ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 9th December 2024 
Present: Cllrs Gemma Richards, John Perkins, Jean Kelly, Val Morgan, Mark Pritchard, Nat Cargius, Graham Blackmore & Mabyn Pickering
Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, Claire Luckock, Sarah Love, Nicci Davies-Williams, Darcy Davies-Williams & Glen Bellamy
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Gemma Richards
As both the Chair and Vice Chair of Finance have given apologies, the Chair of ECC, Cllr Gemma Richards, was unanimously asked to chair the Finance section as well.
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Claire Luckock, Sarah Love, Nicci Davies-Williams, Darcy Davies-Williams & Glen Bellamy
2.
Chair’s announcements – none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th November 2024  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  
a) ECC draft Budget forecast for 2025/26 – the Chair of Finance and the Clerk will share this with the Council at the January meeting. Action: Clerk place on the January agenda. 
b) Precept 2025/26: the Clerk advised that the annual letter giving the current tax base has not yet been received from WCBC, and without this figure various scenarios as shown on previous years’ December agendas cannot be calculated. The Clerk discussed this matter with the Chair of Finance ahead of the meeting and a decision taken to move this item onto the January agenda. Clerk confirms done. Action: Clerk place on the January agenda.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (06/11/2024 > 04/12/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	The Music Place - Stagg AS105 speaker (via PP) 
	30-Oct-24
	4945
	230.00
	
	12,862.16

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	207.25
	
	12,654.91

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	7-Oct-24
	D/D
	174.00
	
	12,480.91

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	12,144.63

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	351.28
	
	11,793.35

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Aug/Sept) 
	15-Oct-24
	D/D
	110.10
	
	11,683.25

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	993.10
	
	10,690.15

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	10,353.87

	Transfer to Imprest
	22-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	277.26
	
	10,076.61

	SSE (street lighting Nov/Dec 2023)
	23-Oct-24
	D/D
	2,899.23
	
	7,177.38

	SSE (street lighting Jan/Feb & Sept 2024)
	24-Oct-24
	D/D
	3,733.66
	
	3,443.72

	BT
	25-Oct-24
	D/D
	103.10
	
	3,340.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	3,004.34

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	480.22
	
	2,524.12

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Nov-24
	D/D
	86.75
	
	2,437.37

	Ladies Thursday Gp (lost cheque from 15/4/24) 
	8-Nov-24
	[4885]
	-150.00
	
	2,587.37

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	11-Nov-24
	4946
	149.76
	
	2,437.61

	Viking (stationery) 
	11-Nov-24
	4947
	151.58
	
	2,286.03

	Transfer from business savings 
	12-Nov-24
	
	
	7,000.00
	9,286.03

	As 31/10 above - Bank requested updated auth
	12-Nov-24
	info only
	
	
	9,286.03

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	15-Nov-24
	4948
	76.90
	
	9,209.13

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (Christmas lights PH)
	15-Nov-24
	4949
	144.00
	
	9,065.13

	Viking (stationery - ink for new colour printer)
	20-Nov-24
	4950
	75.62
	
	8,989.51

	WCBC - Q1 (2024/25) school crossing patrol
	20-Nov-24
	4951
	1,485.00
	
	7,504.51

	Bushra Ali (re lantern workshop - Christmas)
	22-Nov-24
	4953
	350.00
	
	7,154.51

	Bryn Jones (November salary - inc back pay)
	25-Nov-24
	4952
	2,490.08
	
	4,664.43

	Transfer from business savings 
	25-Nov-24
	
	
	5,000.00
	9,664.43

	Viking (new Cannon colour printer/copier)
	26-Nov-24
	4954
	148.80
	
	9,515.63

	Viking (stationery - inc 1st & 2nd class stamps)
	27-Nov-24
	4955
	168.96
	
	9,346.67

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	28-Nov-24
	4956
	149.76
	
	9,196.91

	Transfer from business savings 
	4-Dec-24
	
	
	2,000.00
	11,196.91


Imprest Account (06/11/2024 > 04/12/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 31 tax refund)
	4-Nov-24
	2036
	
	15.00
	
	-1,017.12

	Transfer from current
	2-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	207.25
	-809.87

	Transfer from current
	7-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	336.28
	-473.59

	Transfer from current
	14-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	351.28
	-122.31

	Transfer from current
	15-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	993.10
	870.79

