ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 11th December 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, John Perkins, Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering, Glen Bellamy, Mark Pritchard,  Richard Elias, Jean Kelly, Nicci Davies-Williams, Nat Cargius, Gemma Richards, Claire Luckock & Darcy Davies-Williams
Apologies: Cllrs Sarah Love & Val Morgan
PRELIMINARIES

1.          Presentation re the Plas Power Solar Farm project – Lightsource bp > in attendance: Katy McGuinness (Head of Environmental Planning) and Alex Smethers (Development Manager).....

Katy began the session by introducing herself and Alex and handed out an updated handout regarding the ‘Plas Power Solar Project’ – copy on file. She went through the various sections:


i) Introductions


ii) Proposed Development

iii) Non-Statutory Consultation


iv) Updated Proposals


v) Programme


vi) AOB


From attending the original consultation at the Parish Hall, along with previous documentation received, Councillors are broadly aware of the first three sections and Katy swiftly moved on to section (iv), being the updated proposal.


Briefly this being the removal of much of the proposed land within Esclusham and possibly adding land beyond the A525 in Coedpoeth CC. This would leave just two fields at the corner of the A483/Clywedog trail within Esclusham community. In addition the updated proposals include a battery energy storage area. 

General questions asked and discussed included:

i) Cable – direction/ route/ size of any proposed trench/disruption/ fibre optic ? etc

ii) Landscaping post-installation – especially beyond the A525 towards Coedpoeth.

iii) Timescales for the whole project, 


Cllr Mark Pritchard questioned the Lightsourcebp representatives regarding the battery storage facility, which was not included in the original application, He, and other Councillors expressed concerns as to this development. Cllr Pritchard also expressed other concerns regarding the proposal, especially the paucity of firm information received, both at the outset and with regard to the updated proposals – for example, he was unable to get a clear reply to his question as to the number of battery units proposed. A number of questions were directed at Katy/Alex on this matter.

The agreed to look at the concerns raised and promised to ensure that all queries would be answered at the next Community Consultation, due to be held at the Parish Hall in Q1 2024. They note that, at present, there are some aspects of the proposal that the Community Council would not be able to support.


Cllr Pritchard also expressed his disappointment at the proposed Community Benefit being mooted and, again, this is another matter that will need consideration at length in early 2024.


Katy McGuinness and Alex Smethers acknowledged the concerns and issues raised by the Community Council and will take these away to, possibly, reconsider some aspects of the proposal.

The Chair thanked both for attending and they left the meeting.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Sarah Love & Val Morgan
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Elias wished to place on record his appreciation of how well last Friday’s Senior Citizens Christmas Party had gone. “Good music, lots of dancing and an excellent atmosphere – one of the best yet”. Cllr Elias thanked all fellow Councillors who attended and assisted on the night.
3.
Declaration of interest – None
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th November 2023  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items  
a) ECC draft Budget forecast for 2024/25. The Chair of Finance shared the draft with the Council and explained the rationale behind the proposed year-on-year variances. The formal budget for 2024/25, expected to be as, or very similar to, the draft, will be presented to the Council for final ratification in late Q1 2024. Draft Budget for 2024/25 unanimously ratified.
Action: Clerk > attach a copy of the draft budget to the December 2023 minutes. Action: Clerk > be on diary to add onto the March 2024 agenda.
b) Precept 2024/25: Whilst the usual letter from WCBC is not yet received, the Clerk has been advised that the tax base for 2024/25 is 1441 (an uplift of 18 from 2023/24 figure of 1423). The Community Council are to set a precept for 2024/25 by mid-January > the exact date will be contained in the, as yet un-received, letter. Note: the WCBC letter, confirming the aforementioned tax base, received on the 11th of December (day of meeting).
Some possible scenarios for 2024/25:-   
% Increase      Band D Charge   Tax base      Precept
Last year            £76.68

 1423
        £109,115.64 
0.00%                 £76.68

 1441
        £110,495.88 (tax base up 18)

1.00%                 £77.44

 1441
        £111,591.04
2.00%

£78.21

 1441            £112,700.61
3.00%     
£78.98

 1441
        £113,810.18
4.00% 
              £79.75
               1441            £114,919.75
5.00%
              £80.51
               1441
        £116,014.91
6.00%

