ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 12th June 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Gemma Richards, Richard Elias, Mark Pritchard, Nicci Davies-Williams, Claire Luckock, Graham Blackmore, Nat Cargius, Mabyn Pickering, Darcy Davies-Williams, John Perkins, Sarah Love & Val Morgan
Apologies: Cllr Jean Kelly
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllr Jean Kelly
2.
Chair’s announcements - none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 15th May 2023  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items  
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (10/05/2023 > 07/06/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	ICO registration (renewal)
	28-Apr-23
	D/D
	35.00
	
	7,276.15

	Viking (stationery & 1st/2nd class stamps)
	15-May-23
	4774
	146.20
	
	7,129.95

	BT (new acount via PP)
	16-May-23
	4775
	128.83
	
	7,001.12

	Bryn Jones (May salary)
	23-May-23
	4776
	1,730.71
	
	5,270.41

	Viking (cleaning items etc > for the Parish Hall) 
	23-May-23
	4777
	143.70
	
	5,126.71

	Transfer from business savings 
	23-May-23
	
	
	9,000.00
	14,126.71

	DJ Elec Consultants Ltd (various re lights MG)
	23-May-23
	4778
	168.00
	
	13,958.71

	JDH Business Services Ltd (Internal Audit)
	24-May-23
	4779
	444.00
	
	13,514.71

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Mar)
	30-May-23
	4780
	470.56
	
	13,044.15

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	30-May-23
	4781
	152.23
	
	12,891.92


Imprest Account (10/05/2023 > 07/06/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 5 o/t)
	9-May-23
	1867
	59.62
	
	1,027.85

	L Breeze (wk 6)
	15-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	874.13

	D Jenkins (wk 6)
	15-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	720.41

	L Breeze (wk 6 o/t)
	15-May-23
	1868
	63.74
	
	656.67

	D Jenkins (wk 6 o/t)
	15-May-23
	1869
	141.42
	
	515.25

	L Breeze (wk 7)
	22-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	361.53

	D Jenkins (wk7)
	22-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	207.81

	L Breeze (wk 7 o/t)
	22-May-23
	1870
	96.93
	
	110.88

	D Jenkins (wk 7 o/t & call out)
	22-May-23
	1871
	156.32
	
	-45.44

	L Breeze (wk 8)
	29-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-199.16

	D Jenkins (wk 8)
	29-May-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-352.88

	L Breeze (wk 8 o/t)
	30-May-23
	1872
	64.73
	
	-417.61

	D Jenkins (wk 8 o/t)
	30-May-23
	1873
	81.51
	
	-499.12

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 021)
	30-May-23
	1874
	280.00
	
	-779.12

	L Breeze (wk 9)
	5-Jun-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-932.84

	D Jenkins (wk 9)
	5-Jun-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,086.56


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (10/05/2023 > 07/06/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Transfer from Imprest
	24-Apr-23
	
	
	140.00
	
	188.38


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
             16/05/2023

31,130.39

             

Current Account
                 
              28/04/2023      
   
12,891.92
  
Imprest Account
                

28/04/2023

 -1,086.56    


Petty Cash Account
              

07/06/2023
   
     188.38 









           £43,124.13
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	15,533.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	17-Apr-23
	
	
	415.00
	15,948.87

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Feb & Mar) 
	6-Apr-23
	
	
	180.00
	16,128.87

	Playgroup
	25-Apr-23
	
	
	110.00
	16,238.87

	Aikido Class (Apr) 
	25-Apr-23
	
	
	54.00
	16,292.87

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	22-May-23
	
	
	610.00
	16,902.87


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2023
	
	
	
	
	415.81
	

	Rhi Steele (Kids party)
	2-Apr-23
	3214
	
	29.00
	444.81
	

	Tuesday Club
	4-Apr-23
	3215
	
	18.00
	462.81
	

	Charlie Wright (deposit kids party 16/4)
	4-Apr-23
	3216
	
	10.00
	472.81
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	4-Apr-23
	3217
	
	18.00
	490.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	5-Apr-23
	3218
	
	18.00
	508.81
	

	Tuesday Club
	11-Apr-23
	3219
	
	18.00
	526.81
	

	Emma Davies (deposit kids party 1/7)
	14-Apr-23
	3220
	
	10.00
	536.81
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	14-Apr-23
	3221
	
	24.00
	560.81
	

	Claire Smith (kids party)
	16-Apr-23
	3223
	
	43.00
	603.81
	

	Transfer to current 
	17-Apr-23
	
	
	
