ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 8th July 2024 
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Mark Pritchard, Jean Kelly, Sarah Love, Nat Cargius, Mabyn Pickering, 

Glen Bellamy, Nicci Davies-Williams, Val Morgan & Darcy Davies-Williams
Apologies: Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Richard Elias, John Perkins, Claire Luckock and Gemma Richards
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: n/a
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Mark Pritchard (both Chair and Vice Chair of Finance have given apologies) 
Being the only one of the four ‘formal position holders’ in attendance, Cllr Pritchard was asked, and unanimously requested, to Chair both sections of the meeting.

Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Richard Elias, John Perkins, Claire Luckock & Gemma Richards
2.
Chair’s announcements – none
3.
Declaration of interest – none
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th June 2024  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items  - none
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (05/06/2024 > 03/07/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	4-Jun-24
	4903
	149.76
	
	
	12,113.85

	Transfer to Imprest
	2-May-24
	Auto tfr
	92.23
	
	
	12,021.62

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	7-May-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	
	11,832.52

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-May-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	11,496.24

	SSE (street lighting > March)
	8-May-24
	D/D
	1,426.35
	
	
	10,069.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	8-May-24
	Auto tfr
	390.00
	
	
	9,679.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-May-24
	Auto tfr
	334.99
	
	
	9,344.90

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-May-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	9,008.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-May-24
	Auto tfr
	989.68
	
	
	8,018.94

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Mar/Apr)
	16-May-24
	D/D
	406.28
	
	
	7,612.66

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-May-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	7,276.38

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-May-24
	Auto tfr
	29.80
	
	
	7,246.58

	BT (bill £83.54 + VAT less cr £60.49 allocated
	24-May-24
	D/D
	39.76
	
	
	7,206.82

	SSE (street lighting > April) 
	28-May-24
	D/D
	1,110.68
	
	
	6,096.14

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-May-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	
	5,759.86

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-May-24
	Auto tfr
	22.20
	
	
	5,737.66

	JDH Business Services Ltd (Internal Audit)
	10-Jun-24
	4904
	488.40
	
	
	5,249.26

	Viking (cleaning items for the Parish Hall)
	11-Jun-24
	4905
	195.98
	
	
	5,053.28

	SG Estates 'Community Benefit' as per minutes 
	14-Jun-24
	
	
	
	50,000.00
	55,053.28

	Transfer to business savings (phone)
	17-Jun-24
	TFR
	
	50,000.00
	
	5,053.28

	Viking (stationery - inc stamps)
	19-Jun-24
	4906
	164.80
	
	
	4,888.48

	Transfer from business savings 
	19-Jun-24
	
	
	
	8,000.00
	12,888.48

	Bryn Jones (June salary)
	24-Jun-24
	4907
	1,932.20
	
	
	10,956.28

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	27-Jun-24
	4908
	149.76
	
	
	10,806.52

	D Whitefoot (CCTV annual check & clean)
	28-Jun-24
	4910
	65.00
	
	
	10,741.52

	UQ Web Design (12m web hosting)
	1-Jul-24
	4909
	120.00
	
	
	10,621.52

	Act In Time Ltd (500 clock cards)
	1-Jul-24
	4911
	44.40
	
	
	10,577.12


Imprest Account (05/06/2024 > 03/07/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Transfer to cash
	4-Jun-24
	1994
	200.00
	
	-1,313.61

	Transfer from current
	2-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	92.23
	-1,221.38

	Transfer from current
	7-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-885.10

	Transfer from current
	8-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	390.00
	-495.10

	Transfer from current
	9-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	334.99
	-160.11

	Transfer from current
	13-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	176.17

	Transfer from current
	14-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	989.68
	1,165.85

	Transfer from current
	20-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,502.13

	Transfer from current
	21-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	29.80
	1,531.93

	Transfer from current
	28-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,868.21

	Transfer from current
	29-May-24
	Auto tfr
	
	22.20
	1,890.41

	L Breeze (wk10)
	10-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	1,722.27

