ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 11th March 2024  
Present: Cllrs Jean Kelly, Graham Blackmore, Nat Cargius, Gemma Richards, Nicci Davies-Williams, 

Phil Penk, Mark Pritchard, Glen Bellamy, Mabyn Pickering, John Perkins, Darcy Davies-Williams 
& Val Morgan

Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, Claire Luckock & Sarah Love
PRELIMINARIES - None
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Jean Kelly > the  Chair and Vice Chair of Finance having given apologies – it was unanimously agreed for the Chair of ECC, Cllr Jean Kelly to step-in.
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Claire Luckock & Sarah Love
2.
Chair’s announcements –  None
3.
Declaration of interest – None
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 12th February 2024  – Unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items 
a) Budget for 2024/25 – further to the draft budget presented to the Council in December, a copy of the final version furnished to all Councillors. The only change being an increase of £1.7k on the ‘Playscheme’ (5.2) line, as detailed on the January minutes (correspondence - c), and, as the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, had asked that the total of the said budget remains the same, a figure of £1.7k was taken off the ‘General’ (10.4) line. A copy of the final budget for 2024/25 to be attaché to the signed copy of these minutes as an audit trail. Action: Clerk.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (07/02/2024 > 06/03/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Transfer from business savings 
	24-Jan-24
	
	
	9,000.00
	12,273.23

	Caia Park P Ltd - Y Club bowling trip (see stmt)
	1-Feb-24
	4854
	141.49
	
	12,131.74

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	2-Jan-24
	
	
	1,000.00
	13,131.74

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	2-Jan-24
	D/D
	81.25
	
	13,050.49

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,743.05

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Jan-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	12,553.95

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,246.51

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	115.96
	
	12,130.55

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	67.92
	
	12,062.63

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	11,755.19

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Nov/Dec)
	16-Jan-24
	D/D
	833.88
	
	10,921.31

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	912.04
	
	10,009.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	63.88
	
	9,945.39

	Transfer to Imprest
	22-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	9,637.95

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	104.93
	
	9,533.02

	BT
	24-Jan-24
	D/D
	88.45
	
	9,444.57

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	300.00
	
	9,144.57

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	88.11
	
	9,056.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	8,749.02

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Feb-24
	D/D
	81.25
	
	8,667.77

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	228.21
	
	8,439.56

	Hampshire Flag Co Ltd (replacement flags)
	12-Feb-24
	4855
	139.07
	
	8,300.49

	Viking (stationery)
	14-Feb-24
	4856
	120.61
	
	8,179.88

	Wales Audit - fee for 2021/22 (3 yearly full Audit)
	14-Feb-24
	4857
	718.00
	
	7,461.88

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	14-Feb-24
	4858
	212.65
	
	7,249.23

	Viking (cleaning items for P Hall) part of above
	14-Feb-24
	4859
	14.35
	
	7,234.88

	SLCC (Clerk membership 2024/25) 
	14-Feb-24
	4860
	238.00
	
	6,996.88

	Cheque destroyed (see 3/4 above)
	14-Feb-24
	[4762]
	-100.00
	
	7,096.88

	Viking (stationery)
	15-Feb-24
	4861
	76.13
	
	7,020.75

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	16-Feb-24
	4862
	149.76
	
	6,870.99

	Transfer from business savings 
	21-Feb-24
	
	
	7,000.00
	13,870.99

	Bryn Jones (February salary - inc back pay due)
	21-Feb-24
	4863
	2,921.54
	
	10,949.45

	Sentinel Env Consultancy - asbestos report PH
	21-Feb-24
	4864
	360.00
	
	10,589.45

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (6m em light check)
	23-Feb-24
	4865
	72.00
	
	10,517.45

	WCBC - Q3 (2023/24) school crossing patrol
	26-Feb-24
	4866
	1,499.75
	
	9,017.70

	WCBC (replace damaged cradle and flat swings)
	27-Feb-24
	4867
	183.20
	
	8,834.50


Imprest Account (07/02/2024 > 06/03/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 44 o/t)
	5-Feb-24
	1955
	125.66
	
