ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 12th February 2024  
Present: Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Jean Kelly, Mabyn Pickering, Darcy Davies-Williams, Claire Luckock, Phil Penk, Glen Bellamy, Gemma Richards, Nicci Davies-Williams, Nat Cargius, Mark Pritchard & Val Morgan
Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
PRELIMINARIES - None
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Luckock wished “all the best” to the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, who is now out of hospital and back at home. Cllr Luckock advised that she/the Clerk had received an e-mail from Cllr Elias regarding some of the items on February minutes.
3.
Declaration of interest – None
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 8th January 2024  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items 
a) Clerk – Annual pay award > copy of NALC page dated 6th November 2023, detailing the outcome of the ‘2023/24 Local Government Pay Claim’ along with a table of the new pay rates – the Clerk is currently on SCP 26. A covering note, signed by the Vice-Chair of Finance, Cllr Claire Luckock, summarizing how the pay award impacts on the Clerk’s salary and back pay, furnished to all Councillors in the pre-meeting agenda pack. Following proposal from Cllr Luckock, the Council unanimously agreed to the increase in the Clerk’s salary, and associated back-pay, as per the aforementioned circular/document. Action: Clerk arrange for the 2023/24 increase to be implemented as from the February pay day, along with 10 months back-pay (to April 2023).
* Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, confirms via e-mail > all in order to proceed.
b) Caretakers – Annual pay award > further to the pay agreement for 2023/24, our caretakers are entitled to a modest increase in their hourly rate. As previously agreed, this rate is to mirror that of their peers at WCBC, which, it is understood, would be £12.01p.h. (G04), being an increase of £1.03 an hour. This increase, equating to £14.42 per week, is due as from the 1st April 2023 – i.e. backdated. Following proposal from Cllr Luckock, the Council unanimously agreed to the increase in the caretakers’ hourly rate. Action: Clerk to implement the new hourly rate as from Monday the 4th of March – advising Lloyds Bank plc accordingly. Once the Bank have updated the weekly standing order, the Clerk is to calculate 48 weeks back-pay due from the 1st April 2023 up to the payment of the 26th February 2024..  
* Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, confirms via e-mail > all in order to proceed. 
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (03/01/2024 > 07/02/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Bryn Jones (December salary)
	20-Dec-23
	4840
	1,779.01
	
	9,818.18

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	5-Jan-24
	4841
	149.76
	
	9,668.42

	Jones Lighting (street light maint Nov/Dec)
	8-Jan-24
	4842
	1,446.29
	
	8,222.13

	WCBC (HY inst - Insp & maint of play areas)
	8-Jan-24
	4843
	2,055.60
	
	6,166.53

	Transfer from business savings 
	8-Jan-24
	
	
	9,000.00
	15,166.53

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	14,859.09

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Dec-23
	D/D
	189.10
	
	14,669.99

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	275.53
	
	14,394.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	14,087.02

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	493.76
	
	13,593.26

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Oct/Nov)
	15-Dec-23
	D/D
	780.30
	
	12,812.96

	Transfer to Imprest
	18-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,505.52

