ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 11th September 2023  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Richard Elias, Darcy Davies-Williams, Claire Luckock, Glen Bellamy, Mabyn Pickering, John Perkins, Mark Pritchard, Nat Cargius, Val Morgan, Gemma Richards* & Jean Kelly*
Apologies: Cllrs Sarah Love, Graham Blackmore & Nicci Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
2.
Cllr Glen Bellamy signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and received a copy of the Code of Conduct.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Sarah Love, Graham Blackmore & Nicci Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements - none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th July 2023  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (05/07/2023 > 06/09/2023)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	WCBC (HY inst - Insp & maint of play areas)
	3-Jul-23
	4789
	2,055.60
	
	13,559.42

	UQ Web Design (12m web hosting)
	6-Jul-23
	4790
	120.00
	
	13,439.42

	Viking (cleaning material/stationery)
	6-Jul-23
	4791
	113.84
	
	13,325.58

	Lindon Env A S Ltd (annual svce 2 x heaters)
	6-Jul-23
	4792
	312.00
	
	13,013.58

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Jun-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	12,758.76

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	587.44
	
	12,171.32

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	64.73
	
	12,106.59

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	11,799.15

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	171.20
	
	11,627.95

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	19-Jun-23
	D/D
	637.70
	
	10,990.25

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	10,682.81

	PHS Group - sanitary disposal
	21-Jun-23
	D/D
	722.50
	
	9,960.31

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	171.48
	
	9,788.83

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	729.00
	
	9,059.83

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	617.44
	
	8,442.39

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	291.89
	
	8,150.50

	British Gas (Parish Hall - May/June)
	29-Jun-23
	D/D
	27.68
	
	8,122.82

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 30/6)
	30-Jun-23
	
	
	1,000.00
	9,122.82

	JRB Enterprise (2,000  temp poop scoop bags)
	10-Jul-23
	4793
	35.95
	
	9,086.87

	BT (new acount via PP)
	18-Jul-23
	4794
	74.83
	
	9,012.04

	Bryn Jones (July salary)
	24-Jul-23
	4795
	1,923.71
	
	7,088.33

	JRB Enterprise (4,000 temp poop scoop bags)
	24-Jul-23
	4796
	71.90
	
	7,016.43

	Viking (cleaning material) - net invoice
	25-Jul-23
	4797
	91.62
	
	6,924.81

	Viking (stationery)
	25-Jul-23
	4798
	108.46
	
	6,816.35

	Transfer from business savings 
	26-Jul-23
	
	
	6,000.00
	12,816.35

	JRB Enterprise (6,000 temp poop scoop bags)
	31-Jul-23
	4799
	107.86
	
	12,708.49

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	3-Jul-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	12,627.24

	Transfer to Imprest
	3-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,319.80

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	662.07
	
	11,657.73

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Jul-23
	D/D
	254.82
	
	11,402.91

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	32.65
	
	11,370.26

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall - Q1 2023/24)
	7-Jul-23
	D/D
	268.55
	
	11,101.71

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	10,794.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	65.59
	
	10,728.68

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	973.81
	
	9,754.87

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	9,447.43

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	139.66
	
	9,307.77

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	129.96
	
	9,177.81

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	21-Jul-23
	D/D
	679.92
	
	8,497.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	8,190.45

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	215.92
	
	7,974.53

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	53.30
	
	7,921.23

	Loan repayment - PWLB (HY) - Final payment
	31-Jul-23
	D/D
	1,668.89
	
	6,252.34

	Transfer to Imprest
	31-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	5,944.90

	British Gas (Parish Hall - June/July)
	1-Aug-23
	D/D
	19.66
	
	5,925.24

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Aug-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	5,843.99

