ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 8th April 2024  
Present: Cllrs Claire Luckock, John Perkins, Mark Pritchard, Mabyn Pickering, Nat Cargius, Phil Penk, Gemma Richards & Glen Bellamy
Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams & Jean Kelly
PRELIMINARIES - None
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams & Jean Kelly
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Luckock advised the Council of the content of an e-mail from the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias,


i) “Apologies that I cannot be there in person”


ii) Recommends ratification re Clerk’s LC26 > LC27 for 2024/25 (below)

iii) Whilst now agreed, Clllr Elias, as Chair of Finance, wished to place on record his concerns regarding the increased commitment to the Playwork scheme for 2024/25. 

iv) S137 > again, wished to place on record that, unless agreed by the full Council, the increased payment to the Esclusham Community Fete be a one-off for the current year.

3.
Declaration of interest – None
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th March 2024  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items – 
i) As per a contract signed in April 2013, and subject to satisfactory performance, the Clerk should progress automatically through a salary scale via annual increments. Since a comprehensive review undertaken in 2020, the Clerk’s role is classified as LC2 (24 > 28) (substantive benchmark rate) and has been set at SP LC26 as from the 1st of April 2023. A further uplift requires consideration. Following discussion, it was unanimously ratified that the Clerk’s SCP be increased to LC27 as from the 1st of April 2024. Action: Clerk to proceed with all formalities.

ii) ‘Youth monies” – a sheet detailing an update of funds held in the ECC balances shared with the Council. Currently £3,838.27.  See minutes ‘Members Items Finance (d)’ > 11/12/2023.

iii) AVOW 2024/25 Membership Renewal > £15 for an Associate Member > renewed.
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (06/03/2024 > 31/03/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	WCBC (replace damaged cradle and flat swings)
	27-Feb-24
	4867
	183.20
	
	8,834.50

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Feb-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	8,645.40

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	384.85
	
	8,260.55

	Transfer to Imprest
	7-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	125.66
	
	8,134.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	86.47
	
	8,048.42

	Transfer to Imprest
	12-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	7,740.98

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Dec/Jan)
	15-Feb-24
	D/D
	964.77
	
	6,776.21

	Transfer to Imprest
	16-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	80.89
	
	6,695.32

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	6,387.88

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	909.96
	
	5,477.92

	Transfer to Imprest
	23-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	350.00
	
	5,127.92

	BT
	26-Feb-24
	D/D
	97.13
	
	5,030.79

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	4,723.35

	Transfer to Imprest
	29-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	148.88
	
	4,574.47

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Mar-24
	D/D
	81.25
	
	4,493.22

	WCBC (contribution towards Playscheme)
	8-Mar-24
	4868
	4,815.25
	
	-322.03

	Viking (stationery - inc stamps)
	11-Mar-24
	4869
	208.10
	
	-530.13

	Transfer from business savings 
	11-Mar-24
	
	
	5,000.00
	4,469.87

	RPHT - as mins 11/3/2024 - 'payment to ECC'
	12-Mar-24
	
	
	3,000.00
	7,469.87

	Newton Newton Flags Ltd  (D-Day 80th F of P)
	12-Mar-24
	4870
	28.80
	
	7,441.07

	Transfer from business savings 
	19-Mar-24
	
	
	4,000.00
	11,441.07

	Bryn Jones (March salary)
	22-Mar-24
	4871
	1,883.04
	
	9,558.03

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	22-Mar-24
	4872
	149.76
	
	9,408.27

	Caia Park P Ltd - items for Y Club (see stmt)
	22-Mar-24
	4873
	150.00
	
	9,258.27

	Friends of Bellevue Park re 80th D-Day ann'y
	26-Mar-24
	4874
	100.00
	
	9,158.27

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	8,821.99

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	5-Mar-24
	D/D
	189.10
	
	8,632.89

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	276.64
	
	8,356.25

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	8,019.97

	Transfer to Imprest
	14-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	1,513.62
	
	6,506.35

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Dec/Jan)
	15-Mar-24
	D/D
	979.77
	
	5,526.58

	Transfer to Imprest
	18-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	5,190.30

	Transfer to Imprest
	19-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	332.78
	
	4,857.52

	BT
	25-Mar-24
	D/D
	93.02
	
	4,764.50

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	336.28
	
	4,428.22

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	881.60
	
	3,546.62

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	1,069.89
	
	2,476.73


Imprest Account (06/03/2024 > 31/03/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 48 o/t & Emergency call out)
	4-Mar-24
	1962
	94.96
	
	-621.95

	Transfer from current
	5-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	384.85
	-237.10

	Transfer from current
	7-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	125.66
	-111.44

	Transfer from current
	9-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	86.47
	-24.97

	Transfer from current
	12-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	282.47

	Transfer from current
	16-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	80.89
	363.36

	Transfer from current
	19-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	670.80

	Transfer from current
	20-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	909.96
	1,580.76