	188.81
	415.00

	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	17-Apr-23
	
	30.49
	
	158.32
	

	Shelley Fox [Street Vibez) - bingo 21/4
	17-Apr-23
	3224
	
	30.00
	188.32
	

	Kim Moo Music
	18-Apr-23
	3225
	
	24.00
	212.32
	

	Tuesday Club
	18-Apr-23
	3226
	
	18.00
	230.32
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	18-Apr-23
	3227
	
	18.00
	248.32
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	21-Apr-23
	3228
	
	30.00
	278.32
	

	Jess Moreton (kids party)
	22-Apr-23
	3229
	
	29.00
	307.32
	

	Stacey Evans (kids party)
	23-Apr-23
	3230
	
	39.00
	346.32
	

	Weed killer for the Parish Hall (car park etc)
	24-Apr-23
	
	13.50
	
	332.82
	

	Kim Moo Music
	25-Apr-23
	3231
	
	24.00
	356.82
	

	Tuesday Club
	25-Apr-23
	3232
	
	18.00
	374.82
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	25-Apr-23
	3233
	
	18.00
	392.82
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	26-Apr-23
	3234
	
	18.00
	410.82
	

	Parquet adhesive (for main Hall floor tiles)
	27-Apr-23
	
	20.49
	
	390.33
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	27-Apr-23
	
	
	107.10
	497.43
	

	Jess Pritchard (balance kids party 14/5)
	27-Apr-23
	3235
	
	19.00
	516.43
	

	Charlotte Roberts (deposit kids party 19/11)
	2-May-23
	3236
	
	10.00
	526.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	2-May-23
	3237
	
	18.00
	544.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	2-May-23
	3238
	
	18.00
	562.43
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	5-May-23
	3239
	
	30.00
	592.43
	

	Kim Moo Music
	9-May-23
	3240
	
	24.00
	616.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	9-May-23
	3241
	
	18.00
	634.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	9-May-23
	3242
	
	18.00
	652.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	16-May-23
	3243
	
	18.00
	670.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	16-May-23
	3244
	
	18.00
	688.43
	

	Rachel Jarvis (kids party)
	20-May-23
	3245
	
	29.00
	717.43
	

	Nicole Jones (kids party)
	21-May-23
	3246
	
	29.00
	746.43
	

	Transfer to current 
	22-May-23
	
	
	
	136.43
	610.00

	Kim Moo Music 
	23-May-23
	3247
	
	24.00
	160.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	23-May-23
	3248
	
	18.00
	178.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	23-May-23
	3249
	
	18.00
	196.43
	

	Steph Morris (kids party)
	28-May-23
	3250
	
	29.00
	225.43
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	30-May-23
	
	
	100.15
	325.58
	

	Tuesday Club
	30-May-23
	3251
	
	18.00
	343.58
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              28/04/2023   
     
   16,902.87
     


Petty Cash Account



 07/06/2023
    
        343.58         











 £17,246.45

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllr Jean Kelly
2. 
Chair’s announcements - none
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard > “lots going on”....
i) Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that local residents had set-up a committee to spearhead opposition to the proposed ‘Battery Storage System’ which is intended to be sited on two fields either side of the B5097, and west of the A483. The Community Council, as an entity, will remain neutral on this proposal until a planning application is received > which may well be in the Autumn.  Cllr Pritchard did state that the proposal was outside settlement.
ii) Formal correspondence from REDROW was recently received by Cllr Pritchard in his capacity as the Local Elected Member and the content was shared with Community Councillors a few days ahead of the meeting – nothing formally received by the Community Council as yet. Whilst such correspondence will, no doubt, be received in the near future, an initial discussion ensued regarding the proposals. Members of the Council confirmed receipt of a leaflet circulated, presumably, to all residents. In addition, Councillors reminded that a drop-in exhibition event is to be held at Ty Pawb on the 22nd of June and a formal consultation was running until the 6th of July. Cllr Richard Elias said that he was unable to access the consultation via the advertised link. The proposal will, no doubt, be further discussed at the July meeting.
iii) Cllr Pritchard was asked as to what the next step would be regarding the WCBC LDP, which has been much in the news of late. Members advised that the matter would now be the subject of a judicial review where the democratic process would ensue.
iv) When asked where WCBC are with regard to the proposed reduction to 20mph of all current 30mph thoroughfares, and whether or not Community Councils were to be consulted regarding exceptions, Cllr Pritchard advised that matters were ongoing. Councillors expressed concerns that nothing had been formally heard as yet from the Local Authority, with the changes earmarked for mid-September.
v) Cllr Pritchard advised that the Bersham Bank (Glenside) was to be subject to rigorous checks at the instigation of the Welsh Government and that no one was to be concerned at the sight, and sound, of machinery on site.