	Viking (stationery)
	8-Aug-23
	4800
	84.08
	
	5,759.91

	WCBC (Memorial Gardens - rental)
	14-Aug-23
	4801
	0.05
	
	5,759.86

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	14-Aug-23
	4802
	149.76
	
	5,610.10

	Viking (stationery - inc stamps)
	15-Aug-23
	4803
	182.60
	
	5,427.50

	Lloyd & Jones (cormatic toilet paper)
	16-Aug-23
	4804
	179.48
	
	5,248.02

	BT (new acount via PP)
	16-Aug-23
	4805
	67.14
	
	5,180.88

	Bryn Jones (August salary)
	21-Aug-23
	4806
	1,779.01
	
	3,401.87

	Transfer from business savings 
	21-Aug-23
	
	
	8,000.00
	11,401.87

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (6m em light check)
	21-Aug-23
	4807
	124.80
	
	11,277.07

	WCBC - relocation - col 18 Bersham (as agreed)
	22-Aug-23
	4808
	600.00
	
	10,677.07


Imprest Account (05/07/2023 > 06/09/2023)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 13 o/t & tax refund)
	3-Jul-23
	1884
	32.65
	
	-1,250.22

	HMRC (5 July)
	6-Jul-23
	1885
	888.17
	
	-2,138.39

	Transfer from current
	5-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	587.44
	-1,550.95

	Transfer from current
	6-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	64.73
	-1,486.22

	Transfer from current
	12-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,178.78

	Transfer from current
	14-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	171.20
	-1,007.58

	Transfer from current
	19-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-700.14

	Transfer from current
	21-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	171.48
	-528.66

	Transfer from current
	23-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	729.00
	200.34

	Transfer from current
	26-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	617.44
	817.78

	Transfer from current
	27-Jun-23
	Auto tfr
	
	291.89
	1,109.67

	L Breeze (wk 14)
	10-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	955.95

	D Jenkins (wk 14)
	10-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	802.23

	L Breeze (wk 14 o/t)
	10-Jul-23
	1886
	85.64
	
	716.59

	D Jenkins (wk 14 o/t & tax refund)
	10-Jul-23
	1887
	65.59
	
	651.00

	L Breeze (wk 15)
	17-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	497.28

	D Jenkins (wk 15)
	17-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	343.56

	L Breeze (wk 15 o/t)
	17-Jul-23
	1888
	139.66
	
	203.90

	D Jenkins (wk 15 o/t)
	17-Jul-23
	1889
	129.96
	
	73.94

	L Breeze (wk 16)
	24-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-79.78

	D Jenkins (wk 16)
	24-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-233.50

	L Breeze (wk 16 o/t & tax refund)
	24-Jul-23
	1890
	53.30
	
	-286.80

	D Jenkins (wk 16 o/t & alarm call out)
	24-Jul-23
	1891
	215.92
	
	-502.72

	L Breeze (wk 17)
	31-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-656.44

	D Jenkins (wk 17)
	31-Jul-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-810.16

	D Jenkins (wk 17 tax adj)
	31-Jul-23
	1892
	18.00
	
	-828.16

	HMRC (5 August)
	7-Aug-23
	1893
	860.56
	
	-1,688.72

	L Breeze (wk 18)
	7-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,842.44

	D Jenkins (wk 18)
	7-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,996.16

	L Breeze (wk 18 o/t)
	7-Aug-23
	1894
	151.52
	
	-2,147.68

	D Jenkins (wk 18 tax refund)
	7-Aug-23
	1895
	17.80
	
	-2,165.48

	Transfer from current
	3-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,858.04

	Transfer from current
	4-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	662.07
	-1,195.97

	Transfer from current
	6-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	32.65
	-1,163.32

	Transfer from current
	10-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-855.88

	Transfer from current
	12-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	65.59
	-790.29

	Transfer from current
	13-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	973.81
	183.52

	Transfer from current
	17-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	490.96

	Transfer from current
	19-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	139.66
	630.62

	Transfer from current
	20-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	129.96
	760.58

	Transfer from current
	24-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,068.02

	Transfer from current
	26-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	215.92
	1,283.94

	Transfer from current
	28-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	53.30
	1,337.24

	Transfer from current
	31-Jul-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,644.68