	Transfer from current
	23-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	350.00
	1,930.76

	Transfer from current
	26-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	2,238.20

	Transfer from current
	29-Feb-24
	Auto tfr
	
	148.88
	2,387.08

	HMRC (5 Mar)
	11-Mar-24
	1963
	1238.15
	
	1,148.93

	L Breeze (wk 49)
	11-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	980.79

	D Jenkins (wk 49)
	11-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	812.65

	L Breeze (wk 49 o/t)
	11-Mar-24
	1964
	69.90
	
	742.75

	D Jenkins (wk49 o/t)
	11-Mar-24
	1965
	205.57
	
	537.18

	L Breeze (wk 50)
	18-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	369.04

	D Jenkins (wk 50)
	18-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	200.90

	L Breeze (wk 50 o/t)
	18-Mar-24
	1966
	82.94
	
	117.96

	D Jenkins (wk 50 o/t)
	18-Mar-24
	1967
	249.84
	
	-131.88

	L Breeze (wk 51)
	25-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-300.02

	D Jenkins (wk 51)
	25-Mar-24
	S/O
	168.14
	
	-468.16

	L Breeze (wk 51 o/t & back pay 1.4.23-26.2.24)
	25-Mar-24
	1968
	881.60
	
	-1,349.76

	D Jenkins (wk 51 o/t & back pay 1.4.23-26.2.24)
	25-Mar-24
	1969
	1069.89
	
	-2,419.65

	Transfer from current
	4-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-2,083.37

	Transfer from current
	6-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	276.64
	-1,806.73

	Transfer from current
	11-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	-1,470.45

	Transfer from current
	14-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,513.62
	43.17

	Transfer from current
	18-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	379.45

	Transfer from current
	19-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	332.78
	712.23

	Transfer from current 
	25-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	336.28
	1,048.51

	Transfer from current
	26-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	881.60
	1,930.11

	Transfer from current
	27-Mar-24
	Auto tfr
	
	1,069.89
	3,000.00


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (06/03/2024 > 31/03/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	ALCC (Clerk membership) 2024/25 - via BJ
	27-Feb-24
	
	50.00
	
	79.49
	

	Post Office - Special Delivery to Audit Wales
	13-Mar-24
	
	8.15
	
	71.34
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations  - None
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book     










      £
Business Instant Access Account 
              31/03/2024 

12,203.61

             

Current Account
                 

31/03/2024      
   
  2,476.73 
Imprest Account
                

31/03/2024    
 
  3,000.00
Petty Cash Account
              

31/03/2024

        71.34
      









            £17,751.68

The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information > however, the Clerk advised that the year-end statement still awaited, so the current account balance as at 31/3 will be shown on the Q2 2024 RPHT AGM agenda.

RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	Garden Gaffer (remove hedge etc round P.H.)
	23-Feb-24
	0202
	675.00
	
	15,467.86

	Adams Plumbing (sundry works at the P Hall)
	7-Mar-24
	0203
	410.40
	
	15,057.46

	WCBC (line painting rear/entry P.H. Car park)
	7-Mar-24
	0204
	328.06
	
	14,729.40

	Esclusham CC (as minutes 11/3)
	12-Mar-24
	0205
	3,000.00
	
	11,729.40

	Caia Park Partnership (Jan)
	8-Feb-24
	
	
	84.00
	11,813.40

	Playgroup
	26-Feb-24
	
	
	110.00
	11,923.40

	Paige Street Dance (Feb)  
	26-Feb-24
	
	
	36.00
	11,959.40

	Caia Park Partnership (Feb)
	29-Feb-24
	
	
	63.00
	12,022.40

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	1-Mar-24
	
	
	396.00
	12,418.40

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	18-Mar-24
	
	
	820.00
	13,238.40


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Nia Parry (deposit kids party 18/8)
	3-Mar-24
	3485
	
	10.00
	634.56
	

	Claire Richardson (deposit kids party 27/4)
	4-Mar-24
	3486
	
	10.00
	644.56
	

	Charlotte Roberts (deposit kids party 15/12)
	5-Mar-24
	3487
	
	10.00
	654.56
	

	Tuesday Club
	5-Mar-24
	3488
	
	18.00
	672.56
	

	Snooker Group
	5-Mar-24
	3489
	
	10.00
	682.56
	

	Indoor Bowls
	6-Mar-24
	3490
	
	18.00
	700.56
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	5-Mar-24
	3491
	
	18.00
	718.56
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	8-Mar-24
	3492
	
	30.00
	748.56
	

	Chloe Holland (kids party)
	9-Mar-24
	3493
	
	36.00
	784.56
	

	Kim Moo Music
	12-Mar-24
	3494
	
	24.00
	808.56
	

	Tuesday Club
	12-Mar-24
	3495
	
	18.00
	826.56
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	12-Mar-24
	3496
	
	12.00
	838.56
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	13-Mar-24
	3497
	