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	176.62
	
	12,328.90

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	83.75
	
	12,245.15

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	1,913.88
	
	10,331.27

	BT
	27-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	99.96
	
	10,231.31

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	9,923.87

	Viking (stationery)
	10-Jan-24
	4844
	155.34
	
	9,768.53

	K Claybrook Cons (Christmas tree - Mem G)
	10-Jan-24
	4845
	780.00
	
	8,988.53

	Dennis Owen - Crimeshield Int Alarms (annual) 
	16-Jan-24
	4846
	252.00
	
	8,736.53

	GO & ML Jones (Rhostyllen Christmas tree)
	17-Jan-24
	4847
	280.00
	
	8,456.53

	Rhos CC (Santa Sleigh - ECC portion of cost)
	18-Jan-24
	4848
	200.00
	
	8,256.53

	Viking - recycling boxes for use (post 1/4) PH
	19-Jan-24
	4849
	55.03
	
	8,201.50

	Bryn Jones (January salary)
	24-Jan-24
	4850
	1,779.01
	
	6,422.49

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	24-Jan-24
	4851
	149.76
	
	6,272.73

	WCBC - Q1 (2023/24) school crossing patrol
	24-Jan-24
	4852
	1,499.75
	
	4,772.98

	WCBC - Q2 (2023/24) school crossing patrol
	24-Jan-24
	4853
	1,499.75
	
	3,273.23

	Transfer from business savings 
	24-Jan-24
	
	
	9,000.00
	12,273.23

	Caia Park P Ltd - Y Club bowling trip (see stmt)
	1-Feb-24
	4854
	141.49
	
	12,131.74


Imprest Account (03/01/2024 > 07/02/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 39 tax refund)
	2-Jan-24
	1943
	18.00
	
	-1,621.54

	HMRC (5 Jan)
	8-Jan-24
	1944
	912.04
	
	-2,533.58

	L Breeze (wk 40)
	8-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-2,687.30

	D Jenkins (wk 40)
	8-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-2,841.02

	L Breeze (wk 40 o/t)
	8-Jan-24
	1945
	62.92
	
	-2,903.94

	D Jenkins (wk 40 o/t & tax refund)
	8-Jan-24
	1946
	80.16
	
	-2,984.10

	Transfer from current
	4-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-2,676.66

	Transfer from current
	8-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	275.53
	-2,401.13

	Transfer from current
	11-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-2,093.69

	Transfer from current
	12-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	493.76
	-1,599.93

	Transfer from current
	18-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,292.49

	Transfer from current
	19-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	176.62
	-1,115.87

	Transfer from current
	20-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	83.75
	-1,032.12

	Transfer from current
	21-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	1,913.88
	881.76

	Transfer from current
	27-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,189.20

	Transfer to cash 
	12-Jan-24
	1947
	200.00
	
	989.20

	L Breeze (wk 41)
	15-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	835.48

	D Jenkins (wk 41)
	15-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	681.76

	D Jenkins (wk 41 o/t & tax refund)
	15-Jan-24
	1948
	63.88
	
	617.88

	L Breeze (wk 42)
	22-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	464.16

	D Jenkins (wk 42)
	22-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	310.44

	L Breeze (wk 42 o/t)
	22-Jan-24
	1949
	88.11
	
	222.33

	D Jenkins (wk 42 o/t)
	22-Jan-24
	1950
	104.93
	
	117.40

	L Breeze (wk 43)
	29-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-36.32

	D Jenkins (wk 43)
	29-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-190.04

	L Breeze (wk 43 o/t)
	29-Jan-24
	1951
	228.21
	
	-418.25

	D Jenkins (wk 43 o/t & tax refund)
	29-Jan-24
	1952
	77.41
	
	-495.66

	Transfer to cash 
	29-Jan-24
	1953
	350.00
	
	-845.66

	L Breeze (wk 44)
	5-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-999.38

	D Jenkins (wk 44)
	5-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,153.10

	L Breeze (wk 44 o/t)
	5-Feb-24
	1954
	86.47
	
	-1,239.57

	D Jenkins (wk 44 o/t)
	5-Feb-24
	1955
	125.66
	
	-1,365.23


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (03/01/2024 > 07/02/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Craig Jason - party headline act - via Clerk
	2-Jan-24
	