	L Breeze (wk 19)
	14-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,490.96

	D Jenkins (wk 19)
	14-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,337.24

	D Jenkins (wk 19 o/t)
	14-Aug-23
	1896
	122.92
	
	1,214.32

	L Breeze (wk 20)
	21-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,060.60

	D Jenkins (wk 20)
	21-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	906.88

	D Jenkins (wk 20 tax refund)
	21-Aug-23
	1897
	18.00
	
	888.88

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 040)
	21-Aug-23
	1898
	642.50
	
	246.38

	L Breeze (wk 21)
	28-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	92.66

	D Jenkins (wk 21)
	28-Aug-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-61.06

	D Jenkins (wk 21 o/t)
	29-Aug-23
	1899
	181.24
	
	-242.30

	L Breeze (wk 22)
	4-Sep-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-396.02

	D Jenkins (wk 22)
	4-Sep-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-549.74

	L Breeze (wk 22 o/t)
	4-Sep-23
	1900
	60.44
	
	-610.18

	D Jenkins (wk 22 o/t)
	4-Sep-23
	1901
	101.30
	
	-711.48


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (05/07/2023 > 06/09/2023)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Norton (antivirus - renewal) - BJ card (re-imb)
	4-Jul-23
	
	24.99
	
	136.39
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 
a) Dynamic Security Systems – for CCTV installation at the Memorial Gardens > £1,150 (+ VAT). Quotation document shared with Councillors on the 1st of August, and in view of the hoped-for timescales in getting the work done, comments requested by the 11/8 > proposal received full support of Councillors. The Clerk, Cllr Phil Penk and Cllr Richard Elias have met on site to look at options available regarding power and, a meeting arranged with SP Energy Networks for the 12th of September, to discuss the supply of energy to the camera units. The Community Council will be kept appraised of all developments.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
              30/06/2023

  45,524.62

             

Current Account
                 

 01/08/2023      
   
  10,677.07
Imprest Account
                

 01/08/2023    

      -711.48
Petty Cash Account
              

 06/09/2023
   
       136.39     









            £55,626.60
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Adams Emergency Plumbing (work as invoice)
	4-Jul-23
	0194
	190.80
	
	13,517.07

	Kim Moo Music (6 June)
	7-Jun-23
	
	
	24.00
	13,541.07

	Playgroup
	26-Jun-23
	
	
	110.00
	13,651.07

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 30/6)
	30-Jun-23
	S/O
	1,000.00
	
	12,651.07

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	17-Jul-23
	
	
	470.00
	13,121.07

	Gemini Blinds > new blinds in Bersham Room
	8-Aug-23
	0195
	240.00
	
	12,881.07

	PRS/PPL for Music (calc ann inc) 2023/24
	9-Aug-23
	0196
	137.71
	
	12,743.36

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (May) 
	3-Jul-23
	
	
	96.00
	12,839.36

	Aikido Class (June) 
	4-Jul-23
	
	
	18.00
	12,857.36

	Caia Park Partnership (June)
	7-Jul-23
	
	
	63.00
	12,920.36

	Paige Street Dance (July) 
	17-Jul-23
	
	
	36.00
	12,956.36

	Paige Street Dance (June)  
	18-Jul-23
	
	
	48.00
	13,004.36

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (June)
	21-Jul-23
	
	
	96.00
	13,100.36

	Playgroup
	25-Jul-23
	
	
	110.00
	13,210.36

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	14-Aug-23
	
	
	606.00
	13,816.36

	John Roberts (work - P Hall car park entrance)
	16-Aug-23
	0197
	1,170.00
	
	12,646.36


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Emma Davies (kids party)
	1-Jul-23
	3271
	
	36.00
	268.58
	

	Cat Coppell (deposit kids party 23/7)
	3-Jul-23
	3272
	
	10.00
	278.58
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	3-Jul-23
	
	
	62.85
	341.43
	

	Kim Moo Music
	4-Jul-23
	3273
	
	24.00
	365.43
	

	Tuesday Club
	4-Jul-23
	3274
	
	18.00
	383.43
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	4-Jul-23
	3275
	
