ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 10th June 2024 
Present: Cllrs Jean Kelly, Mark Pritchard, Phil Penk, Nat Cargius, Claire Luckock, Val Morgan, John Perkins, Richard Elias, Gemma Richards & Sarah Love
Apologies: Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering & Glen Bellamy
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering & Glen Bellamy 
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Elias advised the Council that it is his intention to end his tenure as a Community Councillor at year-end and, if the members are agreeable, would be willing to continue in the Chair of Finance role for the next six months or so. At Cllr Elias’ behest, the Clerk read out a letter that had been handed to him at the start of the meeting. The Council unanimously agreed that Cllr Elias continue in the Chair of Finance position, and as a Community Councillor, until year-end. A number of Councillors expressed their thanks to Cllr Elias for the time and commitment that he had displayed over his lengthy tenure as a Community Councillor > “will be much missed”.

Action: the Clerk is to be on diary for the November meeting to commence procedures for advertising for a replacement Community Councillor following Cllr Elias’ departure on the 31st of December. 


Cllr Elias then asked for the meeting to go into ‘Part 2’ and all non-Councillors present left the room.

Whilst discussion took place under ‘Part 2’, Cllr Elias wished it noted that it is very disappointing that it has taken over 10 years to achieve a, not-totally satisfactory outcome, to the proposed resurfacing of Spring Road. However, all hope that the matter can now progress as agreed.


Members of the public re-entered the Council Chamber.

3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th May 2024  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (08/05/2024 > 05/06/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Esclusham Bowling Club (tranche 1) > 11/3 mins
	29-Apr-24
	4898
	1,000.00
	
	9,338.62

	RPHT (Q Man fee for 31/3)
	2-Apr-24
	
	
	1,000.00
	10,338.62

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	2-Apr-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	10,251.87

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	9,915.59

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	15.00
	
	9,900.59

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Apr-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	9,711.49

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	351.28
	
	9,360.21

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	1,856.24
	
	7,503.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	157.83
	
	7,346.14

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	7,009.86

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Feb/Mar)
	16-Apr-24
	D/D
	756.36
	
	6,253.50

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	390.00
	
	5,863.50

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	91.77
	
	5,771.73

	Transfer to Imprest
	22-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	5,435.45

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	124.24
	
	5,311.21

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	161.89
	
	5,149.32

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	4,813.04

	Transfer to Imprest
	30-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	116.62
	
	4,696.42

	ICO registration (renewal)
	1-May-24
	D/D
	35.00
	
	4,661.42

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-May-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	4,574.67

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	10-May-24
	4899
	149.76
	
	4,424.91

	Viking (stationery)
	10-May-24
	4900
	79.10
	
	4,345.81

	Transfer from business savings 
	13-May-24
	
	
	10,000.00
	14,345.81

	Bryn Jones (May salary)
	14-May-24
	4901
	1,932.20
	
	12,413.61

	Wxm Miners Proj (90th Ann Gresford disaster)
	4-Jun-24
	4902
	150.00
	
	12,263.61

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	4-Jun-24
	4903
	149.76
	
	12,113.85


Imprest Account (08/05/2024 > 05/06/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 5 o/t inc Election > WCBC pay)
	7-May-24
	1985
	256.32
	
	-2,763.49

	Transfer from current
	2-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-2,427.21

	Transfer from current
	4-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	15.00
	-2,412.21

	Transfer from current
	8-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	351.28
	-2,060.93

	Transfer from current
	9-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,856.24
	-204.69

	Transfer from current
	11-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	157.83
	-46.86

	Transfer from current
	15-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	289.42

	Transfer from current
	16-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	390.00
	679.42

	Transfer from current
	19-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	91.77
	771.19

	Transfer from current
	22-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,107.47

	Transfer from current
	24-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	124.24
	1,231.71

	Transfer from current
	25-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	161.89
	1,393.60

	Transfer from current
	29-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,729.88