	160.00
	
	22.64
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	12-Jan-24
	
	
	200.00
	222.64
	

	Top-up sim card for M Gdns CCTV > via PP
	15-Jan-24
	
	45.00
	
	177.64
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	29-Jan-24
	
	
	350.00
	527.64
	

	Premier Inst (bar/cooler/gas) party - via Clerk
	5-Feb-24
	
	200.00
	
	327.64
	

	Chocolates - gifts for scouts > via Clerk
	5-Feb-24
	
	34.65
	
	292.99
	

	Chocolates - gifts > party attendees > via Clerk
	5-Feb-24
	
	163.50
	
	129.49
	


* Further to the 10th of January entry on the Current account transactions, Cllr Mark Pritchard asked if an alternative quote could be obtained for erecting, festooning and removing the Christmas tree in the Memorial Gardens. Cllr Claire Luckock advised that she would arrange a quote from another contractor and would share with the Clerk. Action: CL/Clerk.
8. 
Invoices/Quotations  - None
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book     










      £
Business Instant Access Account 
              29/12/2023 

28,094.78

             

Current Account
                 

29/12/2023      
  
12,131.74
Imprest Account
                

29/12/2023    
 
 -1,365.23
Petty Cash Account
              

07/02/2024

     129.49     
      









                        £38,990.78

Please note: Imprest account NOT overdrawn > book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	18-Dec-23
	
	
	1,030.00
	15,863.86

	Aikido Class (Nov) 
	4-Dec-24
	
	
	18.00
	15,881.86

	Caia Park Partnership (Nov)
	5-Dec-24
	
	
	42.00
	15,923.86

	Kim Moo Music (5 & 12 December)
	12-Dec-24
	
	
	48.00
	15,971.86

	Paige Street Dance (Dec)  
	12-Dec-24
	
	
	24.00
	15,995.86

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Nov)
	14-Dec-24
	
	
	96.00
	16,091.86

	Caia Park Partnership (Dec)
	21-Dec-24
	
	
	6.00
	16,097.86

	Playgroup
	27-Dec-24
	
	
	110.00
	16,207.86

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (remove lights P Hall)
	12-Jan-24
	0200
	108.00
	
	16,099.86

	Jonathan Williams (annual check boilers etc)
	22-Jan-24
	0201
	350.00
	
	15,749.86

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	22-Jan-24
	
	
	330.00
	16,079.86


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	21-Dec-23
	
	
	16.40
	144.68
	

	Sarah Tilston (kids party)
	6-Jan-24
	3418
	
	36.00
	180.68
	

	Nicola Morris (kids party)
	7-Jan-24
	3419
	
	36.00
	216.68
	

	Kim Moo Music
	9-Jan-24
	3420
	
	24.00
	240.68
	

	Tuesday Club
	9-Jan-24
	3421
	
	18.00
	258.68
	

	Snooker Group
	9-Jan-24
	3422
	
	10.00
	268.68
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	9-Jan-24
	3423
	
	15.00
	283.68
	

	Indoor Bowls
	10-Jan-24
	3424
	
	18.00
	301.68
	

	Laura Gillam (deposit kids party 25/2)
	11-Jan-24
	3425
	
	10.00
	311.68
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	12-Jan-24
	3426
	
	30.00
	341.68
	

	Emily Pritchard (deposit kids party 2/6)
	16-Jan-24
	3427
	
	10.00
	351.68
	

	Kim Moo Music
	16-Jan-24
	3428
	
	24.00
	375.68
	

	Jem Cooper (deposit kids party 8/6)
	16-Jan-24
	3429
	
	10.00
	385.68
	

	Kim Moo Music (for 19 Dec)
	16-Jan-24
	3430
	
	24.00
	409.68
	

	Tuesday Club
	16-Jan-24
	3431
	
	18.00
	427.68
	

	Snooker Group
	16-Jan-24
	3432
	
	10.00
	437.68
	

	African Ap Church (deposit event 27/1)
	16-Jan-24
	3433
	
	10.00
	447.68
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	16-Jan-24
	3434
	
	18.00
	465.68
	

	Indoor Bowls
	17-Jan-24
	3435
	
	18.00
	483.68
	

	Matthew - Bouncy Castle (test/photos)
	18-Jan-24
	3436
	
	18.00
	501.68
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	19-Jan-24
	3437
	