	D Jenkins (wk10)
	10-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	1,554.13

	D Jenkins (wk10 o/t & tax refund)
	10-Jun-24
	1995
	69.66
	
	1,484.47

	HMRC (5 June)
	10-Jun-24
	1996
	862.35
	
	622.12

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 96) HTC
	12-Jun-24
	1997
	420.00
	
	202.12

	L Breeze (wk11)
	17-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	33.98

	D Jenkins (wk11)
	17-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-134.16

	D Jenkins (wk11 o/t)
	17-Jun-24
	1998
	162.99
	
	-297.15

	L Breeze (wk12)
	24-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-465.29

	D Jenkins (wk12)
	24-Jun-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-633.43

	L Breeze (wk12 o/t) Fete Day & build-up
	24-Jun-24
	1999
	194.85
	
	-828.28

	D Jenkins (wk12 o/t) Fete Day & build-up
	24-Jun-24
	2000
	208.24
	
	-1,036.52

	L Breeze (wk13)
	1-Jul-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,204.66

	D Jenkins (wk13)
	1-Jul-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-1,372.80

	D Jenkins (wk13 tax refund)
	1-Jul-24
	2001
	15.00
	
	-1,387.80

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 106) HTC
	1-Jul-24
	2002
	320.00
	
	-1,707.80


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (05/06/2024 > 03/07/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Norton (antivirus - renewal) - BJ card (re-imb)
	4-Jun-24
	
	79.99
	
	191.35
	

	Clerk mileage - return x4 Pontblyddyn (Auditor)
	27-Jun-24
	
	36.00
	
	155.35
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations - none
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book










       £
Business Instant Access Account 
             10/05/2024 
  
  67,675.03          

Current Account
                 

31/05/2024      
   
  10,577.12
Imprest Account
                

31/05/2024    
 
   -1,707.80
Petty Cash Account
              

03/07/2024

       155.35
      









            £76,699.70

As previously advised, the Imprest account is not actually overdrawn – book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Transfer from Petty Cash
	13-May-24
	
	
	545.00
	13,714.44

	Aikido Class (Apr) 
	2-May-24
	
	
	78.00
	13,792.44

	Caia Park Partnership (Apr)
	10-May-24
	
	
	84.00
	13,876.44

	Lightsource BP 
	15-May-24
	
	
	36.00
	13,912.44

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	21-May-24
	
	
	360.00
	14,272.44

	Paige Street Dance (May)  
	23-May-24
	
	
	48.00
	14,320.44

	Playgroup
	28-May-24
	
	
	110.00
	14,430.44

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Apr) 
	31-May-24
	
	
	96.00
	14,526.44

	Lost cheque (5/12/23) - John Heap (stop on)
	11-Jun-24
	0199
	-236.00
	
	14,762.44

	John Heap - replacement cheque (for 0199)
	11-Jun-24
	0207
	236.00
	
	14,526.44

	J Heap - supply and refit damaged roof slates
	11-Jun-24
	0208
	360.00
	
	14,166.44

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	24-Jun-24
	
	
	700.00
	14,866.44

	JDH B S Ltd - ind examination of accounts
	28-Jun-24
	0209
	118.80
	
	14,747.64

	Cheque destroyed - error in making out
	1-Jul-24
	0210
	0.00
	
	14,747.64


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Jem Cooper (kids party)
	8-Jun-24
	3554
	
	45.00
	475.15
	

	Kim Moo Music
	11-Jun-24
	3555
	
	24.00
	499.15
	

	Tuesday Club
	11-Jun-24
	3556
	
	18.00
	517.15
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	11-Jun-24
	3557
	
	18.00
	535.15
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	14-Jun-24
	3558
	
	30.00
	565.15
	

	Kim Moo Music
	18-Jun-24
	3559
	
	24.00
	589.15
	

	Tuesday Club
	18-Jun-24
	3560
	
	18.00
	607.15
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	18-Jun-24
	3561
	