vi) The Bungalow on Henblas Road, now owned by the Local Authority, is, Cllr Pritchard has been given to understand, to be demolished before the end of July. He advised that work would then commence on, to be confirmed, a car park and some new buildings. Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that he would give regular updates as to these works associated with Rhostyllen school.
vii) No firm update as to the hoped-for re-surfacing work on Spring Road, but Cllr Pritchard remains very optimistic that matters will come to a head by the end of the summer. He was asked to ‘stay close’ by Cllr Richard Elias.
viii) SG Estates development and surrounds > Cllr Pritchard confirmed that plans for the bridges and new paths are proceeding and it is expected that these will be in place reasonably soon. No firm timescales as yet. It is known that, ultimately, the level crossing over the railway line is to be closed.
ix) SG Estates development and surrounds > Cllr Pritchard advised that work on the four-way traffic lights at the Church Street junction was to commence soon.
x) WCBC are to plant a wild flower ‘meadow’ on the Croesfoel roundabout, the initial location alongside Wrexham Road was deemed inappropriate.
xi) Cllr Pritchard gave an update as to the present position regarding the street light near the entrance at the top of  Y Ddol situated alongside Penny Cottage – Cllr Nat Cargius left the room. WCBC have now agreed to re-locate the column nearer the wall – the Community Council’s offer of a £500 contribution towards removal costs still stands.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none – but see (xi) above
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 15th May 2023 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Ratification of minutes from the AGM of Monday 15th May 2023 – unanimously ratified 
7.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 7rd of June 2023 – Cllr John Perkins:
Present :- PCSO Laura Cooper, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.     

Laura confirmed the present Offa team as: PC Lucia Pritchard, PC Chris Wadsworth and PCSOs Sara Williams, Laura Cooper, Tom Jones and Gethin Thomas. The Clerk updated contact details.

Traffic problems outside schools > Laura asked if issues were being mentioned re School Street. The Clerk advised that the extended fence along the school frontage, together with the road being one-way meant that there were fewer issues than previous – certainly being reported anyway. Both Cllr Blackmore and the Clerk mentioned that a number of cars are parked on Church Street at school opening and closing times. Laura, or one of her colleagues, will look at attending the area in the next week or two.

Burglary > no further developments regarding the burglary at the Man Lee restaurant in Rhostyllen. Residents in the area have received support from NWP.

Theft at the allotment > nothing further to report.

A.S.B. > Laura advised that some encountered in the Little Vawnog area between Bryn Offa and Felin Pulestion. NWP to monitor.

Laura advised that she will be attending the Parish Hall for more ‘cuppa with a copper’ events, and that this would be on a Tuesday or a Thursday. However, she does not plan to sit in the Clywedog Room but would look to ensure that her presence in the building is advertised on the day during cafe hours. The Clerk is to look if we have any NWP signage still at the Parish Hall.
Theft of a catalytic converter > one incident in Rhostyllen – make of car not advised.

Recent helicopter flyovers > nothing of concern: training.

The Clerk pointed out that no ‘Inspector’s Report’ had been received recently. It is believed that Insp Luke Hughes is off on leave, but nothing had been received from his deputy. Laura confirmed this > he’s due back soon. She will speak to the deputy Inspector regarding the sharing of the report with Town and Community Councils.

Cllr Blackmore mentioned that he had received a number of adverse comments regarding mud being left on the Wrexham Road by vehicles entering and leaving the building site thereon. Advised that WCBC would be the ones to monitor. At meeting: Cllr Mark Pritchard confirmed that WCBC officers are aware.
Laura confirmed that she and a colleague had recently attended Bersham Road with a speed gun > however, not many vehicles exceeded the speed limit whilst officers there. NWP will return soon and, if operationally able, ongoing.

Cllr Perkins mentioned that a higher number of instances of youngsters on motorbikes had been seen recently. No helmet, no proper gear and probably no licence nor insurance. NWP are dealing ongoing.

Cllr Blackmore passed on residents concerns regarding two speeding vehicles often seen in Rhostyllen. One a red Vauxhall Corsa and the other believed to be of similar make, but a darker colour.  No number-plate known, but Laura made a note and any information received is to be shared with NWP.