£81.28

 1441
        £117,124.48

7.00%

£82.05

 1441
        £118,234.05

8.00%

£82.81

 1441
        £119,329.21
Precept figure for 2024/25:– The Chair of Finance advised that he was recommending an increase of between 5% and 8% and, initially, suggested a proposed figure of 5%. However, following discussion, an unanimous decision was taken to increase by 7%. As detailed above, this will result in an annual Band D charge of £82.05, being an increase of £5.37 on the 2023/24 figure = 10p per week. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC that the ECC precept request for 2024/25 is £118,234.
c) Rhostyllen Playground – the Council unanimously agreed that, during Q1 2024, the Chair of Finance and the Clerk look at the possibility of arranging a PWLB loan  to enable improvements to be made to the children’s playarea at Rhostyllen, with the main requirement  being an upgraded, replacement fence. Action: Clerk to be on diary for Q1 2024.
d)  Further to the ring-fenced ‘Youth monies’ funds (from 2016) held within the Council’s balances, Cllr Richard Elias put forward a suggestion that an annual, maximum, amount of £500 be made available, if requested, to facilitate outings for the young people of Esclusham. Those present when the aforesaid monies were received recalled the agreement made at the time in that the funds are for the use of the young people of Esclusham.  To commence, for the 2023/24 financial year, Cllr Elias wished to support a request made by the Caia Park Partnership (Monday’s Parish Hall Youth Club organisers) for monies to cover the cost of a trip to go ten-pin bowling along with associated food – it is believed that the total cost will be some £300. Supporting requests from members of the Youth Club shared for information. Following a brief discussion, unanimous ratification was given to Cllr Elias’ proposal. Action: Clerk to liaise with the Caia Park Partnership, who run the Esclusham Youth Club, to confirm that monies will be forthcoming to meet the cost of the ten-pin bowling trip. Action: Clerk to liaise with Youth Leaders with regard to future outings- noting a maximum annual figure of £500. Action: Clerk to update the ‘record sheet’ when the payment is made for this month’s outing.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (08/11/2023 > 06/12/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Jones Lighting (st light maint Aug/Sept/Oct)
	3-Nov-23
	4826
	2,675.23
	
	7,448.29

	Viking (stationery)
	7-Nov-23
	4827
	123.42
	
	7,324.87

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	2-Oct-23
	
	
	1,000.00
	8,324.87

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	2-Oct-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	8,243.62

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall - Q2 2023/24)
	2-Oct-23
	D/D
	490.21
	
	7,753.41

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	7,445.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	679.26
	
	6,766.71

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	18.00
	
	6,748.71

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Oct-23
	D/D
	189.10
	
	6,559.61

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	6,252.17

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	95.18
	
	6,156.99

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	60.44
	
	6,096.55

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	5,789.11

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	146.12
	
	5,642.99

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	750.43
	
	4,892.56

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Oct-23
	D/D
	658.92
	
	4,233.64

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	71.97
	
	4,161.67

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	3,854.23

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	98.14
	
	3,756.09

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	141.68
	
	3,614.41

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	3,306.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	31-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	154.45
	
	3,152.52

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Nov-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	3,071.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	132.73
	
	2,938.54

	Transfer from business savings 
	14-Nov-23
	
	
	6,000.00
	8,938.54

	Griffiths Hire Shops Ltd (cable ties for poppies)
	14-Nov-23
	4828
	7.78
	
	8,930.76

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (Christmas lights PH)
	20-Nov-23
	4829
	120.00
	
	8,810.76

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (replace outside sec light)
	20-Nov-23
	4830
	98.40
	
	8,712.36

	Universal Fire Pr Ltd (replacement extinguishers)
	20-Nov-23
	4831
	548.00
	
	8,164.36

	Bryn Jones (November salary)
	24-Nov-23
	4832
	1,779.01
	
	6,385.35

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	24-Nov-23
	4833
	99.97
	
	6,285.38

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	24-Nov-23
	4834
	149.76
	
	6,135.62

	Transfer from business savings 
	29-Nov-23
	
	
	7,000.00
	13,135.62


Imprest Account (08/11/2023 > 06/12/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Transfer to cash
	6-Nov-23
	1923
	100.00
	