	18.00
	625.15
	

	Dave Jones 'The Village' - band practice
	18-Jun-24
	3562
	
	18.00
	643.15
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	20-Jun-24
	
	
	80.89
	724.04
	

	Dust bags for the main Hall cleaner (via DJ)
	20-Jun-24
	
	7.99
	
	716.05
	

	Bunting banner for the Parish Hall (via DJ)
	20-Jun-24
	
	6.49
	
	709.56
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	21-Jun-24
	3563
	
	24.00
	733.56
	

	Transfer to current
	24-Jun-24
	
	
	
	33.56
	700.00

	Joshua Bramwell (deposit kids party 19/10)
	25-Jun-24
	3564
	
	10.00
	43.56
	

	Tea bags & sundry items for Parish Hall 
	25-Jun-24
	
	10.44
	
	33.12
	

	Dominique Selley (deposit kids party 28/9)
	25-Jun-24
	3565
	
	10.00
	43.12
	

	Tuesday Club
	25-Jun-24
	3566
	
	18.00
	61.12
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	28-Jun-24
	3567
	
	24.00
	85.12
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              31/05/2024
       
    14,747.64
     


Petty Cash Account



 03/07/2024
    
           85.12

  £14,832.76

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  > the Clerk advised Councillors that the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, had spoken with him earlier in the day, having perused the evening’s agenda, and wished to place on record his observation that the 2024/25 spend stands at over £30k after a little over 3 months. Cllr Elias proposed that only essential spending be authorised by ECC over the summer months and that he and the Clerk will look to prepare a ‘‘year-to-date’ fiscal report for the next meeting on the 9th of September.
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Mark Pritchard (Vice Chair) (ECC Chair having given apologies) > see above
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –  Cllrs Graham Blackmore, Richard Elias, John Perkins, Claire Luckock & Gemma Richards

2. 
Chair’s announcements – none > but the Chair wished to share the content of a recently received letter, correspondence item (g), with Councillors at this point as the letter was addressed to “the Chair” and had, initially been forwarded to Cllr Gemma Richards who, unfortunately, has had to give apologies. A copy of the letter shared with the Council.


The meeting moved into PART 2 and all Councillors confirmed that they had received a copy of the aforementioned letter.


Discussion ensued regarding what contained in the said letter > fully minuted under Part 2.


Topics raised/discussed:


1) ‘Community Gains’ – re: recent agreement/ratification for the SG Estates £50k payment to be utilised to resurface Spring Road.


2) ‘Community Gains’ – re: any possibly future payments.


3) Communication > re: minutes of Council meetings.

3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 



Meeting continued in Part 2 for item (1) below..

i) Cllr Pritchard updated Councillors on the imminent resurfacing of Spring Road.
ii) There are a number of ongoing issues (ASB etc) within the community that NWP are dealing with, but, with investigations ongoing, Cllr Pritchard advises that no precise details can be shared. 

iii) Cllr Pritchard advised that a number of hedgerows in the community are due to be trimmed in the next few weeks – either by the landowner/user or WCBC. A number of concerns have recently been raised with Community Councillors regarding overgrown hedgerows.

iv) Cllr Pritchard placed on record that, as the Local Elected Member, he would not support the removal or cutting down of any tree subject to a T.P.O. – public safety notwithstanding.

v) A local resident asked Cllr Sarah Love to raise concerns regarding this year’s grass cutting regime within Esclusham, Cllr Pritchard acknowledged that there have been some issues locally, but that it is his understanding that things should improve in HY2.  

vi) Following a request by Cllr Val Morgan, Cllr Pritchard asked if the Clerk could get back in touch with WCBC to re-visit the possibility of the Parish Hall having a ‘green bin’. Both Councillors are aware that a previous request was refused. The Clerk confirmed that he would try again during the summer months. Action: Clerk.

4. 
Declaration of interest – none

5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 10th June 2024 - unanimously ratified

6. 
Ratification of minutes from the RPHT meeting/AGM of Monday 10th June 2024 – unanimously ratified
7.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 4th July 2024 > the Clerk shared what discussed:



Present: PC Lucia Pritchard, PCSO Laura Cooper and the Clerk, Bryn Jones.

