ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 9th May 2022  
Present: Cllrs Mark Pritchard, Nat Cargius, Graham Blackmore, Val Morgan, Jean Kelly, Vic Davies, 
Sarah Love, Phil Penk & Darcy Davies-Williams
Apologies: Cllrs John Perkins, Richard Elias & Nicola Davies-Williams
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: Present PC Chris Wadsworth & PCSO Ryan Williams

Chris went through the Police Update for April:

In the main, there was little of concern:
i) Whilst there were a number of ‘events’ reported during the month, only one was of note/concern: an off-road motor bike was found abandoned and was recovered due to it having no number plates and being unidentifiable.

Chris advised that problem incidents with off-road motor bikes in general were on the increase 

ii) ASB etc: mostly reports of off-road bikes around the area. NWP patrols are targeting known areas of use to look to deter any criminal activity and develop further intelligence.

A number of Councillors mentioned continued concerns regarding speeding within Esclusham, especially at previously mentioned areas such as: Bersham Road, Wrexham Road through Rhostyllen, Esless and the stretch of road between Croesfoel and Johnstown. Chris took note of the areas mentioned and will endeavour to arrange attendance with a speed gun. He also confirmed that a request had been made for the Go-Safe team to attend on the Bersham Road. In addition, NWP will also look to visit the nearby college to address the students.

PC Wadsworth and PCSO Willimas left the meeting and were thanked for attending by the Chair.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Sarah Love
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs John Perkins, Richard Elias & Nicola Davies-Williams
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Love thanked members for her re-election as Vice Chair of Finance.
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th April 2022  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (06/04/2022 > 04/05/2022)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Opening Balance 1st April 2022
	
	
	
	
	4,906.78

	Transfer from business savings
	13-Apr-22
	
	
	8,000.00
	12,906.78

	Jones Lighting (street light maintenance Mar)
	13-Apr-22
	4638
	619.58
	
	12,287.20

	Esclusham Bowling Club (tranche 1)
	13-Apr-22
	4639
	1,000.00
	
	11,287.20

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	19-Apr-22
	4640
	145.55
	
	11,141.65

	1st Esclusham Scout Group
	20-Apr-22
	4641
	100.00
	
	11,041.65

	Air Ambulance Wales
	20-Apr-22
	4642
	100.00
	
	10,941.65

	Bronwylfa WI
	20-Apr-22
	4643
	100.00
	
	10,841.65

	Esclusham Community Fete Group
	20-Apr-22
	4644
	100.00
	
	10,741.65

	Esclusham Community Gardens Group
	20-Apr-22
	4645
	100.00
	
	10,641.65

	Esclusham Indoor Bowling Club
	20-Apr-22
	4646
	100.00
	
	10,541.65

	Esclusham Mothers Union
	20-Apr-22
	4647
	100.00
	
	10,441.65

	Friends of RPHT
	20-Apr-22
	4648
	100.00
	
	10,341.65

	Rhostyllen Playgroup
	20-Apr-22
	4649
	100.00
	
	10,241.65

	Tabernacle Presbytarian Church
	20-Apr-22
	4650
	100.00
	
	10,141.65

	Tuesday Club
	20-Apr-22
	4651
	100.00
	
	10,041.65

	Viking (stationery)
	20-Apr-22
	4652
	44.99
	
	9,996.66

	RPHT (towards P Hall utility costs 2022/23)
	22-Apr-22
	
	
	3,000.00
	12,996.66

	Viking (various items for the P Hall inc First Aid)
	25-Apr-22
	4653
	141.29
	
	12,855.37

	Viking (signs > First Aid)
	25-Apr-22
	4654
	10.03
	
	12,845.34


Imprest Account (06/04/2022 > 04/05/2022)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Opening balance 1st April 2022
	
	
	
	
	
	3,000.00

	L Breeze (wk 52)
	4-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	2,862.66

	D Jenkins (wk 52)
	4-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	2,725.32

	L Breeze (wk 52 o/t)
	4-Apr-22
	1734
	
	233.12
	
	2,492.20

	D Jenkins (wk 52 o/t)
	4-Apr-22
	1735
	
	89.34
	
	2,402.86

	Transfer to cash
	6-Apr-22
	1736
	
	120.00
	
	2,282.86

	HMRC (5 April)
	6-Apr-22
	1737
	
	812.32
	
	1,470.54

	AVOW (annual membership)
	8-Apr-22
	1738
	
	15.00
	
	1,455.54

	L Breeze (wk 1)
	11-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	1,318.20