	30.00
	531.68
	

	Bersham Cricket Club AGM
	19-Jan-24
	3438
	
	18.00
	549.68
	

	Jar of coffee for the Parish Hall
	22-Jan-24
	
	7.00
	
	542.68
	

	Transfer to current
	22-Jan-24
	
	
	
	212.68
	330.00

	Kim Moo Music
	23-Jan-24
	3439
	
	24.00
	236.68
	

	Tuesday Club
	23-Jan-24
	3440
	
	18.00
	254.68
	

	Snooker Group
	23-Jan-24
	3441
	
	10.00
	264.68
	

	Indoor Bowls
	24-Jan-24
	3442
	
	18.00
	282.68
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	26-Jan-24
	3443
	
	30.00
	312.68
	

	Jenny Jones (deposit kids party 23/3)
	26-Jan-24
	3444
	
	10.00
	322.68
	

	African Apostolic Church
	27-Jan-24
	3445
	
	46.50
	369.18
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	29-Jan-24
	
	
	79.51
	448.69
	

	Kim Moo Music
	30-Jan-24
	3446
	
	24.00
	472.69
	

	Tuesday Club
	30-Jan-24
	3447
	
	18.00
	490.69
	

	Snooker Group
	30-Jan-24
	3448
	
	10.00
	500.69
	

	ECG Quiz Night fundraiser - held 26/1 
	30-Jan-24
	3449
	
	30.00
	530.69
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	30-Jan-24
	3450
	
	18.00
	548.69
	

	Indoor Bowls
	31-Jan-24
	3451
	
	18.00
	566.69
	

	Chloe Holland (deposit kids party 10/3)
	1-Feb-24
	3452
	
	10.00
	576.69
	

	Rhian Steele (deposit kids party 17/2 & 6/4)
	2-Feb-24
	3453
	
	20.00
	596.69
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	2-Feb-24
	3454
	
	30.00
	626.69
	

	Beth Tudor (kids party)
	4-Feb-24
	3455
	
	36.00
	662.69
	

	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	5-Feb-24
	
	57.98
	
	604.71
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £
Current Account

  
              29/12/2023
     
    16,079.86
     


Petty Cash Account



07/02/2024

         604.71     
         










              £16,684.57

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Jean Kelly
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
2. 
Chair’s announcements – None
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) Some ASB had been evident in Rhostyllen over recent weeks although Cllr Pritchard is given to understand that the names of the culprits are known to NWP. At the next ECC/NWP police liaison meeting, the Clerk was asked to thank officers for their prompt actions. Action: Clerk place on the agenda for the meeting to be held on the 6/3.
ii) Further to what was said at the January meeting, Cllr Pritchard advised the Council that the expected £50k monies (as minutes 8/1) had not been receive from SG Estates as expected by month end. He advised that an e-mail was to be sent from the Company to the Clerk in the next week or so giving more detail on the delay. Cllr Pritchard confirmed that he was in regular contact with the developer and will update the Council further at the March meeting. 
iii) The road infrastructure linked to the SG Estates development is due to progress in Q1 2024 and, in the initial stage, this would include traffic lights at the Church Street crossroads and a pedestrian crossing by the Holy Trinity Church. Cllr Pritchard also expanded somewhat on the development as a whole, which is now proceeding apace. 
iv) Cllr Pritchard was disappointed to report that the three bridges, as previously mentioned, would not now be in place by the end of Q1, but more than likely in late Q2.

v) Cllr Phil Penk asked Cllr Pritchard about the 20mph blanket limit mostly now in place throughout the County Borough. Lengthy debate ensued regarding the Welsh Government’s decision to introduce, and WCBC’s response to the exercise. It is evident from what Cllr Pritchard said in his response to Cllr Penk in that matters may not be sorted in the short term.
4. 
Declaration of interest – None
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 8th January 2024 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Ratification of minutes from the RPHT meeting of Monday 8th January 2024 - unanimously ratified
7.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 7th February 2024 > Cllr Graham Blackmore:
Present :- PCSO Gethin Thomas, Cllr Graham Blackmore and Bryn Jones, Clerk. Apologies received from Cllr Mark Pritchard