	12.00
	395.43
	

	Nicola Griffiths (deposit kids party 3/9)
	6-Jul-23
	3276
	
	10.00
	405.43
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	7-Jul-23
	3277
	
	30.00
	435.43
	

	Sian Arkinstall (kids party - net chg > storm)
	8-Jul-23
	3278/9
	
	19.00
	454.43
	

	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	10-Jul-23
	
	29.79
	
	424.64
	

	Kim Moo Music
	11-Jul-23
	3280
	
	24.00
	448.64
	

	Tuesday Club
	11-Jul-23
	3281
	
	18.00
	466.64
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	11-Jul-23
	3282
	
	18.00
	484.64
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	14-Jul-23
	3283
	
	30.00
	514.64
	

	Mandy Roberts (Church bingo)
	14-Jul-23
	3284
	
	26.00
	540.64
	

	Misha Manrow (kids party)
	16-Jul-23
	3285
	
	29.00
	569.64
	

	Transfer to current 
	17-Jul-23
	
	
	
	99.64
	470.00

	Kim Moo Music
	18-Jul-23
	3286
	
	24.00
	123.64
	

	Tuesday Club
	18-Jul-23
	3287
	
	18.00
	141.64
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	18-Jul-23
	3288
	
	18.00
	159.64
	

	Maria Austin (kids party 13/8)
	20-Jul-23
	3289
	
	46.00
	205.64
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Fri)
	21-Jul-23
	3290
	
	18.00
	223.64
	

	G Acton/M Hughes (dep kids party 16/9)
	21-Jul-23
	3291
	
	20.00
	243.64
	

	Refund Mandy Roberts (overcharged 14/7)
	23-Jul-23
	3292
	
	-9.00
	234.64
	

	Streetdance (bingo)
	21-Jul-23
	3293
	
	17.00
	251.64
	

	Streetdance (disco - 4/8)
	21-Jul-23
	3294
	
	17.00
	268.64
	

	Items for Parish Hall (tea, coffee, milk etc)
	23-Jul-23
	
	16.78
	
	251.86
	

	Cat Coppell (kids party)
	23-Jul-23
	3295
	
	36.00
	287.86
	

	Tuesday Club
	25-Jul-23
	3296
	
	18.00
	305.86
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	25-Jul-23
	3297
	
	18.00
	323.86
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	28-Jul-23
	3298
	
	24.00
	347.86
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	31-Jul-23
	
	
	119.00
	466.86
	

	Kira Clutton (deposit kids party 1/10)
	31-Jul-23
	3299
	
	10.00
	476.86
	

	Kim Moo Music
	1-Aug-23
	3300
	
	24.00
	500.86
	

	Tuesday Club
	1-Aug-23
	3301
	
	18.00
	518.86
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	1-Aug-23
	3302
	
	18.00
	536.86
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	4-Aug-23
	3303
	
	24.00
	560.86
	

	Tuesday Club
	8-Aug-23
	3304
	
	18.00
	578.86
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	11-Aug-23
	3305
	
	30.00
	608.86
	

	Emily Greenhow (kids party)
	12-Aug-23
	3306
	
	36.00
	644.86
	

	Transfer to current 
	14-Aug-23
	
	
	
	38.86
	606.00

	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	14-Aug-23
	
	27.78
	
	11.08
	

	Lisa Plack (deposit kids party 24/9)
	15-Aug-23
	3307
	
	10.00
	21.08
	

	Tuesday Club
	15-Aug-23
	3308
	
	18.00
	39.08
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	15-Aug-23
	3309
	
	15.00
	54.08
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	18-Aug-23
	3310
	
	30.00
	84.08
	

	Tuesday Club
	22-Aug-23
	3311
	
	18.00
	102.08
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	22-Aug-23
	3312
	