	D Jenkins (wk 1)
	11-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	1,180.86

	D Jenkins (wk 1 o/t)
	11-Apr-22
	1739
	
	304.43
	
	876.43

	L Breeze (wk 2)
	18-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	739.09

	D Jenkins (wk 2)
	18-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	601.75

	D Jenkins (wk 2 o/t)
	19-Apr-22
	1740
	
	159.29
	
	442.46

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 19/4) 
	20-Apr-22
	1741
	
	320.00
	
	122.46

	L Breeze (wk 3)
	25-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-14.88

	D Jenkins (wk 3)
	25-Apr-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-152.22

	D Jenkins (wk 3 o/t)
	25-Apr-22
	1742
	
	169.60
	
	-321.82

	L Breeze (wk 4)
	2-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-459.16

	D Jenkins (wk 4)
	2-May-22
	S/O
	
	137.34
	
	-596.50

	D Jenkins (wk 4 o/t) 
	2-May-22
	1743
	
	231.48
	
	-827.98


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (06/04/2022 > 04/05/2022)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2022
	
	
	
	
	5.78
	

	Transfer from Imprest
	6-Apr-22
	
	
	120.00
	125.78
	

	Norton (antivirus - renewal) - BJ card (re-imb)
	6-Apr-22
	
	74.99
	
	50.79
	

	Amazon (printer ink) - purchased via Clerk BJ
	3-May-22
	
	23.90
	
	26.89
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations 
i) The renewal of the Parish Hall power supply contract with SSE was due by the end of April 2022. The Council’s electricity broker, LSI, were asked to furnish up-to-date comparison figures prior to, but as near as able, to the 9th of May and, if able, give a recommendation. 
No figures were received prior to the meeting. However, the Clerk explained that, having spoken to the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, it was proposed that the Parish Hall power supply contract remains with the current supplier, SSE, but that the rate be allowed to change onto the Variable Business Rate as from the 1st of May, with the matter to be re-visited late summer. Unanimously agreed by the Community Council. Action: Clerk to be on diary to re-visit early September 2022. 
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book









    
     
      £

Business Instant Access Account 

31/03/2022

   58,403.49

             

Current Account
                 

01/04/2022        
   
   12,845.34
Imprest Account
                

01/04/2022
        
       -827.98  
Petty Cash Account
              

04/05/2022
   
          26.89 






          




£70,447.74 Noted
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Opening Balance 1st April 2022
	
	
	
	
	35,567.47

	K&S Roofing (Shropshire) Ltd (see below)
	4-Apr-22
	0114
	17,906.10
	
	17,661.37

	Replacement Cq [roof and new skylights]
	
	
	
	
	17,661.37

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	11-Apr-22
	
	
	455.00
	18,116.37

	Esclusham CC (as minutes 4/4)
	21-Apr-22
	0115
	3,000.00
	
	15,116.37

	K&S Roofing (Shropshire) Ltd (rear of Hall)
	22-Apr-22
	0116
	3,823.20
	
	11,293.17


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Opening Balance 1st April 2022
	
	
	
	
	304.80
	

	Sam Thomas (deposit kids party 12/6)
	28-Mar-22
	2920
	
	10.00
	314.80
	

	Kim Moo Music
	29-Mar-22
	2921
	
	20.00
	334.80
	

	Tuesday Club
	29-Mar-22
	2922
	
	15.00
	349.80
	

	Indoor Bowls
	30-Mar-22
	2923
	
	15.00
	364.80
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Apr-22
	2924
	
	25.00
	389.80
	

	Louise Davies (kids party)
	3-Apr-22
	2925
	
	35.00
	424.80
	

	Kim Moo Music
	5-Apr-22
	2926
	
	20.00
	444.80
	

	Tuesday Club
	5-Apr-22
	2927
	
	15.00
	459.80
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	5-Apr-22
	2928
	
	12.50
	472.30
	

	Heather Tyrrell (kids party 28/5)
	7-Apr-22
	2929
	
	40.00
	512.30
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	8-Apr-22
	2930
	