	-2,180.36

	Transfer from current
	2-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,872.92

	Transfer from current
	3-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	679.26
	-1,193.66

	Transfer from current
	4-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	18.00
	-1,175.66

	Transfer from current
	9-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-868.22

	Transfer from current
	12-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	95.18
	-773.04

	Transfer from current
	13-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	60.44
	-712.60

	Transfer from current
	16-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-405.16

	Transfer from current
	17-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	146.12
	-259.04

	Transfer from current
	19-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	750.43
	491.39

	Transfer from current
	20-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	71.97
	563.36

	Transfer from current
	23-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	870.80

	Transfer from current
	24-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	98.14
	968.94

	Transfer from current
	27-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	141.68
	1,110.62

	Transfer from current
	30-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,418.06

	Transfer from current
	31-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	154.45
	1,572.51

	Transfer from current
	1-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	132.73
	1,705.24

	L Breeze (wk 32)
	13-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,551.52

	D Jenkins (wk 32)
	13-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,397.80

	D Jenkins (wk 32 o/t)
	13-Nov-23
	1924
	300.22
	
	1,097.58

	L Breeze (wk 33)
	20-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	943.86

	D Jenkins (wk 33)
	20-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	790.14

	L Breeze (wk 33 o/t)
	20-Nov-23
	1925
	112.38
	
	677.76

	D Jenkins (wk 33 o/t)
	20-Nov-23
	1926
	132.06
	
	545.70

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 064) 
	20-Nov-23
	1927
	790.00
	
	-244.30

	L Breeze (wk 34)
	27-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-398.02

	D Jenkins (wk 34)
	27-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-551.74

	L Breeze (wk 34 o/t)
	27-Nov-23
	1928
	161.04
	
	-712.78

	D Jenkins (wk 34 o/t)
	27-Nov-23
	1929
	101.21
	
	-813.99

	Cheque destroyed - error
	27-Nov-23
	1930
	0.00
	
	-813.99

	L Breeze (wk 35)
	4-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-967.71

	D Jenkins (wk 35)
	4-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,121.43

	L Breeze (wk 35 o/t)
	4-Dec-23
	1931
	134.81
	
	-1,256.24

	D Jenkins (wk 35 o/t)
	4-Dec-23
	1932
	140.72
	
	-1,396.96

	Transfer to cash 
	4-Dec-23
	1933
	840.00
	
	-2,236.96


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (08/11/2023 > 06/12/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Transfer from Imprest 
	6-Nov-23
	
	
	100.00
	196.39
	

	Katy Thomas (bugler - Rem Sunday) £40
	10-Nov-23
	
	40.00
	
	156.39
	

	Refreshments for Remembrance Sunday 
	13-Nov-23
	
	48.99
	
	107.40
	

	Bouquet of flowers - Cllr S L re bereavement
	28-Nov-23
	
	25.00
	
	82.40
	

	Donation in lieu of wreath - via Cllrs JK (SL)
	4-Dec-23
	
	20.00
	
	62.40
	

	Transfer from Imprest > all av monies
	4-Dec-23
	
	
	840.00
	902.40
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 
a) Insurance ECC > Policy in the name of Esclusham Community Council and Fete Committee
For 2023/24: HISCOX annual premium of £2,743.07, with IPT of £329.17 and a broker’s Administration Fee of £50.00 giving a total figure of £3,122.24.  For the current year, 2022/23, the full amount, paid last December, was £2,907.67. The Community Council are, since December 2021, currently in a binding, three year, long term agreement with Hiscox – this is due to expire in December 2024. The Council’s broker, Gallaghers, recommends renewal with Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd, Following a subsequent proposal by Cllr Richard Elias, duly seconded and unanimously ratified > Action required: Clerk to ratify and confirm policy renewal under the three year agreement, as from December 2023. Clerk: to issue cheque for £3,122.24.