Motor bike: Both Cllr Blackmore and the Clerk advised Gethin that, by far, the single matter on which most resident comments (and complaints) mentioned was youths,  allegedly, riding motorbikes dangerously around the village. A number of near misses are mentioned on social media and it is feared that the youths, two it is believed, are an accident waiting to happen. It is understood that a group of parents chased after one of them following some near misses with children at the Rhostyllen playarea, but to no avail. Gethin has noted times and locations and, it is believed, that a name has been mentioned to officers. NWP will give high priority. Residents are encouraged to phone the police direct.

ASB: Gethin advises that there are still incidents of ‘egg throwing’ being heard about, at both houses and vehicles. Often linked to ‘knock and run’ incidents. NWP have already spoken with two youngsters and will stay close.

Dog fouling on School Street: A number of residents (parents) have spoken to Gethin and his colleagues regarding dog fouling on School Street. A regular problem and the Clerk advised that the Community Council has asked him to contact the WCBC Enforcement team to ask if officers can visit Esclusham – selected locations. The Clerk confirmed that matters should progress in February. See below.
The above are to be given ‘high priority’ over the next few weeks, and an update obtained from NWP at the March meeting.

At  the meeting: Cllr Mark Pritchard reminded all present that they, and residents, should be encouraged to report any issues direct to NWP, either via telephone or e-mail to the Offa team. The Clerk will check with officers at the next Police Liaison meeting as to whether or not the ‘Offa’ e-mail is now up and running again. Action: Clerk.
Also: Cllr Pritchard suggested to the Clerk that, if no success is forthcoming from the WCBC Enforcement team, he contact either Darren Williams or Kerry Williams.
b) Esclusham Fete – Cllr Claire Luckock and Cllr Mark Pritchard gave the Council a brief update as to the plans for the 2024 edition. The Fete is to be held on Saturday the 22nd of June and any offer of help from Councillors on the day would be gratefully received. Cllr Luckock advised that there will be some changes this year, linked partly to the new access onto the field via a gate at the rear of the Parish Hall. The committee are looking at additional toilets, parking tweaks at the Parish Hall, earlier finish (both afternoon and evening), additional sponsorship amongst other possible changes. Monthly committee meetings are earmarked for the next few months and the Council will be kept appraised of developments.
c) Parish Hall – 100 years old > local celebrations. Cllr Val Morgan asked if the Council would consider some local celebrations as the Parish Hall is 100 years old this summer. Following discussion it was unanimously agreed to set up a sub-committee (task & finish group) to consider what can be done by way of celebration. The sub-committee will comprise: Cllrs Claire Luckock, Mark Pritchard, Darcy Davies-Williams, Val Morgan, Mabyn Pickering, Nicci Davies-Williams and Jean Kelly and the initial meeting has been arranged for 6:00pm on Monday the 19th of February. The Chair of the sub-committee will report back to the full Council month-on-month. Action: Clerk to send out reminder to all sub-committee members advising of the aforementioned date.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/0004 – application for the “widening of existing road, removal of existing hedhe and creation of polytunnel flat platform” at The Crematorium, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses requested by the 8th of February, this being prior to the next Council meeting on the 12th of February, comments asked for by Monday the 5th of February. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 5th of February that Esclusham Community Council have no objections/comments on the application. Noted – action taken
P/2024/0015 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order 23” on land at National Trust, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and, as a one day extension has been granted, the expiry date for comments is the 13th of February. Cllr Mark Pritchard has concerns regarding the report, which identified a number of possible issues with the tree. It is his understanding that these are to be addressed in the current planning application. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC do not support the proposed works,