	Transfer from current
	30-Apr-24
	Auto tfr
	
	116.62
	1,846.50

	HMRC (5 May)
	10-May-24
	1983
	874.83
	
	971.67

	L Breeze (wk6)
	13-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	803.53

	D Jenkins (wk6)
	13-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	635.39

	L Breeze (wk6 o/t & tax refund)
	13-May-24
	1986
	61.41
	
	573.98

	D Jenkins (w/end call out & tax refund)
	13-May-24
	1987
	53.44
	
	520.54

	L Breeze (wk7)
	20-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	352.40

	D Jenkins (wk7)
	20-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	184.26

	L Breeze (wk7 tax refund)
	20-May-24
	1989
	15.00
	
	169.26

	D Jenkins (wk7 tax refund)
	20-May-24
	1988
	14.80
	
	154.46

	L Breeze (wk8)
	28-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-13.68

	D Jenkins (wk8)
	28-May-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-181.82

	L Breeze (wk8 tax refund)
	28-May-24
	1990
	7.20
	
	-189.02

	D Jenkins (wk8 tax refund)
	28-May-24
	1991
	15.00
	
	-204.02

	L Breeze (wk9)
	3-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-372.16

	D Jenkins (wk9)
	3-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-540.30

	D Jenkins (wk9 o/t - inc 2 previous weeks)
	4-Jun-24
	1992
	183.31
	
	-723.61

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 91) HTC
	4-Jun-24
	1993
	390.00
	
	-1,113.61

	Transfer to cash
	4-Jun-24
	1994
	200.00
	
	-1,313.61


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (08/05/2024 > 05/06/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2024
	
	
	
	
	71.34
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	4-Jun-24
	
	
	200.00
	271.34
	

	Norton (antivirus - renewal) - BJ card (re-imb)
	4-Jun-24
	
	79.99
	
	191.35
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations – none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
             10/05/2024 

  25,675.03
             

Current Account
                 

01/05/2024      
   
  12,113.85
Imprest Account
                

01/05/2024    
 
  -1,313.61
Petty Cash Account
              

05/05/2024

       191.35
      









            £36,666.62

As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	22-Apr-24
	
	
	637.00
	13,822.44

	Esclusham CC (Q Man fee for 31/12)
	2-Apr-24
	
	1,000.00
	
	12,822.44

	Kim Moo Music (2/4)
	2-Apr-24
	
	
	24.00
	12,846.44

	Aikido Class (Mar) 
	2-Apr-24
	
	
	72.00
	12,918.44

	Caia Park Partnership (Mar)
	17-Apr-24
	
	
	84.00
	13,002.44

	Playgroup
	25-Apr-24
	
	
	110.00
	13,112.44

	Welsh Gov/Senedd re Ken Skates AS surgery
	30-Apr-24
	
	
	21.00
	13,133.44

	Paige Street Dance (Apr)  
	30-Apr-24
	
	
	36.00
	13,169.44

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	13-May-24
	
	
	545.00
	13,714.44


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Mizzelli Lock (Kids party)
	4-May-24
	3534
	
	43.00
	428.21
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	7-May-24
	
	
	45.00
	473.21
	

	Kim Moo Music
	7-May-24
	3535
	
	24.00
	497.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-May-24
	3536
	
	18.00
	515.21
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	7-May-24
	3537
	
	18.00
	533.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	10-May-24
	3538
	
	30.00
	563.21
	

	Kim Brierley (kids party)
	11-May-24
	3539
	
	36.00
	599.21
	

	Transfer to current
	13-May-24
	
	
	
	54.21
	545.00

	Kim Moo Music
	14-May-24
	3540
	
	24.00
	78.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-May-24
	3541
	
	18.00
	96.21
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	14-May-24
	3542
	
	18.00
	114.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	17-May-24
	3543
	
	30.00
	144.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	20-May-24
	3544
	
	18.00
	162.21
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	20-May-24
	3545
	
	12.00
	174.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	24-May-24
	3546
	
	30.00
	204.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-May-24
	3547
	
	18.00
	222.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	31-May-24
	3548
	
	30.00
	252.21
	

	Emily Pritchard (kids party)
	2-Jun-24
	3549
	
	36.00
	288.21
	

	Kim Moo Music
	4-Jun-24
	3550
	
	24.00
	312.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	4-Jun-24
	3551
	
	18.00
	330.21
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	4-Jun-24
	3552
	
	12.00
	342.21
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	5-Jun-24
	
	
	84.93
	427.14
	

	Biscuits > Parish Hall 'drop-in cafe' (via DJ)
	5-Jun-24
	
	26.99
	
	400.15
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	7-Jun-24
	3554
	
	30.00
	430.15
	

	Jem Cooper (kids party)
	8-Jun-24
	3555
	
	45.00
	475.15
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              01/05/2024
       