	-1,365.23

	Transfer from current
	2-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,057.79

	Transfer from current
	8-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-750.35

	Transfer from current
	9-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	115.96
	-634.39

	Transfer from current
	12-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	67.92
	-566.47

	Transfer from current
	15-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-259.03

	Transfer from current
	17-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	912.04
	653.01

	Transfer from current
	19-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	63.88
	716.89

	Transfer from current
	22-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,024.33

	Transfer from current
	23-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	104.93
	1,129.26

	Transfer from current
	25-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	300.00
	1,429.26

	Transfer from current
	26-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	88.11
	1,517.37

	Transfer from current
	29-Jan-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,824.81

	Transfer from current
	1-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	228.21
	2,053.02

	HMRC (5 Feb)
	12-Feb-24
	1956
	777.31
	
	1,275.71

	L Breeze (wk 45)
	12-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,121.99

	D Jenkins (wk 45)
	12-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	968.27

	D Jenkins (wk 45 o/t & tax refund)
	12-Feb-24
	1957
	80.89
	
	887.38

	L Breeze (wk 46)
	19-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	733.66

	D Jenkins (wk 46)
	19-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	579.94

	D Jenkins (wk 46 o/t)
	19-Feb-24
	1958
	132.65
	
	447.29

	L Breeze (wk 47)
	26-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	293.57

	D Jenkins (wk 47)
	26-Feb-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	139.85

	L Breeze (wk 47 o/t) 
	26-Feb-24
	1959
	90.85
	
	49.00

	D Jenkins (wk 47 o/t & tax refund)
	26-Feb-24
	1960
	58.03
	
	-9.03

	L Breeze (wk 48)
	4-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-177.17

	D Jenkins (wk 48)
	4-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-345.31

	L Breeze (wk 48 o/t)
	4-Mar-24
	1961
	181.68
	
	-526.99

	D Jenkins (wk 48 o/t & Emergency call out)
	4-Mar-24
	1962
	94.96
	
	-621.95


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (07/02/2024 > 06/03/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Chocolates - gifts > party attendees > via Clerk
	5-Feb-24
	
	163.50
	
	129.49
	

	ALCC (Clerk membership) 2024/25 - via BJ
	27-Feb-24
	
	50.00
	
	79.49
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations  - None
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book     









      
     £
      

Business Instant Access Account 
              29/12/2024 

21,094.78
             

Current Account
                 

01/02//2024      
   
  8,834.50
Imprest Account
                

01/02/2024    
 
    -621.95
Petty Cash Account
              

06/03/2024

       79.49
      









          £29,386.82









Please note: Imprest account NOT overdrawn > book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	22-Jan-24
	
	
	330.00
	16,079.86

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	2-Jan-24
	S/O
	1,000.00
	
	15,079.86

	Playgroup
	25-Jan-24
	
	
	110.00
	15,189.86

	Paige Street Dance (Jan)  
	26-Jan-24
	
	
	48.00
	15,237.86

	Aikido Class (Jan) 
	26-Jan-24
	
	
	18.00
	15,255.86

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Dec) 
	1-Feb-24
	
	
	72.00
	15,327.86

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	19-Feb-24
	
	
	815.00
	16,142.86

	Garden Gaffer (remove hedge etc round P.H.)
	23-Feb-24
	0202
	675.00
	
	15,467.86


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Biscuits for the Parish Hall 'tea room'
	5-Feb-24
	
	57.98
	
	604.71
	

	Kim Moo Music
	6-Feb-24
	3456
	
	24.00
	628.71
	

	Zoe Williams (deposit kids party 25/8)
	6-Feb-24
	3457
	
	10.00
	638.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	6-Feb-24
	3458
	
	18.00
	656.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	6-Feb-24
	3459
	
	18.00
	674.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	7-Feb-24
	3460
	
	18.00
	692.71
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	9-Feb-24
	3461
	