Action: Clerk. Cllr Pritchard also suggested that the Community Council consider arranging another tree inspection although, ahead of this, the Clerk will establish the precise timescales for dealing with the issues raised in the report. 
Withdrawals

None

Reports/Appeals/Other
Section 78 Appeal: re “removal of condition 09 of planning permission P/2016/0809” at land to the south west of the Old Black Horse public house, High Street, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. The appeal is against the refusal of the application by the WCBC Planning committee in October 2023. E-mail sent to Councillors on the 12th of January, attaching the details of the ‘Section 78 Appeal’. All comments previously submitted by the Community Council will be shared with the Inspector at Planning and Environment Decisions Wales, and copied to the appellant. Copy of ECC comments/concerns from June 2021 also included in the aforementioned e-mail. Councillors advised that any additional comments required by the 2nd of February > if any, these are to be sent to the Clerk by the 26/1. None received and existing comments already on file are to stand. Noted and Cllr Mark Pritchard asked the Clerk to check that ECC’s comments from June 2021 have been forwarded to PEDW by the Local Authority. Action: Clerk.
Determinations
P/2023/0453 – application for the “construction of roof over existing sheep handling system” at Plas yn Fron Farm, Plas yn Fron Farm Road, Bronwylfa, Wrexham. Granted. Noted
P/2023/0485 – application for “advertisement consent for various non illuminated signage” the car park, Hafod Community Woodland, Hafod, Ruabon. Granted. Noted

P/2023/0819 – application for a “single storey rear extension” at Glen Ercall, Smithy Lane, Pentrebychan, Wrexham LL14 4EN. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2023/0591 – application for “variation of conditions 1,3,9 and 10 of planning permission P/2020/0391 to extend time, amend materials, landscape, management plan and amend drainage” on land at Turkey Papermill, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham. Granted with conditions.Noted
P/2023/0809 – application for a “single storey rear extension” at Aelwyd Brys, Smithy Lane, Pentrebychan, Wrexham LL14 4EW. Granted with conditions. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – Confirmation of receipt of ECC Precept request > £118,234.00. Noted
b) WCBC – Wrexham Local Development Plan 2013-2028 > ‘Adoption of a Local Development Plan’. E-mail from WCBC, containing a link to the LDP Consultation Portal, which summarises details on all documents available to view/print, forwarded to Councillors on the 10th January. Copy held. Noted
c) WCBC – prepared Service Level Agreement between WCBC and ECC regarding the maintenance of the play areas situated within Esclusham for 2024/25. The total cost for 2024/25 will be £3,648.00 plus VAT. This compares to a cost of £3.426.00 plus VAT in 2023/24, being a modest annual increase due to inflation. Copy of SLA shared with Councillors.
Breakdown for individual sites:-

i) Play Area, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen > £1,296.00


   Litter clearance – weekly basis - £801.00 p.a. per site


   Grass cutting of the site (4 cuts a year) - £190.00


   Annual external safety inspection - £50.00


   WCBC monthly safety inspections - £255.00

ii) Skate Park, Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen > £1,056.00