13,714.44
     


Petty Cash Account



 05/06/2024
    
     475.15 *   
         










          £14,189.59

*corrected from agenda (+£75.00)
10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Mabyn Pickering & Glen Bellamy
2. 
Chair’s announcements – Further to Cllr Elias’ announcement: “Thank you Richard – will be sad to see you go”.
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Following-on from what said earlier, Cllr Pritchard wished to place on record his appreciation for the work done on behalf of the local community by Cllr Elias during his time on the Council > “you’ll be greatly missed, Richard”. 
ii) Cllr Pritchard advised that the awaited works on the Wrexham Road, being the Church Street lights and the pedestrian crossing by the Holy Trinity Church, have commenced. Once ‘signed-off’, phase 1 of the development would, in the main, be complete as, it is Cllr Pritchard’s understanding that only two houses remain unsold. The Community Council will, it is expected, be advised when phase 2 is to commence. Councillors reminded that this would entail substantial work on the roundabout near the Co-Op store on Wrexham Road.
ii) Linked to the above, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that two of the previously mentioned bridges on the National Trust/SG Estates development, should be in place by the end of the summer. Unfortunately, it is understood that the third bridge will require planning permission. The Community Council are to be kept updated of any developments.
iii) Grass cutting > park area. On being asked by Cllr Val Morgan, Cllr Pritchard advised that WCBC have cut back on grass cutting, and, ideally, each community/area is due to have eight cuts a year. Currently the Local Authority are “catching-up” on cutting grass in some areas. Of special concern to Cllr Morgan is the children’s play-area at Rhostyllen. Councillors will monitor the situation over the summer months.
iv) Further to the above, Cllr Pritchard advised that ‘roadside gulley cleaning’ is generally undertaken once a year in each community by WCBC.
v) Cllr Pritchard gave a brief update on the Active Travel scheme, being the recently upgraded disused railway line path in Rhostyllen. He also advised that there are still some minor works outstanding, It is understood that finance for the next phase has been applied for, and the Council is to be kept appraised of any developments.
vi) Whilst it appears to have taken longer than expected, Cllr Pritchard advised that work regarding the extra modular building for Ysgol Rhostyllen is expected to commence soon.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the AGM of Monday 13th May 2024 - unanimously ratified
6. 
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 13th May 2024 – unanimously ratified
7.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 5th June 2024 > Cllr John Perkins:
Present :- PCSO Sara Williams, Cllr John Perkins and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.

Apologies received from Cllr Graham Blackmore
Offa Team: an updated list of officers and their contact details has been received and this will be shared with Councillors as well as being placed on the ECC noticeboards (NWP ‘Town’ section), before the summer holidays.
Motor Bikes: The Clerk asked if NWP had been made aware of any further issues with regard to motor bikes being ridden on the disused railway path. Sara was not aware of any, but believes that there have been some recent issues with bikes racing through Rhostyllen from/towards Wrexham.

Motor Bikes (2): No recent issues re bikes being ridden on Bersham Bank.

Memorial Gardens: Not aware of any further issues.

Football Ground stand: Not aware of any recent issues.

ASB: Sara mentioned a neighbourly dispute that had, apparently, turned nasty > NWP dealing.
Esclusham Fete: NWP are already aware of the date (22/6) and Sara confirms that there will be police presence on the day. The Clerk will contact NWP after the planned Fete meeting on the 17th of June.
At Council meeting: Cllr Nat Cargius mentioned that an armed robbery had recently taken place at the filling station at Croesfoel. NWP are investigating.
b) Further to May minutes: ‘Extension of temporary closure of Esclusham Below footpaths 9 & 10’. Cllr Mark Pritchard gave a brief update: Further to the Clerk’s e-mail on the 14th of May, he had spoken with WCBC Officer, Sean Hanratty, as the Community Council do not support the request for a further extension with regard to the said footpaths. The Community Council’s objections have been noted, but it is understood that an extension will, in all probability, be granted by Welsh Ministers. 
c) Cllr John Perkins asked if the Council would agree to the re-invigoration of the Memorial Gardens sub-committee, to enable options for ‘sprucing-up’ the statues to be looked at over the summer months. As previously noted, there is substantial weathering to some parts, The Council unanimously ratified that Cllrs John Perkins, Richard Elias and Graham Blackmore, together with the Clerk, look at what can be done in July and August. The terms of reference are as mentioned. The full Council will be kept updated of any developments.
d) Esclusham Fete – Cllr Claire Luckock gave an update to the Council as to the plans for Fete Day on the 22nd of June. Briefly:
i) The Fete will open at noon, with a few words from the WCBC Mayor, followed by a concert by the Ysgol Rhostylen Choir.