b) Correspondence received from the Community Council’s broker, Commercial Utility Consultants, regarding the Parish Hall gas supply, proposing that the Community Council look to lock-in a deal for 3 years as from the expiry of the current deal with British Gas in Q4 2024.Whilst the expiry date is 12 months hence a strong recommendation is made that the Council commit to a three year deal now, being 12 months ahead of the renewal being due. The broker has secured a Standing Charge of £2.69 per day along with an unit rate of 7.674 pence per Kwh with Yu Energy. The Clerk shared some additional figures with the Council, including the current rates paid under the existing British Gas agreement, which show how these compare to the proposed figures. Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the broker’s suggestion be followed. Action: Clerk to advise Commercial Utility Consultants that ECC wish to commit to a three year deal with Yu Energy, as from the 14th of November 2024 at the rates quoted.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book     










      £
Business Instant Access Account 
              29/09/2023

 53,983.20

             

Current Account
                 

01/11/2023      
   
 13,135.62   
Imprest Account
                

01/11/2023    

  -2,236.96  
Petty Cash Account
              

06/12/2023
   
      902.40









            £65,784.26

Please note: Imprest account NOT overdrawn > book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	23-Oct-23
	
	
	589.00
	14,645.36

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 30/9)
	2-Oct-23
	S/O
	1,000.00
	
	13,645.36

	Paige Street Dance (Sept)  
	2-Oct-23
	
	
	49.50
	13,694.86

	Caia Park Partnership (Sept)
	20-Oct-23
	
	
	63.00
	13,757.86

	Paige Street Dance (Oct)  
	23-Oct-23
	
	
	48.00
	13,805.86

	Playgroup
	25-Oct-23
	
	
	110.00
	13,915.86

	Aikido Class (Oct) 
	27-Oct-23
	
	
	18.00
	13,933.86

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Sept)
	31-Oct-23
	
	
	96.00
	14,029.86

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	20-Nov-23
	
	
	261.00
	14,290.86

	John Heap (work on  P H roof - Playgroup)
	5-Dec-23
	0199
	236.00
	
	14,054.86


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Rachel Clark (kids party)
	4-Nov-23
	3372
	
	39.50
	427.02
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-Nov-23
	3374
	
	18.00
	445.02
	

	Nicola Morris (deposit kids party 7/1)
	7-Nov-23
	3375
	
	10.00
	455.02
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	7-Nov-23
	3376
	
	15.00
	470.02
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Nov-23
	3377
	
	18.00
	488.02
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	10-Nov-23
	3378
	
	30.00
	518.02
	

	Sarah Tuston-Roberts (dep kids party 6/1)
	13-Nov-23
	3379
	
	10.00
	528.02
	

	Kim Moo Music
	14-Nov-23
	3380
	
	24.00
	552.02
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-Nov-23
	3381
	
	18.00
	570.02
	

	Snooker Group
	14-Nov-23
	3382
	
	12.50
	582.52
	

	ECG Quiz Night fundraiser - held 10/11
	14-Nov-23
	3383
	
	39.00
	621.52
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	15-Nov-23
	3384
	
	18.00
	639.52
	

	Indoor Bowls
	15-Nov-23
	3385
	
	18.00
	657.52
	

	Joanne Hennessey (kids party 3/12)
	17-Nov-23
	3386
	
	43.00
	700.52
	

	Janet Williams (Craft Fair)
	18-Nov-23
	3387
	
	36.00
	736.52
	

	Charlotte Roberts (kids party)
	19-Nov-23
	3388
	
	36.00
	772.52
	

	Transfer to current 
	20-Nov-23
	
	
	
	511.52
	261.00

	Kim Moo Music
	21-Nov-23
	3389
	
	24.00
	535.52
	

	Tuesday Club
	21-Nov-23
	3390
	
	18.00
	553.52
	

	Snooker Group
	21-Nov-23
	3391
	
	10.00
	563.52
	

	Indoor Bowls
	22-Nov-23
	3392
	
	18.00
	581.52
	

	Paper banqueting roll (for events)
	23-Nov-23
	
	15.99
	
	565.53
	

	Beth Tudor (deposit kids party 4/2)
	23-Nov-23
	3393
	
	10.00
	575.53
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	24-Nov-23
	3394
	