	25.00
	537.30
	

	Amy Salisbury (deposit kids party 24/9)
	8-Apr-22
	2931
	
	10.00
	547.30
	

	Gemma Button (bingo session)
	10-Apr-22
	2932
	
	35.00
	582.30
	

	Transfer to current 
	11-Apr-22
	
	
	
	127.30
	455.00

	Kerri Wells (deposit kids party 23/10)
	11-Apr-22
	2933
	
	10.00
	137.30
	

	Kim Moo Music
	12-Apr-22
	2934
	
	20.00
	157.30
	

	Tuesday Club
	12-Apr-22
	2935
	
	15.00
	172.30
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	12-Apr-22
	2936
	
	10.00
	182.30
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	13-Apr-22
	2937
	
	15.00
	197.30
	

	Robyn Johns (kids party 24/4)
	19-Apr-22
	2938
	
	30.00
	227.30
	

	Tuesday Club
	19-Apr-22
	2939
	
	15.00
	242.30
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	19-Apr-22
	2940
	
	12.50
	254.80
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	22-Apr-22
	2941
	
	25.00
	279.80
	

	Gemma Esp (kids party)
	23-Apr-22
	2942
	
	19.00
	298.80
	

	Kim Moo Music
	26-Apr-22
	2943
	
	20.00
	318.80
	

	Tuesday Club
	26-Apr-22
	2944
	
	15.00
	333.80
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	26-Apr-22
	2945
	
	12.50
	346.30
	

	Refund deposit - J Winfield (ample notice)
	27-Apr-22
	(2814)
	
	-20.00
	326.30
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	29-Apr-22
	2946
	
	20.00
	346.30
	






Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              01/04/2022

   11,293.17

              

Petty Cash Account



04/05/2022
                      346.30






       





£11,639.47

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Phil Penk
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –   Cllrs John Perkins, Richard Elias & Nicola Davies-Williams
2. 
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Penk thanked those present for elevating him to the position of Chair.
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) “Congratulations” > Cllr Phil Penk for being elected as Chair for 2022/23.
ii) Cllr Pritchard is aware that speeding is an issue round and about the village but advises that NWP are fully aware – see recent ‘Police section’ of minutes and report of the recent NWP/ECC liaison meeting (MI-a), below.
iii) Further to being mentioned at previous meetings, Cllr Pritchard fielded questions from members regarding the building work on a property on Station Road. Concerns were expressed as to the level of the ground. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to invite a member of the WCBC Planning Dept to meet with a representation of the Community Council. Action: Clerk.

iv) Cllr Nat Cargius asked if Cllr Pritchard was aware that the school in Bersham was being called Bryntirion Hall School, whereby he felt that it should be, more accurately, Bersham Hall School. The Clerk was asked to liaise with Cllr Cargius and send a letter to the Headmaster, Action: Clerk.

v) Cllr Pritchard advised that, whilst there were no further developments on stage 2 of the Active Travel Scheme work along the disused railway line path and the vicinity of Station Road, he was hopeful of hearing something soon with regard to committed finance. He promised the keep the Community Council updated.
vi) Cllr Sarah Love asked if all was proceeding as planned with regard to the required access via the football pitch gate on Fete day. Cllr Pritchard confirmed that Rhostyllen FC had agreed to conform to the clauses contained in the Lease. He will, however, look to speak again with Kevin Roberts of the football club committee.
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th April 2022 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) NWP/ECC police liaison meeting – report following 4th May meeting. Cllr Graham Blackmore read out the minutes from said meeting:
POLICE LIAISON MEETING – 4th MAY 2022  Present :- PCSO Sara Williams, PC Chris Wadsworth, Cllr Graham Blackmore and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies: Cllr John Perkins
Police Update > April: content discussed and a copy is to be shared with the full Council at next Monday’s meeting. NWP have confirmed that an officer will be in attendance – possibly PC Chris Wadsworth. Main ‘discussion point’ is the resurgence in the use of off-road bikes in Rhostyllen.

Police – Offa/Esclusham team > As list furnished, although PC Chris Wadsworth is working as part of the team on, at present, a short term basis.

‘Abandoned’ car at the rear of the Parish Hall > Following letters from the Clerk (placed on the windscreen - again) and PCSO Sara Williams (hand delivered as NWP able to obtain the home address) > it is believed that the small black Citroen has been removed from the Parish Hall car park by the purported owner. The threat to tow the vehicle away appears to have prompted its removal.