	18.00
	120.08
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	25-Aug-23
	3313
	
	30.00
	150.08
	

	Tuesday Club
	29-Aug-23
	3314
	
	18.00
	168.08
	

	Katie Hannah (deposit kids party 28/10)
	29-Aug-23
	3315
	
	10.00
	178.08
	

	Rachel Clark (deposit kids party 4/11)
	31-Aug-23
	3316
	
	10.00
	188.08
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Sep-23
	3317
	
	30.00
	218.08
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	1-Sep-23
	
	
	105.65
	323.73
	

	Nicola Griffiths (kids party)
	3-Sep-23
	3318
	
	36.00
	359.73
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/08/2023

  12,646.36    

     


Petty Cash Account



06/09/2023
    
       359.73 











            £13,006.09

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
· At 7:00pm, with neither the Chair nor Vice Chair present, and following brief discussion, Cllr Mark Pritchard proposed that Cllr Phil Penk, last year Chair, step into the breach. Proposal unanimously approved and Cllr Penk proceeded to Chair the meeting.

Vice Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards did arrive at the meeting a little later and the Chair, Cllr Jean Kelly, around half way through > Cllr Kelly apologised for her late arrival and advised that this was due to an unavoidable family matter. 
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Sarah Love, Graham Blackmore & Nicci Davies-Williams
2. 
Chair’s announcements – none
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) SG Estates development: Cllr Pritchard advised that he was in regular contact with the developer and that he, and the WCBC planning department, would ensure that there was regular monitoring of adherence to all conditions. He did mention one delay, being in relation to the installation of a pedestrian crossing near to the Holy Trinity Church, in that a small portion of land owned by the Church was needed to enable the works to proceed. Cllr Pritchard has been in discussion with Father Dylan at the HTC, but is now awaiting further contact. The Clerk was instructed to write to Father Dylan, and if warranted, the Church authorities, to look at moving matters along. Action: Clerk.
ii) Linked to the above, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that work to the ‘pocket park’ footpath, along with the installation of three new bridges, was moving along. The Council is to be advised when all is in place.
iii) SG Estates development: Cllr Pritchard advised that he had been approached by the developer regarding the S106 condition stating that the erection of a new Community Hall was to be considered as part of the overall housing development. Cllr Pritchard has commenced discussion with the developer regarding a monetary commitment, towards the current Parish Hall, in exchange for agreeing to remove the said S106 condition. Following discussion, Cllr Pritchard was unanimously instructed by the Council to proceed with preliminary discussions regarding the proposal and to return to the Council for any offer to be suitably considered.
iv) Cllr Richard Elias asked Cllr Pritchard if he now had a timescale for the painting of white lines at the ‘upper’ entrance to the Parish Hall, this following-on from the recent widening of the said entrance. Cllr Pritchard advised that he had the matter in hand and that it should be sorted by month-end.
v) In addition to the above, Cllr Elias asked for timescales in arranging a ‘gate’ for the rear (green) fence to close off the opening created at Fete-time. Cllr Pritchard advised that he had been ‘let down’ by one possible sponsor, but that he had other possibilities for finance, which would enable the work to be done. He asked the Council to give him “one more week” to make firm arrangements. Cllr Elias asked that the green fence that was removed, be put back if Cllr Pritchard is unable to progress matters regarding a gate. It is very much hoped that a way forward will have been found ahead of the October meeting of the Council.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th July 2023 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 9th August & 6th September 2023. Cllr John Perkins shared the content of both meetings with the Council:


POLICE LIAISON MEETING  –  9th  AUGUST 2023 

Present: PCSO Laura Cooper, Sgt Kelly Lewis, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.  Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard   

Sgt Kelly Lewis: welcomed to the meeting and thanked for attending.

Offa NWP team: PC Lucia Pritchard, PC Chris Wadsworth, PCSO Laura Cooper, PCSO Gethin Thomas and PCSO Sara Williams (currently on maternity leave). Sgt Kelly advised that it was very much hoped to have the team up-to-numbers in the next couple of months – i.e 2 x PCs and 4 x PCSOs.