	30.00
	605.53
	

	Mandy Roberts (Church bingo)
	24-Nov-23
	3395
	
	17.00
	622.53
	

	Mandy Roberts (dep kids party 15/3 & 22/11
	24-Nov-23
	3396
	
	20.00
	642.53
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	28-Nov-23
	
	
	77.75
	720.28
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-Nov-23
	3397
	
	18.00
	738.28
	

	Snooker Group
	28-Nov-23
	3398
	
	10.00
	748.28
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	28-Nov-23
	3399
	
	15.00
	763.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	29-Nov-23
	3400
	
	18.00
	781.28
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Dec-23
	3401
	
	30.00
	811.28
	

	Rosie Ellis (kids party)
	2-Dec-23
	3402
	
	46.00
	857.28
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/11/2023

   14,054.86
     


Petty Cash Account



06/12/2023
    
        857.28  
         










    
 £14,912.14
10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Jean Kelly
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Sarah Love & Val Morgan
2. 
Chair’s announcements – None – but see item 6(a) below
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) The green gate at the rear of the Parish Hall is now in position and “looks good”. The Clerk was asked to formally thank Morton & Jones for undertaking the work as a community benefit. Action: Clerk.
ii) Cllr Pritchard advised that various works along the Wrexham Road, including four-way traffic lights at the Church Road junction, new pedestrian crossings and a reconfigured bus stop, are expected to commence in Q1 2024. He will forward an e-mail, giving some additional information, to the Clerk for subsequent sharing with Councillors. It is hoped that Cllr Pritchard will be in a position to give a further update in January.
iii) School Street re-surfacing – no firm developments as yet.
iv) Cllr Pritchard has been made aware of some ‘distraction burglaries’ taking place in the area. “All please be aware”.
v) The National Trust are progressing with work on the three bridges earmarked for the reconfigured path behind the building development off Wrexham Road > Cllr Pritchard very much hopes that at least two of these will be in place by the end of Q1 2024.

vi) Cllr Phil Penk asked if Cllr Pritchard knew why none of ECC’s electronic speed signs are working. Both Cllr Pritchard and the Clerk believed that they, along with others in the County Borough, had been switched off in September (20mph WG exercise). Action: Clerk to establish what happening with WCBC.
4. 
Declaration of interest – None
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th November 2023 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) The Chair, Cllr Jean Kelly, advised the Council that, following the sad loss of her husband, Kevin, she had called to visit Cllr Sarah Love and taken along a bouquet of flowers from the Community Council. Cllr Kelly also advised that the Community Council had given a £20 donation towards the chosen collection on the day of the funeral. >> the thoughts of Councillors are with Cllr Love at this very difficult time.

b) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC > none held as NWP not present at the arranged meeting.

ACTION PLAN - see attached 
ALSO: Cllr Nicola Davies-Williams > further to what was said, and agreed, at the November meeting (CC Report – item (I)), both she and Cllr Darcy Davies-Williams wished to place on record their thanks to the Council for giving them ‘three months grace’ whilst they are between premises.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0800 – application: “Reserved matters pursuant to outline planning permission P/2020/0210, for a mixed use residential, business, industrial, storage and distribution and retail development (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale)” on land at Bangor Road, Johnstown, Wrexham. Already circulated. Responses required by the 13th December. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that whilst ECC have no objections to the request to extend the submission date, nor therefore, the proposed variation of conditions 3,4,and 5, but does wish to express concerns regarding condition 30, being the removal of a roundabout. WCBC asked to ensure that the proposed roundabout, should it remain as part of the plans, or any replacement scheme, meets the required criteria as intimated in the Inspector’s report following the Inquiry held from the 26th to the 28th of April 2016. Action: Clerk. 
P/2023/0819 – application for a “single storey extension” at Glen Ercall, Smithy Lane, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk.
P/2023/0823 – application for the “erection of dwelling” at Hillcroft, Wrexham Road, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC, that, whilst appreciating that changes had been made to the original application, ECC still has concerns as to the proximity of the proposed dwelling to the capped mine-shaft. Action: Clerk to ask WCBC to note the Community Councils reservations when considering the merits of the application.
P/2023/0809 – application for the “discharge of condition 5 (scheme) of planning permission P/2029/0913” at Aelwyd Brys, Smithy Lane, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated. **The Clerk advised/confirmed that the actual Planning Application stated that the request was for a: “Proposed single storey extension to the rear of the existing dwelling to extend the kitchen and provide a dining and family area together with the refurbishment of the existing dwelling” > not as stated on the correspondence received from WCBC, which appears to relate to a Ruabon property (as originally detailed above). The Council discussed the merits of the, correct, application and the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC has no objections to the said application, Action: Clerk.
 At the same time the Clerk will ask why incorrect details were given in the formal WCBC letter.   
Withdrawals