Esclusham Fete (25/6) > As requested at the last Fete meeting, police attendance, as in previous years, was requested at the Esclusham Fete earmarked for Saturday the 25th of June. Sara and Chris confirmed that officers would be in attendance, with precise times and involvement to be finalised at the 8th of June police liaison meeting. The Clerk is sending a confirmation note to NWP.

Esclusham Fete (event 21/5) > If able a NWP officer(s) will pop to the Parish Hall during the kids event earmarked for the 21st of May > where a King, Queen, Prince and Princess will be chosen. Attendance by ECC Chair, or representative, already confirmed. Sara has taken a photo of the poster,

Speeding > Whilst the Community Council had asked the Clerk to write to the Inspector to elicit support for a GoSafe vehicle attending the Bersham Road area, Chris confirmed that he would pass on this request on  a face-to-face basis. Again, the concerns raised by the Community Council regarding the speed of traffic approaching, and through, Bersham, were passed on to NWP. GB and BJ asked if every effort could be made to have GoSafe attend.

Speeding > Cllr Blackmore also mentioned speeding on the Wrexham Road through Rhostyllen and the officers confirmed that the concerns would be taken on board.

Suspicious situations > Chris and Sara re-iterated that Councillors and residents should pass-on any concerns regarding suspicious behaviour to NWP via the anonymous Crimestoppers line. GB took details furnished by Chris. Monday: Crimestoppers phone number 0800555111 shared with all Councillors.
b) Holy Trinity Church – churchyard. Cllr Mark Pritchard wished to place on record his appreciation of the work carried out by E R Howkins (Garden Gaffer) > the churchyard was looking very tidy. Cllr Pritchard’s comments were echoed by other members. Whilst discussing the HTC churchyard, Cllr Graham Blackmore wished to share his concerns regarding what appear to be some unsafe headstones. As a first step, the Clerk was instructed to write to the vicar. Action: Clerk.
c) First Responder (Wrexham Rural Community) – Cllr Phil Penk asked if it could be arranged for a representation of the WRC First Responder team to address and update the Community Council as a follow-on from ECC’s contribution towards equipment for the Esclusham based representative of the team. Action: The Clerk was instructed to write to the Team Co-ordinator to ask if they could attend a future Community Council meeting.

Action Plan
i) Esclusham in Bloom – not proceeding in 2022 > remove from AP. Action: Clerk to be on diary for early 2023 when a new sub-committee can be formed with a view to re-invigorating the competition.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2022/0344 – application for a “proposed new access and driveway to create a one way driveway system” at Bersham Hall, Bersham Road, Bersham, Wrexham. Already circulated and as responses required by the 2nd of May, any comments asked for by the 29th of April. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 29/4 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
Withdrawals
None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2021/1213 – application for “two storey rear extensions” at 48 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4AB. Granted with conditions  Noted
P/2022/0080 – application for a “single storey rear extension” at 5 Trevor Avenue, Rhostyllen, Wrexham Ll14 4BT. Granted with conditions Noted
P/2022/0073 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 176” at 6 Fairview, Rhostyllen, Wrexham, LL14 4HX. Granted with conditions Noted
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    

None

    
10.
Items for the Clerk
a) RPHT AGM arranged for 6:30pm on Monday the 11th of July. Action: Clerk to be on diary to draw up agenda.
b) RPHT – new Councillor, Darcy Davies-Williams accepted an offer to become a Trustee. Action: Clerk to add onto the Charity Commission database.
c) Following the 5th of May ‘Election’, there are three spaces available on the Community Council > Rhostyllen ward (1), Pentrebychan ward (1) and Aberoer ward (1). The Clerk explained the unique regulations relating to co-option following an election, the process for which had been confirmed to Cllr Mark Pritchard by WCBC officers. 
Cllr Mark Pritchard proposed that Gemma Richards, Mabyn Pickering and Claire Luckock, all of whom had expressed an interest to be co-opted following the election, be co-opted onto Esclusham Community Council. The proposal was unanimously agreed and the Clerk was instructed to advise the three individuals and to arrange for them to be summoned to attend the June meeting of the Community Council. Action: Clerk
d) Appointment of Town/Community Council Representative on the Standards Committee. The Clerk shared details furnished by WCBC. Noted
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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