	Transfer from current
	21-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	336.28
	1,207.07

	Transfer from current
	22-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	277.26
	1,484.33

	Transfer from current
	28-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	336.28
	1,820.61

	Transfer from current
	29-Oct-24
	Auto tfr
	
	
	480.22
	2,300.83

	HMRC (5 Nov)
	8-Nov-24
	2037
	
	1168.76
	
	1,132.07

	L Breeze (wk 32)
	11-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	963.93

	D Jenkins (wk 32)
	11-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	795.79

	L Breeze (wk 32 o/t - extra weekdays)
	11-Nov-24
	2038
	
	82.63
	
	713.16

	D Jenkins (wk 32 o/t - w/end/extra weekdays)
	11-Nov-24
	2039
	
	182.81
	
	530.35

	L Breeze (wk 33)
	18-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	362.21

	D Jenkins (wk 33)
	18-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	194.07

	D Jenkins (wk 33 tax refund)
	18-Nov-24
	2040
	
	15.00
	
	179.07

	L Breeze (wk 33 o/t - extra weekdays)
	18-Nov-24
	2041
	
	92.10
	
	86.97

	Transfer to cash
	18-Nov-24
	2042
	
	140.00
	
	-53.03

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 144)
	18-Nov-24
	2043
	
	520.00
	
	-573.03

	L Breeze (wk 34)
	25-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	-741.17

	D Jenkins (wk 34)
	25-Nov-24
	S/O
	
	168.14
	
	-909.31

	L Breeze (wk 34 o/t - holiday cover)
	25-Nov-24
	2044
	
	240.67
	
	-1,149.98

	D Jenkins (wk 34 tax refund)
	25-Nov-24
	2045
	
	15.00
	
	-1,164.98

	Transfer to cash 
	28-Nov-24
	2046
	
	160.00
	
	-1,324.98

	L Breeze (wk 35)
	2-Dec-24
	S/O
	
	177.10
	
	-1,502.08

	D Jenkins (wk 35)
	2-Dec-24
	S/O
	
	177.10
	
	-1,679.18

	L Breeze (wk 35 o/t - extra weekdays)
	2-Dec-24
	2047
	
	97.90
	
	-1,777.08

	D Jenkins (wk 35 o/t - extra weekdays/tiles)
	2-Dec-24
	2048
	
	97.90
	
	-1,874.98


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (06/11/2024 > 04/12/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Royal Britsh Legion - wreath (paid via Clerk)
	23-Oct-24
	
	40.00
	
	190.05
	

	Katy Thomas (bugler - Rem Sunday) 
	11-Nov-24
	
	40.00
	
	150.05
	

	Remembrance Sunday refreshments (via DJ)
	11-Nov-24
	
	44.56
	
	105.49
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	18-Nov-24
	
	
	140.00
	245.49
	

	WCBC - TEN Senior Citizens Party (via Clerk)
	21-Nov-24
	
	21.00
	
	224.49
	

	Chocolates - Selection boxes (gift for scouts) 
	25-Nov-24
	
	45.00
	
	179.49
	

	Chocolates - various (gift for party attendees)
	25-Nov-24
	
	89.70
	
	89.79
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	26-Nov-24
	
	
	160.00
	249.79
	

	Chocolates - various (gift for party attendees)
	26-Nov-24
	
	60.75
	
	189.04
	

	Chocolates - various (gift for party attendees)
	26-Nov-24
	
	26.42
	
	162.62
	


Re the Current Account: the Clerk gave further information regarding the ‘delayed’ SSE invoices and explained what had happened via a ‘file note’, a copy of which, for audit purposes, is being attached to the ‘master copy’ (signed version) of these minutes. Action: Clerk. Councillors > Noted
8. 
Invoices/Quotations -
a) Insurance ECC > Policy in the name of Esclusham Community Council and Fete Committee
For 2024/25: HISCOX annual premium of £3,476.69, with IPT of £417.20 and a broker’s Administration Fee of £50.00 giving a total figure of £3,943.89.  For the current year, 2023/24, the full amount, paid last December, was £3,122.24, The Broker, Gallagher recommends renewal with Hiscox Insurance Company Ltd. In addition, the Clerk advised that the binding, three year, long term agreement with Hiscox expires this month although an option is available to renew for a further 3 years. The Clerk shared details of the ‘Long Term Agreement Option’ with Councillors. Following discussion, the Council unanimously decided to renew the policy with Hiscox for a further 12 months and to take-up a further Long Term Agreement with Hiscox at the figure of £3,943.89. Action: Clerk to arrange for a cheque for £3,943.89 to be sent to the Broker by the 10th of December. Action: Clerk to advise the Broker that ECC wish to take-up a fresh L.T.A. with Hiscox as detailed above.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book - £