None

Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2023/0627 – application for “advertisement consent for 1 fascia sign and 1 projecting sign (non-illuminated)” at The Pharmacy, Trinity Street, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Granted with conditions - Noted
VISITORS/GUESTS – a prior request received for a representation of local residents to have a brief slot to address the Council prior to discussions regarding item (b), below:
Ian Lloyd, Alan Jones and Rachel (?) joined the meeting and explained that they wished to share information, garnered over recent months, regarding concerns over battery units, along with details of, it is believed, substantial local opposition to the proposed energy storage system on land off Bronwylfa Road. It is noted that a number of Councillors will, as interested observers, have attended at least one of the public meetings regarding the matter, organised by local residents.
Alan Jones summarized what has been happening locally since the original community consultation at the Parish Hall, when the original plans were shared with local residents. He advised that there was substantial public concern regarding the proposal and went on to give examples of what has happened elsewhere, especially with regard to fire concerns, along with fears of associated “toxic clouds”. Other concerns raised locally relate to the site being unsuitable due to proximity to villages/schools, use of G2 agriculture land, environmental issues, proposed location being outside the settlement boundary, unaddressed ecology concerns, possible impact on nearby heritage sites and proximity to the A483. Alan advised that much of the concerns mentioned by himself are in the public domain.
The local committee also advised that they have had meetings with a number of interested individuals and organisations, including MP, AMs etc, and that their concerns are shared.

Whilst, what appears to be the final proposal, is somewhat reduced from the original, it is still to be of substantial size, and it is felt that the proposed site is “in the wrong place”. 

The three representatives thanked the Community Council for granting them a short slot in which to share their concerns, fears and observations > and left the meeting.
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Welsh Government – letter advising Community Councils of the ‘Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2024/25’. The maximum for the financial year 2024/25 will be £10.81 per elector, being an increase from £9.93 per elector in the current year. A S137 meeting is to be arranged for March 2024. Noted
b) Innova Renewables Developments – re ‘Proposed Energy Storage System’ at land north of Bronwylfa Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham > brief details of the proposal contained therein. Letter shared with Councillors. Innova are now commencing a statutory Pre-Application Consultation and as a Community Consultee under Section 2D of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2021 the Council are provided with a copy of the Site Notice and request to give feedback to the draft application submission. Copy of the Site Notice shared with Councillors. A summary of the project, along with the full suite of draft application documents, can be viewed on the project webpage. Link forwarded to Councillors on the 27/11 to enable viewing prior to the Council meeting. Comments requested by the 2nd of January 2024. Following debate, including the noting of what was said by the above representation of local residents, members expressed serious concerns relating to the proposal as it stands. Action: The Clerk instructed to liaise with the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, to draw up a response on behalf of the Community Council. Concerns to be mentioned to include:
i) Proposed loss of G2 Green Agriculture land, being classed as ‘Best and Most Versatile’ agriculture land.

ii) Proximity of the proposed site to a number of large villages, especially Bersham and Rhostyllen.

iii) Nearby schools.

iv) Proximity to the Crematorium at Pentrebychan.

v) Environmental concerns.

vi) Proximity to the Dee Valley and Clwydian Range AONB.

vii) Ecology concerns.

viii) Proximity and impact on nearby heritage and archaeology sites.
ix) Visible impact of the proposed battery containers.

