.39
	

	Tuesday Club
	29-Nov-22
	3108
	
	15.00
	398.39
	

	Indoor Bowls
	30-Nov-22
	3109
	
	15.00
	413.39
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	2-Dec-22
	3110
	
	25.00
	438.39
	

	Joanne Hennessey (kids party)
	3-Dec-22
	3111
	
	35.00
	473.39
	

	Emma Jones (kids party)
	4-Dec-22
	3112
	
	35.00
	508.39
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              01/11/2022

      14,381.87

Petty Cash Account



07/12/2022
    
           508.39












   £14,890.26

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr John Perkins (both Chair and Vice Chair having given apologies)
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Phil Penk, Vic Davies, Graham Blackmore, Darcy Davies-Williams, Nicci Davies-Williams, Mark Pritchard & Sarah Love 

2. 
Chair’s announcements  - Cllr Perkins wished to place on record his appreciation and thanks to all those who assisted at last Friday’s Senior Citizens Christmas party. Most of the Councillors who attended the event were present at the meeting and Cllr Perkins thanked them for their efforts. In addition, at the request of the Chair and those Councillors present, the Clerk was instructed to thank, either verbally or by letter, all volunteers (Terry, Geoff, Tony, Alwena and Donna) and to commend both caretakers (Linda and Debbie) on their hard work throughout the day. Action: Clerk
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard not present > apologies given
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th November 2022 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 7th December 2022. Cllr John Perkin shared the content with the Council:
Police Liaison meeting > 7th December 2022  Present :- 

PCSO Tom Jones, Cllr John Perkins, Cllr Graham Blackmore and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard and Sergeant Rhian Hughes.

NWP Offa team: Presently: PC Lucia Pritchard, PC Chris Wadsworth, PCSO Sara Williams, PCSO Laura Cooper and PCSO Tom Jones. In addition, there are two new Sergeants in-situ and it is hoped to arrange a meeting with either/both in the first quarter of 2023.

Issues: Break-in to a shed on Eldon Grove – Tom confirmed that the investigation is ongoing. There was also an attempted break-in at the Old Black Horse (Middle Pub). It is possible that both incidents are linked.

Issues: Cllr Graham Blackmore, once again, mentioned that a number of concerns had been raised regarding ‘over familiar’ dogs running loose along the disused railway line path. In addition, their fouling of the footpath whilst away from their owners is a concern. Tom advised that there was little that NWP could do regarding these instances, short of ongoing patrolling of the path, although concerns are suitably noted. 

Issues: Once again a surfeit of dog fouling on School Street.

Regarding the above: The Clerk is to attempt to get the WCBC Enforcement team to spend some time in Rhostyllen in the New Year.

Parking: If able to visit Rhostyllen, the Enforcement team will also be asked to check out the situation on Eldon Grove (by the Co-Op) > numerous incidences of inconsiderate parking on double yellow lines.

NWP Community Safety team: PCSO Sadie Roberts has been transferred to this dedicated team and, if up-and-running in the New Year they will be asked if they can visit some of the clubs and organisations in the Parish Hall.

‘Cuppa with a Copper’‘: Tom to check with PCSO Laura Cooper > when next one due ?

NWP attendance at Council meetings: Further to the Inspector’s note of early September, it is expected that there will be police presence at an ECC Council meeting once per Quarter.

b) Proposed commencement of building work on National Trust land, Rhostyllen – it had been hoped that the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, would be able to give an update but, unfortunately, he has given his apologies. Following a brief discussion, the Clerk was instructed to place the matter on the January agenda. Action: Clerk
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2022/0977 – application for a “single storey side, rear and front extensions” at Murten, Henry Street, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
None
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Welsh Government – letter advising Community Councils of the ‘Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2023/24’. The maximum for the financial year 2023/24 will be £9.93 per elector, being an increase from £8.82 per elector in the current year. A S137 meeting is to be arranged for March 2023. Noted
b) WCBC - Playcheme ‘Rhostyllen Report 2022/23. Report forwarded to Councillors on the 18th of November along with a brief covering note from the Clerk. Noted
c) WCBC - from Gareth Stacey, WCBC Assistant Team Lead – Play & Youth, regarding ‘Funding for Staffed Play Provision in 2023/24’. Letter shared with members.
i) For 2022/23: “As a committed investor in children’s play, we are delighted to update you that a quarter of all play sessions delivered in your community by the WCBC play team over the school summer holiday has been funded via the ‘Welsh Government Summer of Fun funding’, This saving to you will be reflected in our final invoice, the reduction is outlined below > 25% reduction in summer sessions: £822.00. The invoice for the current Financial Year is awaited. Information: In 2022/23, with a reduced budget of £3,900, the Community Council negotiated the following: 23 days over the summer holiday, consisting of 3 hour sessions x 4 days a week (Tuesday > Friday, although the first week was to be 3 days only) x over the 6 week summer holiday. ECC did receive 24 days of playscheme provision. Noted
ii) For 2023/24, the Local Authority, are, once again, encouraging the take-up of two hour long play sessions and are also looking at regular all year round delivery, although provision during the school holidays is also available. All details contained in the aforementioned letter and members encouraged to consider all options. Following discussion it was unanimously decided to request a costing for the same playscheme provision as this year, namely: 23 days over the summer holiday, consisting of 3 hour sessions x 4 days a week (Tuesday > Friday, although the first week was to be 3 days only) x over the 6 week summer holiday.  
Action: Clerk to advise WCBC of ECC requirement and to ask for a costing,
d) WCBC – from Paul Rogers, Street Lighting team > re Bersham columns. Information only: “After carrying out an inspection of the heritage lanterns we feel it prudent to change the majority of these to new LED lanterns due to the current lanterns’ condition, being difficult to maintain. We have approached our supplier and now waiting on costs for the materials.” Noted

e) Nightingale House Hospice – Advent newsletter 2022. Noted
9.
Items for the Clerk - none
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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