                     

Business Instant Access Account 
             30/09/2024 
  
 43,730.78        

Current Account
                 

01/11/2024      
   
 11,196.91
Imprest Account
                

01/11/2024    
 
 -1,874.98 
Petty Cash Account
              

04/12/2024

      162.62 
      









            £53,215.33

As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Gemini Blinds (new blinds for kitchen)
	24-Oct-24
	0217
	204.00
	
	13,687.72

	Caia Park Partnership (September)
	11-Oct-24
	
	
	84.00
	13,771.72

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	25-Oct-24
	
	
	396.00
	14,167.72

	Playgroup
	25-Oct-24
	
	
	110.00
	14,277.72

	Paige Street Dance (October)  
	25-Oct-24
	
	
	48.00
	14,325.72

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (October) 
	30-Oct-24
	
	
	120.00
	14,445.72

	Aikido Class (October) 
	1-Nov-24
	
	
	72.00
	14,517.72

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	25-Nov-24
	
	
	285.00
	14,802.72


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Nov-24
	3636
	
	30.00
	436.19
	

	Tuesday Club
	5-Nov-24
	3637
	
	18.00
	454.19
	

	Snooker Group
	5-Nov-24
	3638
	
	10.00
	464.19
	

	Emma Jones (deposit kids party 7/12)
	5-Nov-24
	3639
	
	10.00
	474.19
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	5-Nov-24
	3640
	
	12.00
	486.19
	

	Indoor Bowls
	6-Nov-24
	3641
	
	18.00
	504.19
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	8-Nov-24
	3643
	
	30.00
	534.19
	

	Tea towels & Trivets for P Hall (via DJ)
	11-Nov-24
	
	13.65
	
	520.54
	

	Biscuits > Parish Hall 'drop-in cafe' (via DJ)
	11-Nov-24
	
	28.41
	
	492.13
	

	Chloe Edwards (deposit kids party 8/12)
	11-Nov-24
	3642
	
	25.00
	517.13
	

	Tuesday Club
	12-Nov-24
	3644
	
	18.00
	535.13
	

	Snooker Group
	12-Nov-24
	3645
	
	10.00
	545.13
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	12-Nov-24
	3646
	
	15.00
	560.13
	

	Indoor Bowls
	13-Nov-24
	3647
	
	18.00
	578.13
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	15-Nov-24
	3648
	
	30.00
	608.13
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Fri)
	22-Nov-24
	3649
	
	12.00
	620.13
	

	Mandy Roberts (Church bingo)
	22-Nov-24
	3650
	
	17.00
	637.13
	

	Mandy Roberts (deposit Church bingo 4/4)
	22-Nov-24
	3651
	
	10.00
	647.13
	

	Mandy Roberts (deposit Ch bingo - 21/11)
	22-Nov-24
	3652
	
	10.00
	657.13
	

	Transfer to current 
	25-Nov-24
	
	
	
	372.13
	285.00

	Dettol Antibacterial Mould/Mildew remover
	25-Nov-24
	
	3.50
	
	368.63
	

	Brittany Carter (deposit kids party 11/1)
	25-Nov-24
	3653
	
	20.00
	388.63
	

	Tuesday Club
	26-Nov-24
	3654
	
	18.00
	406.63
	

	Snooker Group
	26-Nov-24
	3655
	
	10.00
	416.63
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	26-Nov-24
	3656
	
	12.00
	428.63
	

	Indoor Bowls
	27-Nov-24
	3657
	
	18.00
	446.63
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	29-Nov-24
	3658
	
	30.00
	476.63
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
               01/11/2024
         