	30.00
	722.71
	

	Angharad Maxwell (deposit kids party 2/3)
	12-Feb-24
	3462
	
	10.00
	732.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	13-Feb-24
	3463
	
	18.00
	750.71
	

	Snooker Group
	13-Feb-24
	3464
	
	10.00
	760.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	13-Feb-24
	3465
	
	18.00
	778.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	14-Feb-24
	3466
	
	18.00
	796.71
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	16-Feb-24
	3467
	
	30.00
	826.71
	

	Rhian Steele (kids party)
	17-Feb-24
	3468
	
	40.00
	866.71
	

	Transfer to current
	19-Feb-24
	
	
	
	51.71
	815.00

	Kim Moo Music
	20-Feb-24
	3469
	
	24.00
	75.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	20-Feb-24
	3470
	
	18.00
	93.71
	

	Snooker Group
	20-Feb-24
	3471
	
	10.00
	103.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	21-Feb-24
	3472
	
	18.00
	121.71
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	23-Feb-24
	3473
	
	30.00
	151.71
	

	Anna Olejniczak (deposit kids party 20/4)
	25-Feb-24
	3474
	
	20.00
	171.71
	

	Laura Gillam (kids party)
	25-Feb-24
	3475
	
	46.00
	217.71
	

	Daniel Taylor (kids party 7/4)
	26-Feb-24
	3476
	
	46.00
	263.71
	

	Kim Moo Music
	27-Feb-24
	3477
	
	24.00
	287.71
	

	Tuesday Club
	27-Feb-24
	3478
	
	18.00
	305.71
	

	Snooker Group
	27-Feb-24
	3479
	
	10.00
	315.71
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	27-Feb-24
	3480
	
	18.00
	333.71
	

	Indoor Bowls
	28-Feb-24
	3481
	
	18.00
	351.71
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	29-Feb-24
	
	
	165.85
	517.56
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Mar-24
	3482
	
	30.00
	547.56
	

	Angharad Maxwell (Event at Parish Hall)
	2-Mar-24
	3483
	
	67.00
	614.56
	

	Mizzelli Lock (deposit kids party 4/5
	2-Mar-24
	3484
	
	10.00
	624.56
	

	Nia Parry (deposit kids party 18/8)
	3-Mar-24
	3485
	
	10.00
	634.56
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/02/2024

15,467.86  

     


Petty Cash Account



06/03/2024
    
      634.56
         









                        £16,102.42















10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Jean Kelly
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Claire Luckock & Sarah Love

2. 
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Kelly advised that the ‘period of agreed absence’ for Cllr Sarah Love, had now expired, but that due to the very sad development earlier this year, the reason for absence required updating. It is believed that Cllr Love is hoping to retain her membership of the Community Council, and the Chair asked if Councillors would agree to a further extension of absence, pending her return. The Council are certainly sympathetic to the situation and, following discussion, it was unanimously agreed to a further 3 month’s ‘agreed absence’ and members supported Cllr Nat Cargius’ proposal that a further 3 months be granted if Cllr Love had not returned by the June meeting. Cllr Kelly thanked the Council for the support. The Clerk will annotate the Council record book accordingly.
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard (who gave apologies for his late arrival):
i) Cllr Pritchard advised that the expected monies from SG Estates, as discussed at the January meeting and touched upon in February, had still not been received. A promised e-mail that the developer was to send to the Community Council, and which was mentioned by Cllr Pritchard at the last meeting, had not been received by the Clerk. Cllr Pritchard asked the Council to leave it to him to discuss further with the developer this month, and he will update accordingly in April.
ii) Further to being asked by Clr Graham Blackmore, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that he, and WCBC, officers would re-visit the request for grant information from Rhostyllen FC, and ensure that the Community Council, via the Clerk, would be made aware of a correspondence audit trail. Action: Clerk to be on diary to monitor for receipt.
iii) No developments re the three bridges since the February meeting. Cllr Pritchard apologised to the Council for the timescales previously given to him by the stakeholders > they are now looking at getting all in place by late Q2.
iv) Cllr Pritchard informed the Council that the previously mooted bridge over Station Road linking the, to be, upgraded path on either side would not now happen, as there is a legal clause regarding an emergency access onto Wilkinson Drive from Station Road, which necessitates the plans having to be re-visited. Another consultation will take place in the coming months. The Community Council will, no doubt, be asked for a further opinion.
4. 
Declaration of interest – None
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 12th February 2024 - Unanimously ratified 
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting – apologies received from NWP as unable to attend due to urgent operational requirements.