x) Proximity to the A483

xi) Outside the settlement boundary

The Clerk confirmed that the Community Council’s comments would be sent to Innova before the end of the month.
c) Urdd National Eisteddfod Maldwyn 2024 – letter detailing the objectives and cultural objectives for children via the Urdd. In addition, the Community Council are asked to consider making a financial contribution to assist the local appeal committee. The Clerk was instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the proposed, bespoke, meeting in Q1 2024. Action: Clerk
d) Innova Renewables Developments – following receipt of correspondence as detailed at (b), above, a further e-mail received from William Griffiths.

i) Statutory Pre-Application Consultation (PAC): confirming that, as the host Community Council, ECC gets formal notification in both letter and e-mail format > see (b), above.

ii) Community Benefit opportunities: Innova are hopeful of progressing this with ECC and effect introduction to Shaherah Jordan, being the Community Engagement manager, who will be leading on all matters relating to a Community Benefit fund for the Legacy Energy Storage System. Copy of WG’s e-mail, along with the Clerk’s holding response, shared with members of the Council. Following discussion, it is unanimously decided that, in view of the substantial concerns raised regarding the proposal as summarised at (b) above, any meeting with Innova regarding Community Benefit, be delayed until matters progress somewhat. Action: Clerk advise Innova as such after the 2nd of January, being the end-date for comments in the ‘pre-application consultation’.
e) WCBC- Playcheme ‘Rhostyllen Report 2023/24. Report forwarded to Councillors on the 5th December, along with a covering e-mail from the Clerk. Noted
f) WCBC - from Gareth Stacey, WCBC Assistant Team Lead – Play & Youth, regarding ‘Funding for Staffed Play Provision in 2024/25’. Letter shared with members.

For 2024/25, the Local Authority, are, once again, encouraging the take-up of two hour long play sessions and are also looking at regular all year round delivery, although provision during the school holidays is also available. All details contained in the said letter and members encouraged to look at options and perhaps request, once again, a bespoke SLA, similar to recent years. The Clerk mentioned that, unfortunately for 2024/25, it does not appear that the final cost is to be offset by a contribution from the Welsh Government.   Following discussion the Clerk was instructed to ask for WCBC costings for:

a) 3 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday
b) 2 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday

c) 3 hours per day x 3 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday




Action: Clerk

Once figures have been received, these can be included on the January agenda and a decision taken for the 2024/25 provision.
g) Welsh Government – ‘Coal Tip Safety’. Information on all disused coal tips in Wales now held in a single WG database. Copy of the ‘Briefing Paper: release of data on coal tip locations’, shared with Councillors. The Welsh Government website, https://www.gov.wales/find-disused-coal-tips gives substantial information on the ongoing process > see ‘Policy & Strategy: Coal Tip safety – what we are doing to identify any risks to public safety from coal tips’ along with County-specific maps giving the locations of all C and D rated tips. Bersham Bank tip is currently classed at C > “a tip with the potential to impact public safety, to be inspected at least once a year”. For information only, the Clerk advised that there are currently 350 C & D rated disused coal tips in Wales, with 3 of these being within Wrexham County Borough. The numbers and ratings are subject to change as a result of ongoing inspections and following the development of a new categorisation system. Noted, but following discussion, the Council are of the opinion that the Bersham Bank tip might possibly be worthy of a ‘D’ classification, and the Clerk instructed to write to the Welsh Government to ask if they could reconsider the grading given. Action: Clerk.
h) Welsh Government – ‘Road Safety Strategy Consultation’ - a public consultation is open until the 31st January 2024. E-mail, with link, forwarded to Councillors on the 14/11 – the document consists of 12 pages. Noted 
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Royal British Legion > ‘Roll of Honour’: The Clerk advised that, further to the matter being touched upon following a planning application relating to the Bersham Club (Legion) being included on the  November agenda, Cllr Val Morgan has spoken with the landlord/owner regarding the future of the RBL ‘Roll of Honour’, should the current building be demolished. It was confirmed that, with no immediate plans to proceed with the proposals, it is wished that the ‘Roll of Honour’ remain in-situ until anything progresses. They are, however, aware of the Community Council’s interest and will be in touch should the planning application proceed. For the present > Noted.

CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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