Police Surgery: both PCSO Laura and Sgt Kelly advised that it is planned to hold a local surgery, possibly, as in other communities, at the same time as the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard. NWP are to liaise with Cllr Pritchard.

ASB (1): having been visited by them a week or two earlier, the Clerk asked NWP to contact the residents of 1 Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen who have recently been the subject of some anti social behaviour – knocking doors, throwing eggs and stones at the property, generally unacceptable behaviour. PCSO Laura promised to make contact and further investigate the matter.

ASB (2): football ground > both officers confirmed that the football ground was still subject to regular PCSO visits, although youths not often seen in the stand of late.

ASB(3): Memorial Gardens > PCSO Laura confirmed that she, and her colleagues, regularly visit the Gardens. The Clerk advised that the Community Council are looking at a CCTV option to cover both Gardens.
‘Small’ motorbike: Cllr Graham Blackmore mentioned a small motorbike being driven along the path (former railway line) at recent weekends. Investigation ongoing.

POLICE LIAISON MEETING  –  6th  SEPTEMBER 2023 

Present :- PCSO Laura Cooper, PC Lucia Pritchard and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllrs Mark Pritchard, John Perkins and Graham Blackmore  

Town Inspector: the Clerk asked if a replacement Inspector was in place as the Community Council are no longer receiving daily updates. Officers advised that, whilst a temporary Inspector is currently in the role, a new, full-time Inspector is due to commence in the next few weeks. Not known if he/she will carry on with Insp Luke’s daily updates.

Shoplifting at the Co-Op, Rhostyllen: suspect believed known > investigations ongoing.
ASB as previously raised/discussed: all locations are fairly quiet and NWP continue to make regular visits to both the football ground and the Memorial Gardens.
Youth Club: the Clerk advised that the youth club at the Parish Hall was now held on a Monday evening. PCSO Laura advised that she would call-in to ‘say hello’ sometime in October.
MacMillan ‘tea/coffee’: the Clerk told both officers that a MacMillan ‘tea/coffee’ morning is being held at the Parish Hall on Thursday the 14th of September > will attend if duties allow.

Speeding issues: PC Lucia advised that it is not known, as yet, how the ‘blanket’ reduction of 30mph zones (barring those under consultation) to 20mph will affect any of the regular visits with a speed gun that NWP currently undertake. Discuss in more detail during Q4 Police Liaison meetings.
b) AONB – Cllr Mabyn Pickering, having recently attended a meeting at Cefn Mawr, summarised what was said regarding the possible creation of a new National Park centred on the current Dee Valley and Clwydian Range AONB. At present this is very much in the early stages, although Cllr Pickering did note that the Welsh Government are hoping for a decision, either way, within the next eighteen months – which is how long matters may take. Whilst only a small portion of the current AONB lies within Esclusham community, Cllr Pickering confirmed that she would update the Council should there be any further developments.
c) Parish Hall – Cllr Mark Pritchard, on behalf of the ‘Esclusham anti-battery group’, asked if a large banner could be placed along the front of the Parish Hall building. This he wished placed above the front door. However, during discussions, it is evident that other members have concerns regarding the Council appearing to publicly declare its support, or not, when a planning application will, in all likelihood, require commenting upon later in the year. Many Councillors expressed an opinion that, until a planning application is received, the Community Council should remain neutral in order to correctly consider any such application. Following a lively debate and a proposal by Cllr Nat Cargius that the Council will not agree to putting-up a banner on the Parish Hall frontage, but would, if asked, agree to having one along the pavement side of the front fence (outside the immediate Parish Hall environs) a vote was taken. Vote: for the proposal: 11 /against: 1. Cllr Mark Pritchard will advise accordingly.
d) Spring Road – Cllr Richard Elias asked Cllr Mark Pritchard if he was able to give a further update and whether there are timescales for getting the road resurfaced. Cllr Pritchard advised that he is very hopeful of making progress before the end of the year and will update the Council if/when any dates are known. Action: Clerk to diarise for mid-Q4 2023 to ask for an update from Cllr Pritchard.
e) EV chargers at the Parish Hall – Cllr Phil Penk advised that he is currently in discussion with Osprey for the possible installation of up to four rapid chargers at the Parish Hall. Outline figures and timelines shared by Cllr Penk although, at present, it is very early days in the proposal. The Council unanimously agreed that Cllr Penk look to proceed further with matters, with any firm developments being referred to the full Council for consideration. A further update is expected by November.
f) Active Travel scheme – upgrade to the Rhostyllen path and new bridge. Cllr Pritchard advised that tenders for carrying out the work are still awaited and he will update the Council further when firm details and timescales are known.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0409 – application for the “proposed development of fibre optic connection and hydrant connection” at Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 2nd of August, this being prior to the next meeting on the 11th of September, any comments asked for by the 31st of July.  Action taken: WCBC advised on the 31st of July that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted

P/2023/0503 – application for the “construction of a new access off a classified highway to create off road parking” at 70 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen. Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 17th of August, this being prior to the next meeting on the 11th of September, any comments asked for by the 16th of August.  Action taken: WCBC advised on the 16th of August that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted

P/2023/0447 - application for “continued use as storage/parking for scaffolding business (previously granted temporary permission under ref no P/2019/0949)” at Tyddyn Dedwydd, Frondeg, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 22nd of August, this being prior to the next meeting on the 11th of September, any comments asked for by the 18th of August.  Action taken: WCBC advised on the 21st of August that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted

P/2023/0453 – application for the “construction of roof over existing sheep handling system” at Plas yn Fron Farm, Plas yn Fron Farm Road, Bronwylfa, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses due by the 23rd of August, this being prior to the next meeting on the 11th of September, any comments asked for by the 21st of August.  Action taken: WCBC advised on the 21st of August that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2023/0485 – application for “advertisement consent for various non-illuminated signage” at the car park, Hafod Community woodland, Hafod, Ruabon. Already circulated and as responses due by the 3rd of September, this being prior to the next meeting on the 11th of September, any comments asked for by the 31st of August.  Action taken: WCBC advised on the 31st of August that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
Withdrawals
P/2021/0198 – application for “Listed Building consent for reconstruction of former cottages to create a holiday cottage” at Bunkers Hill Cottage, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham LL14 4HT. See letter: from CADW dated the 14th June 2023: “Notice under Section 2D of the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990/ Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest – 9 & 10 Bunkers Hill, Bersham (1720)” > “I am writing to notify you that the Welsh Ministers have removed the above building from the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest, on 14th June 2023.” Noted
P/2020/0294 – Section 78 appeal at Bersham Bank Colliery Tip, Plas Grono Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham > application for “variation of conditions 6 and 26 of planning permission P/2015/0337 – site working plan and vehicular movement restrictions.” WCBC Planning website states “APPWITHDRAWN”. Appeal Ref no with the Welsh Government Planning Inspectorate: AA/H6955/A/21/3273722 – status shown as ‘Case Closed’.  No reason stated. Noted
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2023/0175 – application for the “installation and operation of battery storage facility and ancillary development” on land to north of Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – ‘Flintshire and Wrexham Public Services Board Well-being Plan 2023>2028’. Document (28pp) together with covering e-mail forwarded to Councillors on the 11th July. Noted
b) Keep Wales Tidy – ‘Training and Contract Services survey for Town and Community Councils’. 
E-mail, containing a link to the survey, forwarded to Councillors on the 11th of July, asking for any observations/comments by the 21st of July. Noted 
c) OVW – ‘Climate Change and Nature Action Guide for Community and Town Councils’. Document (42pp), together with a covering e-mail, forwarded to Councillors on the 11th of July. Noted
d) WCBC – letter from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities, Ministry of Justice signed by Dehenna Davison MP and Damian Hinds MP, received via WCBC. E-mail, along with the attached, aforementioned, letter forwarded to members on the 13th July.  The Community Payback and Immediate Justice programmes to be delivered w.e.f. April 2024. Town and Community Councils are asked to consider proposals to put forward for the start date. Noted for the present although the matter may be re-visited in Q2 2024.
e) Cerebal Palsy Cymru – letter detailing some of the work that they carry out and, in addition, asking if ECC could consider making a financial donation for 2023/24. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to place the request in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting in March 2024. Action: Clerk.