b) Parish Hall – Centenary Celebrations. Unfortunately the Chair of the sub-committee (Task & Finish Group) Cllr Claire Luckock has given apologies. Other Councillors, and the Clerk, who had attended the initial meeting confirmed to the Council that plans are progressing, albeit beingvery early days, and it is hoped that a fuller feedback can be given in April.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0653- application (amended plans) re the “variation of condition 2 of planning permission P/2007/0686 (plot substitution 83-116)” on land at Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated, along with a covering e-mail from the Clerk, on the 14th February. This application came before the Community Council at the 13th November 2023 meeting – please see the minutes for fuller details. The updated Design Statement now contains a ‘Green Infrastructure Statement’. Any additional comments on the amended application requested by the 21st February. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 21/2 that ECC do not have any additional comments to make regarding the amended application. Noted
P/2024/0081- application for a “single storey rear extension and conversion of garage (in retrospect)” at Bryn Kered, 23 Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated – responses by the 12/3. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk.
P/2024/0078 – application for a “two storey side extension” at Tegfan, Smithy Lane, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Already circulated – responses by the 15/3. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk. 
Withdrawals

None

Reports/Appeals/Other
P/2023/0699 - for the "erection of modular nursery classroom and creation of car park" on land at The Bungalow, Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. ECC commented as follows (minutes 11/23):

I write to advise that Esclusham Community Council have no objections to the above application although the Council would ask that, prior to commencing building, the ground level be lowered to avoid the possibility of car park users over-looking neighbouring properties.

Correspondence received from WCBC furnishing/advising:

i) Revised plan. Forwarded to Councillors on the 29/2. Boundary treatment shown thereon – generally 2.4m high mesh fencing.
ii) Response from the agent regarding the ECC comments, above: “Not sure how we can drop the car park anymore than we are doing, we are at the levels of the pavement at the entrance side of the car park to tie into the public road, and then it drops down in a gradient towards the new unit (see levels on the drawing). Forwarded to Councillors on the 29/2.

*See determinations, below. Noted
Determinations
P/2023/0699 – application for the “erection of modular nursery classroom and creation of car park” at The Bungalow, Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2021/0199 – application for the “erection of detached dwelling” at the former Bunkers Hill Cottages, Berse Lane, Bersham, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
Additional Planning matter

P/2024/0015 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 23” on land at National Trust, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. See minutes of meeting 2/24.

Further to what was said at the aforementioned meeting, and having subsequently spoken with Jon Brewin, the WCBC Arboricultural Officer, the Clerk furnished Councillors with a brief note along with copies of:

i) The relevant page of the planning application etailing the precise ‘Description of Works’.

ii) Appx A (p16) of the Tree Survey conducted by Shields Arboricuiltural Consultancy on behalf of the National Trust at Erddig.

The Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard also explained further to members that ONLY the work detailed on the planning application, as (i) above, was being considered at present. 