    14,802.72
     


Petty Cash Account



  04/12/2024
    
         476.63

  £15,279.35

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Richard Elias Claire Luckock, Sarah Love, Nicci Davies-Williams, Darcy Davies-Williams & Glen Bellamy
2. 
Chair’s announcements – noted that a number of Councillors are absent due to Santa’s visit
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) Cllr Pritchard advised that work on the bus stop at the Church Street/Wrexham Road lights would be completed soon – awaiting final power connection.
ii) Located a little further along Wrexham Road, Cllr Pritchard advised that the Church authorities had still not completed transferring a small sliver of land from the HTC car park entrance to WCBC, to enable the pedestrian crossing to be fully completed. Expected to be done soon.
iii) Cllr Pritchard is given to understand that all properties constructed under ‘phase 1’ of the building work along Wrexham Road have now been sold and ‘phase 2’ has commenced. The Council unanimously agreed that Cllr Pritchard be given authority to begin discussions with the developer regarding possible ‘Community Gain’, as previously discussed.
iv) Also associated with ‘phase 2’ of the building development is the previously agreed S106 payment to Ysgol Rhostyllen, although this is not imminent. 

v) Councillors have noticed that work has commenced on ‘the Bungalow’ site and, when complete Cllr Pritchard believes that this will be a “big benefit” to Ysgol Rhostyllen. The Community Council will be kept updated as to timescales for completion.

vi) Cllr Pritchard instructed to obtain costings for undertaking further clearance work along the (rear) side of the Parish Hall. It is to be established by the Clerk, Cllr Pritchard and WCBC as to who will be responsible for what percentage of the final cost. For the present, costings are being obtained.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th November 2024 - unanimously ratified
6. 
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 4th December 2024 > Cllr Graham Blackmore: 

Present :- Sgt Sarah Hughes-Jones, PCSO Megan Dickinson,  Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllr Mark Pritchard.

Introductions > followed by......

Speeding along Bersham Road:

This being the main topic on the agenda > especially in view of concerns mentioned, once again, at the ECC November meeting and last month’s police liaison meeting.

Firstly, both Councilors present, and the Clerk, stated how pleasing it was to have a senior officer, Sgt Sarah Hughes-Jones attend the meeting, unprompted by the Community Council, although what was said at the November police liaison meeting may have impacted  NWP to look at taking additional pro-active options.

Monitoring: in addition to a promise of continued ad-hoc appearance by local officers, NWP have asked WCBC to install sensors (similar to traffic monitoring bands) on the Bersham Road for, ideally a number of weeks. The data gathered will assist officers in arranging regular visits by Go-Safe – it is hoped.

The Clerk advised that a similar exercise had been carried out a few years ago where no further action appeared to have been taken. The Sergeant advised that as NWP have asked WCBC to take the above action, they will be furnished with all the information at the end of the exercise.

It is hoped that the figures show a need for regular Go-Safe attendance.
Record keeping WCBC/NWP: the Clerk mentioned that the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, had checked with WCBC and the most recent ‘incidents’ do not appear on a Local Authority database. The Sergeant did not appear to be aware of this Local Authority database and will look to speak with WCBC and Cllr Pritchard direct. Noted – but see below.
Local College: we are assured that local officers have attended and spoken with, it is presumed, staff and students. Noted – perhaps ask for a re-visit in Q1

The bulk of the meeting was taken up with discussions on the above topic and both ECC Councillors present, along with the Clerk, will look to stay close to what proposed and promised by NWP

Other: Cllr Graham Blackmore mentioned a badly damaged vehicle, possibly abandoned in the short term, parked near the Co-Op > both officers will visit the area post-meeting.

At the Council meeting: in the main due to what was said under ‘record keeping’ above, Cllr Pritchard asked the Clerk to enquire if Sgt Hughes-Jones can attend the January police liaison meeting, whereupon he will also ensure that his diary allows him to attend. Action: Clerk
b) Further to a request for updates regarding various matters eminating from the recent improvements along Spring Road, from Cllr Richard Elias, Cllr Mark Pritchard advised:

i) The Clerk was instructed to ask WCBC if they are able to share details of the total cost of the recent works on Spring Road. Action: Clerk