ii) As it is the centenary of the Parish Hall, the Fete will feature ‘special’ events – see below.
iii) Acts include a ‘Dog and Pony show’, the usual ‘Annual Dog show’, a ‘welly throwing’ competition along with a funfair, a myriad of stalls, both outside and inside the Parish Hall, and a number of food and drink outlets.


iv) Two stewards will be on site.

v) In addition to the toilet facilities inside the Parish Hall, additional ‘portaloos’ will be located by the Fete field.

vi) Additional bins have been arranged to ensure that the recent Welsh Government legislation regarding recycling is adhered-to.



vii) The Parish Hall car park is to be strictly monitored.


viii) At 3:00pm, the musical acts are to commence, culminating in a 7:00pm finish.
ix) A bespoke ‘souvenir’ programme is to be produced for this year’s Fete, linking-in with the Parish Hall’s centenary.


e) Parish Hall 100 years – Cllr Claire Luckock gave an update to the Council. Briefly:
i) As mentioned above the 2024 Esclusham Fete will include elements to celebrate the centenary of the Parish Hall.

ii) A display will be erected in a corner of the Parish Hall, exhibiting photographs received from residents and inviting comments (memories) from attendees.

iii) The ‘souvenir’ programme mentioned above will also include a small number of photos.



iv) Ysgol Rhostylen choir are to open the Fete.

It is hoped that residents will engage with the Parish Hall centenary celebrations on Fete day.


Further events are planned for August, to include:



i) Tree planting



ii) Possible restoration of the roof finial and the Parish Hall clock – being looked at
ACTION PLAN – the Clerk advises that, it is very much hoped, that all outstanding matters will be dealt with by the end of August. 
8. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
None
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2024/0162 – application for the “installation of streetworks telecommunication of 20M M-range V2 pole with 6 no antennas, 1 no transmission dish, 3 no equipment cabinets and ancillary development” on land of Wrexham Road, Rhosllanechrugog, Johnstown, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
9.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Bronwylfa WI – “thank you” re S137 award. Noted The Clerk shared content with the Council.
b) WCBC – ‘Application for Grant of a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 > Asda Express, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen LL14 4EJ’. Copy of letter shared with Councillors > all reminded of when Community Councils, and individual Councillors, can make representations – as per the letter. Closing date: 10th June 2024. Action: Clerk advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application, but would suggest that a CTV system be installed thereat.

c) Bryn Jones (Clerk ECC) – formal letter to the Community Council advising of ‘intention to retire’ at the end of 2024 and, as required in a contract, signed in April 2013, giving 6 months notice. Exact end-date to be agreed by the Community Council. A copy given to each Councillor. Discussion ensued and the content of the Clerk’s letter noted > end-date to be the 31st of December 2024. The Clerk agreed to work the odd day beyond this date to assist with a smooth handover. A proposed timetable will be shared with Councillors at the July meeting. Action: Clerk.
d) Wales Air Ambulance - “thank you” re S137 award. Noted The Clerk shared content with the Council.

