ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 11th November 2024 
Present: Cllrs John Perkins, Jean Kelly, Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering, Mark Pritchard, Glen Bellamy, 
Nat Cargius & Val Morgan

Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams, Gemma Richards, Claire Luckock & Nicci Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Mark Pritchard

As both the Chair and Vice Chair of Finance, along with the Chair of the Council, have given apologies, the Vice Chair of ECC, Cllr Mark Pritchard was unanimously elected to Chair both parts of the meeting.
 
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – : Cllrs Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams, Gemma Richards, Claire Luckock & Nicci Davies-Williams

2.
Chair’s announcements  - none but the Clerk shared a note from the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias regarding the 2024/25 budget: In summary:
Cllr Elias expressed concern that the increase in staffing, utilities and streetlighting costs would greatly increase pressure on the 2024/25 budget. The Council are reminded that any expenditure has to be closely monitored. In addition, Cllr Elias recommends that critical consideration must be given to some other areas in 2025/26, one of which was to cap the S137 payments at £50 per request – however, one for discussion for the next Financial Year.

The Clerk also reminded the Council that the budget will show an excess between now and the end of March due to the £50K payment re Spring Road, which was, of course covered by a ‘community gain’ payment from SG Estates Ltd.
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th October 2024 – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
a) Clerk – Annual pay award > copy of the formal note from the National Joint Council for local government services dated the 22nd October 2024, detailing the outcome of the ‘2024 Local Government Services Pay Agreement’, along with a table of the new pay rates, shared with Councillors. The Clerk is currently on SCP 27.  A covering file note, summarizing how the pay award impacts on the Clerk’s salary and back-pay, attached to the aforementioned circular. All present confirmed that they had perused the aforementioned paperwork and the Council unanimously ratified the increase in the Clerk’s salary and associated back-pay as per the formal agreement. Action: Clerk to deal with formalities.
b) Caretakers – Annual pay award > further to the pay agreement for 2024, the Parish Hall caretakers are entitled to a modest increase in their hourly rate. As previously agreed, this rate is to mirror that of their peers at WCBC, which, it is understood, would be £12.65 p.h. (G04), being an increase of £0.64p an hour. This increase, equating to £8.96 per week, is due as from the 1st April 2024 – i.e. backdated. Weekly: £177.10 (from £168.14). Increase formally ratified by the Council. Action: Clerk write to Lloyds Bank requesting that the weekly standing order to both caretakers be increased to £177.10 as from Monday the 2nd of December 2024, and, once the new rate is up-and-running, calculate the amount of back pay due from the 1st of April 2024 to the 25th November 2024.

6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (09/10/2024 > 06/11/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Oct-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	7,675.72

	Esclusham Bowling Club (tranche 2) > 11/3 mins
	21-Oct-24
	4938
	1,000.00
	
	6,675.72

	Bryn Jones (October salary)
	22-Oct-24
	4939
	1,932.20
	
	4,743.52

	Defib Store Ltd - Zoll Stat Padz (1)
	22-Oct-24
	4940
	60.00
	
	4,683.52

	Transfer from business savings 
	23-Oct-24
	
	
	9,000.00
	13,683.52

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	24-Oct-24
	4941
	149.76
	
	13,533.76

	APH Signs Ltd (enlarged copy Rhostyllen map)
	24-Oct-24
	4942
	81.60
	
	13,452.16

	Core Highways (Regions) Ltd - MG Rem Sunday
	29-Oct-24
	4943
	360.00
	
	13,092.16

	Cq cancelled/stopped - do not accept cheques
	31-Oct-24
	[4943]
	-360.00
	
	13,452.16

	BACS - Core Highways (R) Ltd - see 29/10
	31-Oct-24
	BACS
	360.00
	
	13,092.16

	Cheque destroyed
	30-Oct-24
	4944
	0.00
	
	13,092.16

	The Music Place - Stagg AS105 speaker (via PP) 
	30-Oct-24
	4945
	230.00
	
	12,862.16


Imprest Account (09/10/2024 > 06/11/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Transfer from current
	1-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	1,607.09

	L Breeze (wk 28)
	14-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	1,438.95

	D Jenkins (wk 28)
	14-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	1,270.81

	D Jenkins (wk 28 o/t - extra bookings/events)
	14-Oct-24
	2031
	158.72
	
	1,112.09

	L Breeze (wk 29)
	21-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	943.95

	D Jenkins (wk 29)
	21-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	775.81

	D Jenkins (wk 29 o/t - w/e parties/hol cover)
	21-Oct-24
	2032
	277.26
	
	498.55

	L Breeze (wk 30)
	28-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	330.41

	D Jenkins (wk 30)
	28-Oct-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	162.27