ii) Cllr Pritchard confirmed that WCBC have now adopted Spring Road. 
iii) Cllr Pritchard also advised that WCBC are currently looking at the ownership situation of the surrounding area (footway etc) prior to advising which department will be responsible for the costs in installing the new streetlight on the pathway off Spring Road and behind the scout hut. The Community Council will, it is hoped, be advised at the January meeting.
c) ‘Allotment site’ behind the Parish Hall – Cllr Val Morgan shared the FRPHT plans for HY1 2025 with the Community Council. Unfortunately, Cllr Morgan only had one copy of the somewhat lengthy document that has been drawn-up, having been unable to forward a copy to the Clerk ahead of the meeting. Prior to Cllr Morgan sharing the content of the file note with the Council, the Clerk asked if she could forward him a copy for the file, post-meeting. Cllr Morgan will arrange to do so. Action: Cllr Val Morgan.
The reading of the document by Cllr Morgan took some considerable time and the full content will not be repeated here. However, once a copy is received from Cllr Morgan, this will be retained in the ‘correspondence file’ for December 2024, along with other documentation mentioned in these minutes. 
Certainly, much thought has been given to the proposal, most of which was unanimously supported by those Councillors present. 

However, the following proposals met with resistance from the Community Council:

i) Whilst the Council has previously been advised that the concrete panelled garage does not contain asbestos, and the FRPHT are prepared to obtain a professional report confirming this, it became evident from discussions that Councillors would not be happy with a garage of the size and material proposed, being permanently located on the allotment site. A wooden shed would be the preferred option. 
ii) Cllr Mark Pritchard also expressed his objection to the proposed fencing being, as stated on the proposal, of “concrete posts, gravel boards and close boards to the height of 1.2m”. This concern was supported by a number of Councillors. Cllr Pritchard is of the opinion that any replacement fencing should be made of metal, in line with the existing ‘green fence’ along the rear of the Parish Hall car park. Following further discussion on this particular matter, Cllr Nat Cargius proposed that, in the first instance, the FRPHT obtain a quote for installing a bespoke metal fence around the site. This proposed course of action was unanimously supported (Cllr Morgan did not partake in the vote).

Other matters contained within the proposal document also discussed upon, but the above two appear to be a sticking point to matters progressing. Cllr Morgan will speak further with the Clerk should the matter require placing on the January agenda.
d) West Grove payment. Further to enquiry from Cllr Val Morgan, Cllr Pritchard confirmed that he would, once again, chase WCBC regarding this matter, which he has previously been assured would be undertaken. Action: Cllr Mark Pritchard
e) Station Road: Cllr Val Morgan asked Cllr Mark Pritchard if there are any developments regarding the previously mooted installing of benches. Cllr Pritchard confirmed what was previously said in that WCBC are looking at options, but, in view of perceived negative feedback from residents, the location may have to be reconsidered. 
f) Missing ‘finial’ (focal point) off the Parish Hall roof as minutes May 2024. Cllr Val Morgan asked if there are any developments. Following brief discussion, Cllr Pritchard will arrange top take the previous, damaged, finial away and will look at options for making repair. Action: Cllr Mark Pritchard
g) Linked to the above – possible installation of a clock on the Parish Hall roof as per minutes May 2024.The Clerk mentioned that the cost may be prohibitive unless funds received. The Council are still keen to arrange and will re-visit in HY1 2025, when the weather is milder. Action: Clerk place on diary for March to re-visit options.
Action Plan: Cllr Mabyn Pickering asked if the Clerk could, once again, endeavour to see if any developments can be made regarding the field off the Croesfoel roundabout. Action: Clerk
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/1350 – application for the “formation of vehicular access” at 74 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AD. Aleady circulated, and, as responses requested by the 30th of November, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 27th of November. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 27/11 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2024/1435 – application for a “single storey side and rear extensions” at 51 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AB. Already circulated, and, as responses requested by the 2nd of December, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for by the 27th of November. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 27/11 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2024/1567 – application for the “change of use of land and buildings from SU1 generis (car dealership) to class B8/SU1 generis (builders merchant) including outside display and storage racking and erection of 1 no building” at Dickens Garage, Croesfoel Industrial Estate, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4EJ. Already circulated – comments requested by the 11th December. The Council instructed the Clerk to advise WCBC that ECC have some concerns regarding this application, noting specifically: increase in traffic, longer queue at junction with the A5152, noise levels, opening hours and site access. Action: Clerk.
P/2024/1594 – application for “advertisement consent for 1 sign (illuminated)” at Car Dealers, Wrexham Road. Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4EJ. Already circulated – comments requested by the 16th December. The Clerk instructed to request an extension for comments from the 16th of December to the 23rd of December. Action: Clerk. Concerns mentioned by Councillors – noted.
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2024/1354 – application for a “single storey side and rear extension” at Caerleon, Eldon Grove, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4BS. Granted with conditions.  Noted