f) WCBC – signed contract > ECC and WCBC re the provision of a School Holiday Playwork project for: 6 weeks > 4 days a week (Tuesday to Friday) > w/c 24th July to the 28th July inclusive. Councillors advised via e-mail on the 25th July that Playwork commenced. Noted
g) WCBC – proposed TROs:


i) Trinity Street, Rhostyllen


ii) Church Street, Rhostyllen


iii) Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen

Consultation end date - 18th of August. Site notice plans and a generic residents’ letter shared with Councillors via e-mail on the 25/7. Noted and Cllr Mark Pritchard advised that he is of the understanding that the road markings will be done soon.
h) Barbara Jones – invitation received on behalf of the Friends of Bellevue Park & Veterans and WCBC for representatives of ECC to attend a service of commemoration of the ‘Normandy campaigns 80 years on’. Copy of the e-mail invitation, containing full details, shared with Councillors. 
Following discussion the Clerk was instructed to advise that ECC Councillors would wish to be involved and look to re-visit in early 2024. Action: Clerk. 

i) WCBC – invitation for a representative, and guest, of ECC to attend the Mayor’s Charity Dinner Dance at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, Wrexham on Friday the 20th of October at 7:30pm. Proceeds from the event will go to the Mayor’s Charity Fund, which this year, is supporting Nightingale House Hospice, Guide Dogs Cymru and Wales Air Ambulance. Tickets are priced at £40.00 each, which includes a drink on arrival, a 4-course dinner with a complimentary glass of wine and a disco. The dress code for the evening will be dinner jacket or lounge suit. Following a brief discussion, and a proposal from Cllr Mark Pritchard, it was unanimously agreed that the Chair, Cllr Jean Kelly (plus 1) attend the event. Action: Clerk to arrange to purchase 2 x tickets and liaise with Cllr Kelly regarding menu choices. 
j) Caia Community Council – correspondence advising that Caia CC have passed a ‘Motion’ opposing the proposals/options put forward by the North Wales Fire and Rescue Authority to look at reducing costs. Copy of the e-mail dated the 25th of August shared with Councillors. Noted and supported
k) One Voice Wales – ‘Save the date’ > Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting to be held at the Royal Welsh Showground on Saturday the 30th of September. Cost/details of speakers available upon request via the Clerk. Noted
l) Wrexham Area Civic Society – letter and attachment detailing the Society’s programme of events for the coming year. Both shared with Councillors. As members, ECC Councillors are invited to attend any/all of the listed events > all confirm aware. Action: Clerk to liaise with the secretary regarding administrative matters mentioned in the said letter.
m) National Trust – letter from Huw Beech, Estate Manager, National Trust, Erddig Hall regarding the recent improvement work carried out to the access/egress from the Manor Farm public footpath onto the Wrexham Road. Copy shared with members. The final paragraph gives detail of work being carried out by the National Trust, in conjunction with SG Estates, regarding an improved cycle and footpath at the rear of the current development. Noted and a general discussion ensued regarding National Trust land and property – including the entrance onto the Manor Farm public footpath. Action: Clerk to be on diary to re-visit in early Q4 2023.
n) Peter Searle – various matters regarding recent works/improvements around Rhostyllen > e-mail received via the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard. Copy shared with Councillors. Action: Clerk to be on diary to further contact Mr Searle towards the end of October.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) The next RPHT meeting arranged for Monday, the 9th of October at 6:40pm
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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