    Litter clearance – weekly basis - £801.00 p.a. per site


    WCBC monthly safety inspections - £255.00


iii) Play Area, Bersham Road, Bersham > £1,296.00


     Litter clearance – weekly basis - £801.00 p.a. per site


     Grass cutting of the site (4 cuts a year) - £190.00

     Annual external safety inspection - £50.00


     WCBC monthly safety inspections - £255.00

We are advised: “please note - the cost of the inspections and any maintenance costs will rise each year according to the cost of inflation and tender prices received”. 
Following discussion and a number of questions requiring clarification, answered by the Clerk and the Local Elected Member, the Council instructed the Clerk to sign the SLA for 2024/25. Action: Clerk
d) Yu Energy/Commercial Utility Consultants (broker re gas supply). Further to the minute entry dated the 11th December 2023, below......
Correspondence received from the Community Council’s broker, Commercial Utility Consultants, regarding the Parish Hall gas supply, proposing that the Community Council look to lock-in a deal for 3 years as from the expiry of the current deal with British Gas in Q4 2024.Whilst the expiry date is 12 months hence a strong recommendation is made that the Council commit to a three year deal now, being 12 months ahead of the renewal being due. The broker has secured a Standing Charge of £2.69 per day along with an unit rate of 7.674 pence per Kwh with Yu Energy. The Clerk shared some additional figures with the Council, including the current rates paid under the existing British Gas agreement, which show how these compare to the proposed figures. Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the broker’s suggestion be followed. Action: Clerk to advise Commercial Utility Consultants that ECC wish to commit to a three year deal with Yu Energy, as from the 14th of November 2024 at the rates quoted.

Gas supply: prior to commitment at the figures mentioned above, Ash (broker at CUC) advise that he had secured a better price and one that Yu Energy are prepared to match, being: a Standing Charge of 29.318p per day and an unit rate of 6.764p per Kwh. Required documentation signed on behalf of ECC by the Clerk and the completed paperwork is on file, ahead of the commencement of the formal contract supply in November 2024 – exact date to be confirmed nearer the date. The Clerk is on diary to liaise with both the broker and Yu Energy in late Q3 2024. Noted
e) Welsh Government – Location data for Category C & D disused cola tips. Further to minute entry dated the 11th December 2023, below..........
Welsh Government – ‘Coal Tip Safety’. Information on all disused coal tips in Wales now held in a single WG database. Copy of the ‘Briefing Paper: release of data on coal tip locations’, shared with Councillors. The Welsh Government website, https://www.gov.wales/find-disused-coal-tips gives substantial information on the ongoing process > see ‘Policy & Strategy: Coal Tip safety – what we are doing to identify any risks to public safety from coal tips’ along with County-specific maps giving the locations of all C and D rated tips. Bersham Bank tip is currently classed at C > “a tip with the potential to impact public safety, to be inspected at least once a year”. For information only, the Clerk advised that there are currently 350 C & D rated disused coal tips in Wales, with 3 of these being within Wrexham County Borough. The numbers and ratings are subject to change as a result of ongoing inspections and following the development of a new categorisation system. Noted, but following discussion, the Council are of the opinion that the Bersham Bank tip might possibly be worthy of a ‘D’ classification, and the Clerk instructed to write to the Welsh Government to ask if they could reconsider the grading given. Action: Clerk.

The Clerk wrote to the Welsh Government (coalspoiltips@gov.wales) advising that some members of the Community Council had expressed concerns (as above) regarding the Bersham Bank tip and asked if they would be prepared to consider re-visiting to possibly amend to Category D (half yearly inspections), Reply received in which the Community Council are advised that, following discussion with both WCBC and the Coal Authority, “no new information has been shared to date which would lead to a change to the category”, Copy e-mail shared with Councillors. Bersham Bank tip therefore remains at Category C. However, at the meeting, Cllr Mark Pritchard advised that he was aware of further developments and that the Welsh Government is to look again at the status and category of the Bersham Bank. For the present, the Community Council can but await further developments.
f) Planning and Environment Decisions Wales – re adding a ‘formal/adopted’ footpath along the disused railway, commencing from beyond the A483 towards Offa’s Dyke > as more precisely detailed on the application paperwork. As recorded in the minute entry ‘Items for the Clerk (b)’ on the 13th of November 2023, the Community Council wrote to the Welsh Government’s Rights of Way team asking that WCBC be directed to determine the application as soon as feaseable. A response has been received from the Inspector appointed by the Welsh Ministers (Planning & Environment Decisions Wales). In summary > Direction: “On behalf of the Welsh Ministers and pursuant to Paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, I HEREBY DIRECT Wrexham County Borough Council to determine the above-mentioned application not later than 12 months from the date of this Direction Decision”. Await further contact from WCBC. Noted and the Council thanked Cllrs Mabyn Pickering and Val Morgan for their work on this matter.
g) Esclusham Community Fete 2024 – letter from the Fete Committee asking:

i) Formally requesting the exclusive use of the Parish Hall, surrounding car park, adjacent football pitch and recreation ground from the evening of Friday the 28th of June until end-of-day on Saturday the 29th of June. **** Since receipt of the letter, the date of the Fete has been changed to the 22nd of June > so 21st and 22nd of June. Noted
ii) As in previous years it is asked if the Clerk could write to WCBC, giving a formal request to use the field during the above period. At the same time, the Clerk is to furnish WCBC with the relevant insurance details and risk assessments. Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk carry out similar tasks to previous years. Action: Clerk


h) SLCC – renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership at £238.00 for SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks). Figure calculated from the current gross annual salary, as backdated to April 2023 – on a pro-rata basis. As membership previously authorised, year-on-year, by the Council: cheque prepared and will be sent to the SLCC in February > memberships to continue for 2024/25 – as from 1/4. Noted and the Clerk is to proceed as in previous years. Action: Clerk
i) Innova – further to submission of the ECC response to the consultation > re-visit:

i) Richard Turner - Lead Planning Manager: e-mail received > “Thank you for providing the Community Council’s response to this consultation on our Energy project. We have noted a number of concerns raised within the submission and would welcome an opportunity to discuss this, if that would be of interest to the Council. We will also be providing a full and detailed review of all comments received and addressing these within our planning submission”. See also minutes 8/1.

ii) William Griffiths – Project Manager: further e-mail asking if the Community Council would wish to consider arranging a meeting to discuss possible Community Benefits associated with the scheme. At the December meeting, the Council advised that it was probably prudent to delay any such meeting in view of the concerns raised regarding the scheme and which were subsequently detailed in the ECC response to the consultation dated the 22nd of December. The Council may wish to re-consider timescales/link to the above with regard to any immediate action/developments.

A copy of the ECC response to the consultation was furnished to all Councillors in January along with initial reference to item (i), above. The Clerk has sent a ‘holding response’ and the Council need to consider the next step. Action required: Given the content of both e-mails, ECC to consider a way forward.
Following discussion the Council are unanimous in confirming the earlier stance in that there is little point in meeting up with representatives of Innova, whilst substantial concerns had been raised at the consultation stage. Councillors wish to wait until a formal planning application is submitted to WCBC to, possibly, ascertain what changes had been made to the original plans as detailed in the consultation at year end. Clerk to advise both William Griffiths and Richard Turner accordingly. Action: Clerk. 

Once the Community Council are advised of a formal planning application > look to re-connect with Innova representatives. 
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Community Agent Service - further to recent, and previously ongoing, correspondence, the Council, whilst not wishing to consider a Community Agent at the present time, confirmed that they would wish to be appraised of any developments in 2024. The Clerk was instructed to liaise with WCBC by the end of Q1 to ensure that any developments or changes are advised accordingly, Action: Clerk
b) Annual review/adoption of Financial Regulations. Document shared – unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
c) Annual review/adoption of Risk Assessment Checklist. Document shared – unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
d) Annual review/adoption of Internal Control. Document shared – unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
e) Annual review/adoption of Investment Strategy.  Document shared – unanimously adopted and Clerk to update. Action: Clerk.
f) National Park – Cllr Mabyn Pickering gave a brief update following attendance at a recent meeting. 
Whilst there are no firm developments as yet, Cllr Pickering advised that there was some hostility to the proposal evident at the meeting she attended. No news re funding. Borders of the proposed National Park > under review. Cllr Mark Pritchard also added some comments. The Community Council can but await further developments.
g) Next RPHT meeting – 6:40pm on Monday the 11th of March > Noted and Clerk to be on diary to send out the agenda w/c 4th of March. Action: Clerk
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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