	L Breeze (wk 30 o/t - absence cover/+Sunday)
	28-Oct-24
	2033
	480.22
	
	-317.95

	D Jenkins (wk 30 o/t - holiday cover)
	28-Oct-24
	2034
	126.72
	
	-444.67

	L Breeze (wk 31)
	4-Nov-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-612.81

	D Jenkins (wk 31)
	4-Nov-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-780.95

	L Breeze (wk 31 o/t - absence cover)
	4-Nov-24
	2035
	221.17
	
	-1,002.12

	D Jenkins (wk 31 tax refund)
	4-Nov-24
	2036
	15.00
	
	-1,017.12


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (09/10/2024 > 06/11/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Post Office - Special Delivery to Audit Wales
	29-Aug-24
	
	8.95
	
	
	237.62
	

	Remembrance flag (paid via Debbie)
	14-Oct-24
	
	7.57
	
	
	230.05
	

	Royal Britsh Legion - wreath (paid via Clerk)
	23-Oct-24
	
	40.00
	
	
	190.05
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 
a) Streetlights – power. With the monthly costs having gone up substantially with SSE in 2024, the Clerk given authority by the Council to obtain quotes from a broker to see if other options are available. The Clerk would hope to share any figures received with the Council by the January meeting, at the latest.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
             30/09/2024 

 18,319.44  
             

Current Account
                 

01/10/2024      
   
 12,862.16
Imprest Account
                

01/10/2024    
 
  -1,017.12
Petty Cash Account
              

06/11/2024

      190.05     
      









            £30,354.53

As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Paige Street Dance (September)  
	30-Sep-24
	
	
	36.00
	14,061.72

	Garden Gaffer (inv 140) - remove old fence etc
	10-Oct-24
	0216
	685.00
	
	13,376.72

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	21-Oct-24
	
	
	515.00
	13,891.72

	Gemini Blinds (new blinds for kitchen)
	24-Oct-24
	0217
	204.00
	
	13,687.72


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Microwave & Toaster for P.H. (via Debbie)
	7-Oct-24
	
	85.95
	
	267.19
	

	Joshua Bramwell (kids party 19/10)
	7-Oct-24
	3614
	
	36.00
	303.19
	

	Tuesday Club
	8-Oct-24
	3615
	
	18.00
	321.19
	

	Snooker Group
	8-Oct-24
	3616
	
	10.00
	331.19
	

	Bushra Ali (deposit for 27/10 event)
	9-Oct-24
	3617
	
	37.50
	368.69
	

	Indoor Bowls 
	9-Oct-24
	3618
	
	18.00
	386.69
	

	John Beecroft (vintage cars - lunch stop)
	10-Aug-24
	3619
	
	20.00
	406.69
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	11-Oct-24
	3620
	
	30.00
	436.69
	

	Esclusham Community Gp (quiz/music)
	11-Oct-24
	3621
	
	25.00
	461.69
	

	Tuesday Club
	15-Oct-24
	3622
	
	18.00
	479.69
	

	Snooker Group
	15-Oct-24
	3623
	
	10.00
	489.69
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	15-Oct-24
	3624
	
	12.00
	501.69
	

	Indoor Bowls
	16-Oct-24
	3625
	
	18.00
	519.69
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	18-Oct-24
	3626
	
	30.00
	549.69
	

	Tube of CT1 (wooden floor - adhesive)
	21-Oct-24
	
	12.00
	
	537.69
	

	Transfer to current
	21-Oct-24
	
	
	
	22.69
	515.00

	Tuesday Club
	22-Oct-24
	3627
	
	18.00
	40.69
	

	Snooker Group
	22-Oct-24
	3628
	
	10.00
	50.69
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	22-Oct-24
	3629
	
	12.00
	62.69
	

	Indoor Bowls
	23-Oct-24
	3630
	
	18.00
	80.69
	

	Louise Harper 
	24-Oct-24
	3631
	
	12.00
	92.69
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	26-Oct-24
	3632
	
	30.00
	122.69
	

	Bushra Ali (party at the Parish Hall)
	27-Oct-24
	3633
	
	100.50
	223.19
	

	Tuesday Club
	29-Oct-24
	3634
	
	18.00
	241.19
	

	Indoor Bowls
	30-Oct-24
	3635
	
	18.00
	259.19
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	31-Oct-24
	
	
	147.00
	406.19
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Nov-24
	3636
	
	30.00
	436.19
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/10/2024
       
    13,687.72


Petty Cash Account



 06/11/2024
    
         436.19

  £14,123.91

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Mark Pritchard
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Richard Elias, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams, Gemma Richards, Claire Luckock & Nicci Davies-Williams
2. 
Chair’s announcements – none 
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Cllr Pritchard explained that the delay in switching-on the four-way lights at the junction of Church Street and Wrexham Road was not due to WCBC, but it is very much hoped that their full use is imminent, with outstanding works having been carried out. 
4. 
Declaration of interest – none 
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th October 2024 - unanimously 
6. 
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 6th November 2024 > Cllr John Perkins:
Present: PCSO Gethin Thomas, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.