Following discussion the Community Council instructed the Clerk to advise WCBC that ECC unanimously support the planning application, although wishing to ensure that the Arboricultural Officer be in attendance when the work is carried out > the Clerk confirmed that Jon Brewin had advised over the phone that he planned to be in attendance. Action – Clerk advise as above.
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Eisteddfod Wrecsam 2025 –letter from the Chair and committee of the 2025 National Eisteddfod of Wales, which is due to come to Wrexham in 2025.Copy shared with Councillors. The letter asks if ECC could consider supporting “our local fundraising efforts in the Esclusham area. If you’d like more information, we’re happy to come and present to the Council at your next meeting and to answer any questions you may have about the Eisteddfod and our work locally.” Noted and following discussion, the Council are looking to re-visit when more is known about the 2025 Eisteddfod – local location etc).
b) Marie Curie – ‘Great Daffodil Appeal 2024’. E-mail giving some detail as to the work carried out by Marie Curie Nurses and asking if the Community Council could consider making a donation to the annual Great Daffodil Appeal. Councillors instructed the Clerk to place the paperwork in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting of March 2024. Action: Clerk
c) Esclusham Bowling Club – letter thanking the Community Council for the £2k payment, previously received from WCBC, which was allocated to assist with green maintenance for 2023 > being scarifying, Autumn & Spring renovation, top dressing, seeding, green cutting, spiking and fertilizing. The Council is also advised on the current membership numbers, which is now just under 100. 
As in recent years, a request is made that the Community Council considers awarding this annual payment once again for 2024/25.Letter shared with members. As in recent years, the aforementioned figure has already been allowed for in the draft budget for 2024/25 under ‘Community Facilities’ (10.2). As previous, the Clerk would suggest that payment be made in two tranches > April & October. Noted
d) UK Government/OVW – information on the ‘Free Portrait of His Majesty the King for Community, Town and City Councils in Wales’. E-mail, containing a link to the scheme forwarded to Councillors for information on the 19/2. Closing date for applications: 28th of March 2024. Following discussion, the Clerk was asked to order a copy for the Community Council. Action: Clerk
e) WCBC – e-mail thanking Community Councils for having taken part in the ‘Consultation for the Council Plan 2023-28’ and containing links to the ‘Feedback Report’ (61pp) and the final ‘Council Plan 2023-28’(30pp). Missive, along with a brief covering note, forwarded to Councillors on the 15/2.

Noted
f) Lightsource bp – correspondence advising that, following an early engagement in summer 2023 for the Plas Power Solar & Energy Storage Project at land on Ruthin Road, to the west of Coedpoeth, they are now launching a statutory consultation. The proposed development is for: “The construction and operation and maintenance of a solar photovoltaic electricity generating station, a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), inverters, transformers, cabling, substations, access tracks, landscaping, ecological enhancement areas and associated ancillary development”. Copy of e-mail shared with Councillors. Lightsource bp are now undertaking a statutory consultation process that is required for Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order (DNSPWO) 2016. As a statutory consultee, they are required to consult with the Community Council under DNSPWO and have attached a copy of Schedule 1 statutory notice under Article 8 and 9(2) to inform of the consultation. Copy of the said schedule shared with Councillors. Lightsource bp also furnish their latest newsletter giving a project update and details of the consultation. Copy shared with Councillors. Consultation ends on the 9th of April. 
A number of consultation events are being held with one at the Parish Hall on the 14th of March (2:30pm > 6:30pm) – others as per the newsletter (page 1). Councillors advised/reminded of the drop-in event on the 26/2.

Full details of the consultation events, the full draft planning application and how to give your feedback available on their website: lightsourcebp.com/uk/project/plas-power.

Lightsource bp look forward to discussing the project further with local Community Councillors at the forthcoming drop-in events.