Apologies received from Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins & Cllr Mark Pritchard

Esclusham Fete: the Clerk thanked NWP officers for their attendance at the Fete > Laura, along with fellow PCSO Meg, there with a patrol car.

Offa Team: The Clerk confirmed that the latest, updated, list of officers and their contact details will be shared with Councillors this month and also placed on the ECC noticeboards (NWP ‘Town’ section) as soon as feaseable.

Recent issue: Incident outside the Swan Inn on the evening of Fete Day, where, it is understood that fighting took place, involving a number of individuals. Although all had dispersed by the time NWP arrived – a number of patrol cars in attendance.

ASB: Officers have recently been called to ASB on the Manor Farm Estate – ongoing investigation by NWP
Armed robbery: (Croesfoel Garage) An arrest has been made. Firearm brandished was imitation.

Shoplifting: Reports of shoplifting over the weekend. Believed linked to Shropshire Council using the Croesfoel Travelodge to house some of their homeless individuals. NWP and WCBC now aware and, it is understood, that discussions are ongoing.
b) Esclusham Fete/Parish Hall centenary: Feedback on the Fete has been very positive and Councillors who were there on the day are of the opinion that it was probably the best attended Fete so far. The display to celebrate the centenary of the Parish Hall also elicited favourable comment and Cllrs Claire Luckock and Mark Pritchard confirmed that additional celebratory events are earmarked for the remainder of 2024. 

c) Cllr Val Morgan asked if a new ‘public’ litter bin could be located behind the Parish Hall. Council in agreement and Cllr Mark Pritchard advised that he would make arrangements to move one of the existing bins to a proposed location to be identified by Cllr Morgan. Action: Cllrs MP/VM. 

d) Cllr Val Morgan wished to express concerns regarding an area of pavement on West Grove, which has been in need of repair for some considerable time. Cllr Pritchard is aware and will, once again, contact WCBC to arrange suitable restoration. Action: Cllr MP 


ACTION PLAN 
The Clerk re-iterated what previously said in that he would endeavour to clear all outstanding items by the end of Q3 > ideally by the end of August. 

8. 
Planning Items & Reports      

Applications

None

Withdrawals

None

Reports/Appeals/Other

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 > Publicity and Consultation before applying for Planning Permission notice under Articles 2D: Proposed development at land off Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4DH > notice given that SG ESTATES LTD is intending to apply for planning permission for: Plots 79-226 at The Manor Gardens Development, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen LL14 4DH. Esclusham Community Council have been served by the Notice as a ‘Community Consultee’. A copy of the formal Notice, along with the covering e-mail received from Daniel Andrews, Commercial Director Designate, SG Estates Ltd shared with Councillors. As mentioned on the Notice, a copy of the proposed application; plans and other supporting documents can be viewed at: ‘www.sgestates.co.uk/developments/future.php’.

Following discussion the Council unanimously supported the intended start of ‘Phase 2’ and the Clerk instructed to advise Daniel Andrews of SG Estates, accordingly. Action: Clerk. In addition, further to a previously discussed matter, the Clerk is instructed to ask if, upon having the planning application approved, SG Estates could consider funding a pedestrian crossing from near the current bus stop on Wrexham Road. It is appreciated that any final location would be subject to satisfying traffic regulations. Action: Clerk.
Determinations
P/2024/0161 – application for the “development of a fibre optic cable and hydrant connection pipe” at  Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2024/0162  – application for the “installation of streetworks telecommunication of 20M M-range V2 pole with 6 no antennas, 1 no transmission dish, 3 no equipment cabinets and ancillary development” on land off Wrexham Road, Johnstown, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
P/2024/0081- application for a “single storey rear extension and conversion of garage (in retrospect)” at Bryn Kered, 23 Vicarage Hill, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Granted with conditions. Noted
9.
Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) D-Day 80th Anniversary Commemoration Event – correspondence from Barbara Jones (Chair) thanking the Community Council for the contribution given towards the event. Copy e-mail shared with Councillors. Noted
b) WCBC – e-mail from Vicky Bishop, Head of Service Older People and Commissioning: Information re plans for Community Agent (AVOW). Copy shared with Councillors. Content: Noted following discussion. The Council have previously asked that any developments regarding the Community Agent initiative be shared with Councillors. 
c) Community Agent, Offa CC – introductory e-mail from Annmarie Ruscoe – content self-explanatory. Copy shared with Councillors. Following further discussion, the Clerk was instructed to advise that, for the present, Esclusham CC, do not, at present, wish to take-up the offer of a few hours a week support as suggested. Action: Clerk. Councillors reminded that the WCBC SPoA (Adult Single Point of Access Team) are, currently, the first point of contact for WCBC’s Adult Social Care Services.
d) Ysgol Rhostyllen – “thank you” re S137 award. Clerk shared content with the Council.