Remembrance Sunday: discussion regarding the plans for Sunday’s event. The Clerk confirmed that guidance contained in PC Gaz Roberts’ e-mail had been followed and that ECC had arranged a formal ‘road closure’ around the Memorial Gardens utilising the services of a suitably qualified company. Gethin confirmed that four officers are earmarked to attend as previously advised > they will be outside the HTC by 10:40am on Sunday.

The following matters touched upon.....

ASB – two instances of knock-and-run in Rhostyllen – individuals known/located and parents are being spoken with. One local youth and one, it is believed, from Penycae.

Memorial Gardens – no (known) issues

Football Ground – no (known) issues

Off Road Bikes – still some seen locally now and again and heard along travelling along the disused railway line path. No developments. At the meeting: some Councillors did say that they still see, and hear, every now and again in Rhostyllen.
Recent Police raid – no developments > ongoing.

Speeding – the Clerk, as requested at the last Council meeting asked, once again, if Go-Safe could visit the Bersham Road where, we are advised, two further crashes have occurred towards the Wrexham end in the past week or two. It is understood that both instances involved one car only – these appear to have failed to navigate the corners at the end of the long straight. The Clerk and both Councillors present stressed the need to have Go-Safe attend in addition to local, stand alone, officers with a speed gun. The Clerk advised that each request made to NWP is suitably recorded and minuted by the Community Council.. The Clerk advised that there was a recent media article on Go-Safe, where they appeared to state that they are to visit known speeding spots throughout North Wales > it is very much hoped that Bersham Road is one such location. Gethin confirmed that he would contact them once again.

Upon being asked by the Clerk, Gethin advised that PC Mark Hughes had visited the Bersham Road campus and spoken with the principal regarding the speed of many vehicles, it is believed, attending the site. 

The above items will be on the agenda for the December police liaison meeting.
At the meeting: Lengthy discussion ensued regarding speeding and accidents along the Bersham Road and the Clerk was asked to look at the possibility of a senior officer meeting with members of the Council, Action: Clerk to place on agenda for the 4/12.
b) Cllr Richard Elias forwarded a note to be shared with the Council, in which he asks if Councillors would be prepared to re-visit the annual £2k payment to the Bowling Club, which was a commitment inherited from WCBC some ten years ago. Cllr Elias’ proposal of meeting with representatives of the Bowling Club to discuss reducing the annual commitment to, say, £1,000 was debated at length and, whilst all agreed that a meeting to effect a reduced payment was supported, the actual amount would need to be discussed and agreed with the Bowling Club. Cllr Mark Pritchard asked that the Clerk liaise with him in Q1 2025 to arrange a suitable meeting. Action: Clerk – January diary.
c) Cllr Mark Pritchard explained why the clearance works along the rear/side of the Parish Hall had taken place and what further work was required. Discussion also took place regarding the plans mooted for the former allotment site behind the Parish Hall, when, amongst other matters mentioned, concerns expressed regarding the ‘former garage’ located therein. It was unanimously agreed that:

i) Cllr Mark Pritchard obtain quotes for completing the work along the ‘fence line’ from the existing wall to the boundary with the Bowling Club. Action: Cllr MP. Members reminded that the cost of clearance work already carried out had been met by the RPHT.
ii) Cllr Val Morgan to share an update of the plans for the rear allotment with the Council at the  December meeting. Action: Clerk place on the agenda.
ACTION PLAN – the Clerk stated that it is very much hoped that all outstanding matters on the Action Plan will be dealt with or re-visited by the end of the year.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/1466 – for: “Outline Application for erection for 1450 dwellings (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved)” on land at Lower Berse Farm, Ruthin Road, Wrexham LL14 4HP. Already circulated. Comments required by the 15th of November – extension granted. Councillors reminded that this is a resubmission, with some changes, including the number of dwellings proposed. In addition: 1st November > letter from WCBC Planning Dept advising that the description has been amended in connection with the above proposal. Now: “Outline Application for erection for 1450 dwellings (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved) and provision of land for primary school” on land at Lower Berse Farm, Ruthin Road, Wrexham LL14 4HP. Circulated 1/11.

Once again, following lengthy discussions, a number of Councillors expressed substantial concerns regarding the proposed development, even with some tweaks, as detailed in the new application.
The Clerk was instructed to write to the WCBC Planning Dept expressing observations, comments and objections under the following broad headings:

1) Transport/Highway issues and Road Network capability

2) Housing need and numbers

3) Flooding and drainage concerns

4) Bersham village – adverse impact on Besham > a Designated Conservation Area

5) Community Facilities – health, education etc

6) Green Wedge – importance of maintaining

7) Potential loss of Best and Most Versatile agricultural land.