P/2024/0059 – application for a “two storey rear extension” at Legacy Cottage, Bronwylfa Road, Legacy, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4HY. Granted with conditions. Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC- Playcheme: ‘Rhostyllen Report 2024/25. Report forwarded to Councillors on the 13th November, along with a covering e-mail from the Clerk. Noted > high numbers very pleasing
b) WCBC – Playscheme:  letter from Gareth Stacey, WCBC Assistant Team Lead – Play & Youth, regarding ‘Funding for Staffed Play Provision in 2025/26’. Letter shared with members.
ii) For 2025/26, the Local Authority, are, once again, encouraging the take-up of two hour long play sessions and are also looking at regular all year round delivery, although provision during the school holidays is also available. All details contained in the said letter and the Clerk suggested that members may wish to look at options and perhaps request, once again, a bespoke SLA, similar to recent years. Copy of the relevant section of the December 2023 minutes shared with the Council as a reminder of what was requested, and ultimately agreed for 2024/25 (this year). Action: Clerk instructed to request figures for the following scenarios:

i) 3 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday (as this year) 


ii) 3 hours per day x 3 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday 


iii) 2 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6w summer holiday 
c) Ron Bailey – Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign: November update. Copy of e-mail shared with Councillors on the 13th November. Noted
d) Ron Bailey – Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign: further to the above, details of a webinair session for Lithium-ion battery campaign supporters, being run by Electrical Safety First > 9:30am on Wednesday the 11th December. Copy of the e-mail shared with Councillors. Noted
e) Lloyds Bank – advising that the Community Council’s Treasurers’ Account (current account) is being changed to a “new Community Account which is designed for not-for-profit organisations such as clubs, societies or associations with an annual turnover of less than £250,000 a year. Copy of the Bank’s letter shared with Councillors.  Lloyds Bank Community Accounts have a £4,25 per month Maintenance Fee. Noted > no further action at present. Action: Clerk to diarise to re-visit in June.
f) Urdd Gobaith Cymru - information on the Urdd’s Fund for All appeal. Copy of the letter shared with Councillors. Noted
g) WCBC – response from Sean Hanratty to the Community Council’s comments on the “Public Path Diversion Order’ discussed at the November meeting – correspondence (f).Copy of e-mail exchange shared with Councillors. Noted
h) Welsh Government (via OVW) – reminder regarding a, possible, return due regarding Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC). Copy of the email and attachments shared with Councillors. 
Information gleaned from the HSE website indicates that “RAAC is a lightweight form of precast concrete, commonly used in buildings in the UK between the mid-1960s and the mid-1980s – it is mainly found in roofs, although occasionally in floors and walls”. Council advised – the Parish Hall was built in the 1920s and the side extension some 20 years ago. For the present the Council have: Noted - although the Clerk will look to complete the furnished table for information only. Action: Clerk
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Audit Wales: completed Annual Return for 2023/24. Copy shared with Councillors. Page 4 contains the ‘Auditor General’s report and audit opinion. Esclusham Community Council has been issued with an UNQUALIFIED audit opinion. Please see the following comment:
On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

i) has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

ii) that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

iii) is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

iv) that the council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

‘Other matters and recommendations’, “I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council >

“Analytical Review: an explanation for total other receipts was provided, however, the explanation was not sufficiently detailed. We recommend that the Council provide a more detailed explanation for significant variances in future audits – there are no other matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention”. Clerk noted and a copy of ‘page 4’ along with the relevant page of the 9th of December minutes to be placed on diary for April 2025 as a reminder. Action: Clerk.  

A ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ is to be publicly displayed for a minimum of 14 days. 
b) Clerk – procedures for a replacement. The Clerk was to have shared a copy of a proposed job advert, which will require ratification by the Council, but, unfortunately due to a combination of events, this will now be done at the January meeting. A number of unavoidable delays may mean the starting date of the new Clerk being moved to a little later in 2025. 

The current Clerk has previously confirmed that the 28th of February leaving date can, should the Council wish, be flexible, especially if the newly chosen individual cannot start on the 1st of March, or if no applicant is considered suitable. In addition, a handover period has been agreed for ‘Month 1’.
 A fuller discussion is to take place at the January meeting. 
CHAIR_________________________________________________                                        
DATED_________________________________________________
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