Esclusham Fete > the Clerk advised Laura of the date and times and it is very much hoped that NWP will be able to attend. Laura certainly intimated that they would be there, with, hopefully, a vehicle and sundry leaflets.

b)  Electric vehicle charging. Cllr Phil Penk is still trying to arrange a meeting with his contact. He did advise the Council that it might be worth looking at the possibility of locating two ‘fast’ chargers outside the Parish Hall. Ongoing.
8. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0261 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WMBC 2” on land at Legacy Wastewater Treatment, Bronwylfa Road, Legacy, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 7th of June, this being prior to the next meeting, any comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 5th of June. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 5th of June that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2023/0252 – application for the “erection of two storey rear extension” at 6 Woodside Court, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 7th of June, this being prior to the next meeting, any comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 5th of June. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 5th of Jun that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2023/0312 – application for the “erection of agricultural building for general storage” at Berthengron Farm, Sontley, Wrexham. Already circulated > N/A as in Marchwiel community. Noted
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
None
9.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) ssafa (the Armed Forces charity) – letter giving information on some of their work carried out and also asking if the Community Council could consider “a contribution towards the costs of running our Welsh regional hub”. Following discussion the Clerk was instructed to place the request in the S137 file, for consideration at the bespoke meeting in Q1 2024. Action: Clerk
b) WCBC - non-domestic Demand Notice for the financial year 2023/24 re the Parish Hall (update)





RHOSTYLLEN PARISH HALL TRUST

Charge for Period - £6,553.75




Mandatory Charity Rate Relief - £5,243.00 Cr

Discretionary Charity Top Up - £862.69 Cr

Transitional Relief For Period - £448.06 Cr




AMOUNT PAYABLE - £0.00 (for information only) Noted
c) James Mills – correspondence regarding ongoing ASB at the Memorial Gardens (upper). Copy of the e-mail, addressed to Cllr Mark Pritchard, shared with members. Lively discussion ensued and whilst most members certainly sympathised with the problems encountered at the Memorial Gardens, it is hoped to look at other avenues before consideration be given to moving the memorial benches. Cllrs Richard Elias and Phil Penk are to investigate the possibility of placing CCTV cameras to overlook both Gardens and, in the immediate, a maximum figure of £500 was agreed towards any cost. Should the proposed cost be greater than this, which is highly probable, the matter will require further debate by the full Council. Cllr Richard Elias questioned whether it would be worth contacting the Inspector, Luke Hughes, to see if he can assist with dealing with the anti social behaviour. For the present, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that he would speak with Mr James Mills in the next week or two to advise of what actions are being considered by the Community Council. Action: Matter to be re-visited at the next NWP/ECC police liaison meeting and the July Council meeting.

d) Novus – e-mail stating that should the Community Council have any questions or queries following the recent community event arranged by Novus, the flyer circulated at the same time, or from the recent community meeting, they would be happy to answer them. Noted and the Council await further developments.
e) WCBC - ‘The Wrexham County Borough Council (Esclusham Below Public footpath 9 and an Unrecorded Public Footpath between Holy Trinity Church and the Wrexham to Shrewsbury Railway line) Public Path Diversion Order 2023.’ Copy of the covering letter and of the Order shared with the Council. Representations/comments requested by the 26th of June 2023. The Clerk will arrange for copies of the Order to be displayed on the Community Council’s noticeboards. Noted > the Community Council has previously expressed support for the changes. Action: Clerk advise WCBC that ECC support the proposal but to ask why the closure of the level crossing was not included at the same time.
f) FRPHT - “thank you” re S137 cheque. Noted > the Clerk read out content.

g) Welsh Government – updated ‘Privacy Notice – Community and Town Council database’. Noted and held on file.
h) Lloyds Bank plc – information on the FSCS (Financial Services Compensation Scheme). Noted
10.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Updated accounts for 2022/23 > following the Internal Audit a new Balance Sheet replaces the one furnished at the AGM on the 15th of May. Councillors confirm receipt of the updated Balance Sheet and action taken is noted.
b) Formal approval of the Accounts for 2022/23 following the Internal Audit. A copy of the ‘Conclusion’ sheet dated the 7th June 2023, completed by JDH Business Services Ltd, shared with members together with a copy of the Action Plan attached thereto (see below). The ‘Annual Return for the Year ended 31 March 2023’ was completed and signed by the Chair and Clerk confirming that the Annual Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement have been approved by the Council (see above also). This return, along with all requested supporting documentation, will be sent to Wales Audit in early July.

c) Issues raised by the Internal Audit 2022/23 – Responses and follow-up actions re the AP to be shared with members when completed. Action: Clerk to be on diary for late Q3 to complete the Action Plan accordingly.
CHAIR_________________________________________________
                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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