Adding: “ECC do not support the planning application”. Action: Clerk

Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2024 P/2023/0823 – application for the “erection of dwelling” at Hillcroft, Wrexham Road, Pentrebychan, Wrexham LL14 4DT. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2024/1418 - application for the “erection of garage and plant room” at Bunkers Hill Cottage, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HT. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2023/0866 – application for the “formation of vehicular access (in retrospect)” at 63 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AB. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2021/0059 – application for the “conversion of redundant barn into 1 dwelling” at Tyddyn Dedwydd, Fron Deg, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 1ND. Application refused. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Wales’s New National Park Proposal – E-mail from Chris Smith, Planning Lead Policy, WCBC Economy and Planning regarding the NRW Public Consultation on the ‘Wales New National Park Proposal’. E-mail, containing links to the relevant pages on the NRW website, forwarded to Councillors with covering note on the 21st of October. 10 week consultation ends16th of December. Noted. Cllr Mabyn Pickering confirmed that very little of the proposed Park will be in Esclusham.
b) Eisteddfod yr Urdd 2025 – Parc Margam – correspondence giving information on the plans for the 2025 Urdd Eisteddfod and asking if ECC could consider a financial donation. Action: Clerk instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting in March 2025.
c) National Eisteddfod 2025: Wrexham/Wrecsam – letter confirming that the 2025 Eisteddfod is to be held in Wrexham and asking if ECC could consider helping the organisers achieve their financial goal. Copy of letter shared with Councillors. Part 1) Make a donation now ? Part 2) the Clerk will forward a S137 grant application form to the organisers so that they may apply for a further donation in early 2025, Action: In the immediate the Clerk was instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting in March 2025 and also send out an application form in early January. 
d) WCBC: ‘The Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places’ – letter, together with supporting paperwork and information, from the Electoral Registration Officer, WCBC. Copy shared with Councillors, along with the relevant sheet detailing the ‘Designated Polling Place’ for the four wards within Esclusham and a copy of the ‘Questionnaire’ that requires completing by the Clerk. 
Discussion took place regarding the suitability of the three Polling Places used by voters within Esclusham Community and the Clerk instructed to note only as no further action required. Noted
e) Cllr Phil Penk – letter of resignation from the Community Council. Copy to all Councillors. Councillors expressed disappointment at losing such a committed Member as Cllr Penk, although understanding of the reasons given. Resignation accepted and the Clerk instructed to set in motion co-option procedures. Following the transfer of Cllr Gemma Richards to Rhostyllen ward, the vacancy will be for the Aberoer ward. Action: Clerk. The various tasks carried out on an ongoing basis by Cllr Penk will be allocated to remaining Councillors. In the first instance, Cllr Glen Bellamy will take on board the monitoring of the defibrillators.

f) WCBC – ‘The Wrexham County Borough Council (Esclusham Below Public Footpath 9 and an Unrecorded Public Footpath between Holy Trinity Church and the Wrexham to Shrewsbury Railaway Line) Public Path Diversion Order 2023. Copy of the Order along with the public notice and a plan of the proposed actions shared with Councillors. Assuming that there are no applications to the High Court challenging the Order, the diversion to move the route from the level crossing to the alignment under the railway bridge will be started. Noted and the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that the Community Council have concerns regarding the, it appears to be, formal re-opening of the level crossing with the possible high numbers of ‘new to Rhostyllen’ children now living on the Wrexham Road development, which runs alongside the railway line being a concern. Action: Clerk. In addition, Cllr Mark Pritchard is to liaise with the Clerk regarding meeting with H&S representatives from WCBC, NT and the developer should the procedures regarding the permanent closure of the level crossing not move ahead to a conclusion.
g) Welsh Government – letter advising Community Councils of the ‘Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2025/26’. The maximum for the financial year 2025/26 will be £11.10 per elector, being an increase from £10.81 per elector in the current year. A S137 meeting is to be arranged for March 2025. Noted
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Remembrance Day – Sunday, 10th of November > in the main, feedback was positive although some glitches mentioned by Councillors, especially at the Memorial Gardens. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to place the matter on a Summer-month agenda (June/July) so that the Council may debate plans for the 2025 event, It is generally felt that more of the Service could take place at the Memorial Gardens, especially with formal road closures now being put in place .Action: Clerk
b) Senior Citizens Christmas Party – 13th December > Clerk gave an update and all Councillors asked to attend if able..
CHAIR_________________________________________________

DATED_________________________________________________
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