Noted and, following discussion, all reminded to introduce themselves as Councillors when attending. Matter will appear on the April agenda for further discussion regarding the proposal and possible Community Benefits. 
g) ALCC - renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership at £50.00 for ALCC (Association of Local Council Clerks). As membership previously authorised, year-on-year, by the Council: Payment made on the 27/2.  Membership to continue for 2024/25 – as from the 22/3. Noted
h) Family Friends – letter detailing the work done in helping vulnerable, disadvantaged families and their children living in the Wrexham County Borough and asking if the Community Council could consider financial assistance. Councillors instructed the Clerk to place the paperwork in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting of March 2024. Action: Clerk
i) Ian Bancroft, Returning Officer, WCBC – letter confirming the booking of the Parish Hall as a polling station for elections to take place on Thursday the 2nd of May. The Clerk has responded confirming that all in order and completed the ‘booking details’ form therewith – caretaker Debbie Jenkins will be in attendance. Regular Thursday users have been advised of the Parish Hall’s unavailability on the 2nd of May. Noted 
j) Bruno Peake CVO OBE OPR, Pageantmaster, D-Day 80 – e-mail giving information on the availability of a ‘D-Day 80 Flag of Peace’ > 5’ x 3’ flag costing £28.80 (inc VAT, post and packaging). Following discussion with the Chair of Finance, a flag has been purchased for ECC and the content of Bruno Peake’s e-mail shared with Councillors on the 26/2. Noted
k) WCBC – e-mail and attachments from Alwyn Jones, Chief Officer, Social Care, WCBC containing information and messages regarding WCBC’s fostering and Champion Fostering models. Attachments: Foster Wales Wrexham – Financial Fact Sheet / Champion Foster Carer Flyer/ Foster Wales Wrexham Information Book. All items forwarded to Councillors on the 27/2. Noted
l) Barbara Jones (Friends of Belle Vue Park/Normandy Veterans): D-Day 80 commemorations - 
e-mail received giving updated details of the plans for a proposed service and parade in Wrexham on the 6th of June. ECC are asked to furnish any details known regarding Normandy veterans living within the Esclusham community. E-mail forwarded to Councillors on the 27/2 asking if they know of any Normandy veterans within the community. No details received from Councillors.
In addition, the Clerk has asked Barbara Jones that any invitations for members of the Community Council to attend the commemorations on the 6th of June, are, initially, to be received via the Clerk. In the fullness of time, a decision will need to be taken with regard to which Councillors are to represent ECC. For now – await the formal invitation. Noted and the Clerk is to liaise closely with Barbara Jones regarding EC presence at the aforementioned event. Action: Clerk
m) Welsh Government – ‘Request for Nominations for the King’s New Year Honours 2025’. Copy of e-mail shared with Councillors. No names received - Noted.

n) Calon FM – letter  containing much information on the amount of work they have done around Wrexham and  asking if ECC could consider a donation towards their target of raising £26k, which will keep the station on air for 2 years Councillors instructed the Clerk to place the paperwork in the S137 file for consideration at the bespoke meeting of March 2024. Action: Clerk.
o) Pete Searle  - further to an e-mail sent to the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, regarding road crossings (amongst other WCBC related items) Copy shared with Councillors. Mr Searle attended the meeting and, having been invited to do so by the Chair, said a few words in support of his request. Mr Searle asked if the Community Council would support his proposal for a, possible, developer-funded (temporary) pedestrian crossing by the bus stop opposite the entrance to the Esless Estate. Following discussion, with comment and contribution from a number of Councillors, it was unanimously agreed to instruct the Clerk to make initial enquiries to the proposal. Cllr Mark Pritchard did suggest that, initially, the Community Council approach WCBC regarding the siting, and possible cost, of the aforementioned crossing. Action: Clerk

9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) The allotment behind the Parish Hall has been hired out to local resident, Stephen Winter, for £40 per annum, paid to the Community Gardens Association, on a year-on-year basis (April > March). In view of the substantial damage to the surrounding fence, allied to a proposed cost of repair and/or replacement, the Community Council discussed the option of not renting out the allotment after the expiry of the current year’s rental on the 31st of March. Following discussion, the Community Council unanimously instructed the Clerk to inform the CGA, and the current allotment holder, that the said plot was not available for hire after the 31st of March 2024. Action: Clerk
b) Section 137 > meeting arranged for 7:00pm on Monday the 25th March, Action: Clerk to be on diary to send out the agenda w/c 18th March.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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