e) Esclusham Mothers Union – “thank you” re S137 award. Noted  The Clerk shared content with the Council.
f) Julie Meredith (local resident) > points raised following attendance at the May meeting: to facilitate discussion on the following:

i) Spring Road – resurfacing. E-mail received shared with Councillors. Briefly, this contained comment regarding the Community Council’s decision to accept a Community Benefit from SG Estates towards the cost of resurfacing Spring Road, when it was the writer’s understanding that the property owners, including the Local Authority housing department, had some responsibility for doing so. It is accepted, however, that this is somewhat of a ‘grey area’ and Ms Meredith’s missive was intended to spark further debate. The writer was present at the meeting and requested to clarify what said in the e-mail. Discussion ensued, mainly being between Cllr Mark Pritchard and herself, whereby some difference of opinion was evident. For the present, all comments are noted. However, all involved in the discussions appear to agree that the resurfacing of Spring Road can but benefit the village. 
ii) Young people of Esclusham - observation following-on from discussion regarding recent (minor) issues at the Memorial Gardens, which were, of course, preceded by previous complaints received re noise/stone throwing/climbing on statues. The installation of CCTV appears to have improved matters. The writer asked if the Community Council would be willing to consider establishing areas where young people could gather to meet each other > although all accept that any such space would have to be somewhere where other residents would not be upset/annoyed. A brief discussion ensued, with the writer also invited to say a few words, A Youth Club is held at the Parish Hall every Monday evening, and all agree that it will be difficult to please everyone on this matter. In the immediate, however, Cllr Mark Pritchard has arranged to meet Cllr Val Morgan to discuss suitable locations for benches between Station Road and the park.
iii) Parish Hall 100 years > n/a as this was discussed at Members Items (e), above.

g) WCBC (Ian Bancroft, Returning Officer)– letter confirming the booking of the Parish Hall as a polling station for elections to take place on Thursday the 4th of July. The Clerk has responded confirming that all in order and completed the ‘booking details’ form therewith – caretaker Debbie Jenkins will be in attendance. Regular Thursday users have been advised of the Parish Hall’s unavailability on the 4th of July. Noted
h) Ken Skates AS/MS (Cabinet Secretary for North Wales and Transport) – letter addressed to Town and Community Councils regarding the Welsh Government’s listening programme on 20mph. Copy shared with Councillors. Discussion ensued regarding the Content of the Minister’s letter and also, once again, the Welsh Government’s initial decision on the 20mph limits. All, Councillors, residents et al; are invited to write to their Local Authority to make suggestion/give feedback on specific roads and limits. Councillors hope that, at any future review, WCBC also invite formal comment from Town and Community Councils. For the present: Noted
i) WCBC – re: Mayor’s Civic Visit to St Giles Parish Church on Sunday the 23rd June at 11:00am. Copy shared with Councillors. Two representatives of ECC are invited to attend. Action required: Nomination asked for by the 14th of June. In past years, when able, the Chair has represented the Community Council at this event. Following discussion: Cllr Gemma Richard (ECC Chair) plus one to attend. Action: Clerk to advise WCBC.
Prior to item 10: Local resident, Julie Meredith, had asked to speak to the Council on some local matters, including correspondence item (f).  She did, however, take part in discussions on points mentioned, as detailed above.
In addition:

i) Ms Meredith.now a much-valued member of the FRPHT, took the opportunity to briefly update the Community Council as to plans for the ex-allotment area behind the Parish Hall. Cllr Val Morgan also said a few words.
10.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Audit Wales: completed Annual Return for 2022/23. Copy shared with Councillors. Page 4 contains the ‘Auditor General’s report and audit opinion. Esclusham Community Council has been issued with a qualified audit report > ”Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

i) has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

ii) that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

iii) is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

iv) that the council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification: “Assertion 3: the Council did not obtain written notification that members did not wish to claim allowances for 2022/23.” The Clerk advised that this matter will appear on one of the next agendas to ensure that the Community Council fully comply for the current year. Action: Clerk to be on diary to include on the July or September agenda.
A ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ is to be displayed for a minimum of 14 days. 
b) Formal approval of the Accounts for 2023/24 following the Internal Audit. A copy of the ‘Conclusion’ sheet dated the 2nd of June 2024, completed by JDH Business Services Ltd, shared with members together with a copy of the Action Plan attached thereto (see below). The ‘Annual Return for the Year ended the 31st of March 2024’ requires completion and signing. This is to be submitted to Audit Wales, along with any requested documentation, in July.  ACTION TAKEN: Chair & Clerk signed where indicated to confirm that the Annual Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement have been approved by Council. 

c) Issues raised by the Internal Audit 2023/24 – The Clerk confirmed that it is hoped to resolve all items raised by the end of July, and will share the completed responses/follow-up actions with Councillors at the September meeting. Action: Clerk
CHAIR_________________________________________________

DATED_________________________________________________
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