e) Julie Meredith (local resident) – “Why does the Council not have a communications council which embraces how they will engage their local community, which is in the spirit of the Local Government Association advice and help to Parish Councils”. Following discussion, and whilst not averse to the possibility of re-visiting in conjunction with a review of other policies in Q4 2024, the Council have noted what said. Action: Clerk.
f) Julie Meredith (local resident) – proposal re a dedicated ‘dog exercise area’. A copy of the proposal paperwork shared with Councillors. Following discussion, whilst the work undertaken to draw-up the proposal is to be commended, the Council is unanimous in the opinion that, at present, setting-up such a facility is not one that it would support. Whilst accepting that a dedicated dog exercise area might be of benefit in an urban area, many Councillors pointed out that Esclusham is, very-much, a rural community with, when all are open and available, a large number of suitable paths and walkways for owners to exercise their dogs > within the main villages of Rhostyllen and Bersham, and the surrounding woodland and fields. In addition, the Council believes that the matter of dog fouling, on pavements, paths, parkland and marked sports pitches is, like many other communities within the County, an ongoing challenge which requires priority. The Clerk advised that the Community Council give out some eight thousand dog ‘poop’ bags every month, being an annual commitment of nearly £2,000, and Members would certainly wish to see this continue. For the present, Councillors are unanimous in that Esclusham CC do not, at present, support the proposal.
Action: Clerk
g) Julie Meredith (local resident) – letter addressed to the Chair regarding a matter discussed at the June meeting. Missive shared with the Council at Chair’s Announcements – see above.
10.
Items for the Clerk 

a) Lightsourcebp > re Plas Power Solar & Energy Storage Project – ‘Development of National Significance’. The application, ref no: DNS/3253253 is to be submitted to the Planning and Environment Decisions Wales (PEDW) during, it is believed, the summer months and, in due course, the Community Council, amongst others, will have a five week opportunity to respond to a formal consultation from PEDW. Update for Councillors as ECC is in recess in August. Noted and all present are aware that a special meeting may be called in August, should this be required to meet deadlines for any responses. 
b)  ECC Clerk > replacement wef 1st January 2025. Note from Clerk detailing proposed course of action for HY2 2024, shared with the Council. Following discussion, the Council unanimously ratified the proposed actions and timetable as detailed in the Clerk’s missive. The ‘Staffing sub-committee’ will comprise of Cllrs Richard Elias, Sarah Love and Jean Kelly, along with the current Clerk. Terms of Reference will be as contained in the aforementioned note, with initial recommendations to be shared with the full Council at the September meeting. Action: Clerk to look at arranging an initial meeting of the ‘Staffing sub-committee’ during the summer holidays> this to be a starting point to progress matters with regard to advertising the role of Clerk and RFO at Esclusham Community Council – as per the furnished ‘Specimen Recruitment Process Action Plan’. The Clerk stated that the suggested timetable may be subject to minor tweaks, but it is very much hoped to finalise and circulate the job advert by the end of September.
CHAIR_________________________________________________

DATED_________________________________________________
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