	18.00
	856.56
	

	Indoor Bowls
	13-Mar-24
	3498
	
	18.00
	874.56
	

	Mandy Roberts (Church bingo)
	15-Mar-24
	3499
	
	17.00
	891.56
	

	Transfer to current
	18-Mar-24
	
	
	
	71.56
	820.00

	Tuesday Club
	19-Mar-24
	3500
	
	18.00
	89.56
	

	Snooker Group
	19-Mar-24
	3501
	
	10.00
	99.56
	

	Rhian Cox (deposit kids party 24/3)
	19-Mar-24
	3502
	
	10.00
	109.56
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	22-Mar-24
	
	
	120.65
	230.21
	

	Jenny Jarvis (kids party)
	23-Mar-24
	3503
	
	36.00
	266.21
	

	Rhian Cox (kids party)
	24-Mar-24
	3504
	
	36.00
	302.21
	

	Tuesday Club
	26-Mar-24
	3505
	
	18.00
	320.21
	

	Snooker Group
	26-Mar-24
	3506
	
	10.00
	330.21
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	26-Mar-24
	3507
	
	12.00
	342.21
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	27-Mar-24
	3508
	
	18.00
	360.21
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
              31/03/2024

       13,238.40

     


Petty Cash Account



 31/03/2024
    
            360.21
         










 
    £13,598.61

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Gemma Richards
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, Val Morgan, Nicci Davies-Williams, Graham Blackmore, Sarah Love, Darcy Davies-Williams & Jean Kelly
2. 
Chair’s announcements – None
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) Cllr Pritchard believes that local ASB is somewhat reduced – notwithstanding what mentioned in the police report, below. One of the youths mentioned is local and the other understood to be from outside the area.
ii) The work on the disused railway line path, as arranged under the Active Travel scheme, is proceeding apace although, as the Council are aware, the bridge option over Station Road is having to be re-visited and a further consultation is expected to be run by WCBC towards the end of the summer.
iii) Upon being asked by Cllr Nat Cargious, Cllr Pritchard advised that there are no further developments regarding the promised payment from SG Estates. He will re-visit and the Clerk was asked not to contact for the present. Cllr Pritchard will give an update at the May meeting.
4. 
Declaration of interest – None
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th March 2024 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Ratification of minutes from the RPHT meeting of Monday 11th March 2024 – unanimously ratified

7.
Ratification of minutes from the S137 meeting of Monday 25th March 2024 - unanimously ratified
8.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 3rd April 2024 > Cllr John Perkins
Present: PCSO Gethin Thomas, PC Rebecca Thompson, Cllr John Perkins and Bryn Jones, Clerk. Apologies received from Cllr Mark Pritchard and Cllr Graham Blackmore.

OFFA TEAM: change > PC Rebecca Thompson has recently joined the team > NOW : 2 x PCs > PC Lucia Pritchard and PC Rebecca Thompson. 4 (soon to be) x PCSOs > PCSO Gethin Thomas, PCSO Megan Dickinson, PCSO Laura Cooper and PCSO Sara Williams, due to return from maternity leave.

ASB: Gethin advised that the recent egg/stone throwing and ‘knock and run’ issues seen over recent months, appear to have reduced or even gone away. It is, however, known that two youngsters have received ‘yellow cards’ from NWP. The Clerk asked Gethin about previous ASB hot-spots such as the football ground stand and the Memorial Gardens > but nothing reported to NWP. The Clerk confirmed that nothing mentioned locally.Councillors have been reminded to encourage residents to phone the 101 line in any such instance.

MOTOR BIKES: Further to a number of issues mentioned at the February NWP/ECC Police Liaison meeting, neither NWP nor the Community Council (via the Clerk) have been made aware of further problems. It is believed that NWP have been give the name of an individual, but no further information was given. However........
** ADDED 4/4: E-mail received from Cllr Richard Elias advising that a motor bike was being ridden, at speed, along the disused railway line path – after the contractors had left. The Clerk forwarded Cllr Elias’ concerns on to NWP.
DOG FOULING: The Clerk confirmed that attempts are being made for the WCBC Enforcement officers to attend, although it is understood that the team are down on numbers and appear to be prioritising Wrexham city centre. 

SPEEDING: Gethin confirmed that he would, once again, attend Bersham Road (Bersham side) with a speed gun. Rebecca advised that NWP are now enforcing the 20mph limit.
b) Ysgol Rhostyllen – new headteacher appointed. Cllr Gemma Richards, a School Gevernor, confirmed that this is Mr Huw Rowlands, who is currently headteacher of Ysgol Dyffryn Ial. 
c) Electric Charge Points – Cllr Phil Penk advised that, disappointingly, Osprey are unable to continue with looking at the possibility of installing Charge Points at the Parish Hall. It is believed that this is due to Scottish Power advising of a lack of a nearby suitable power source – presumably an electricity sub-station. Cllr Penk is to re-visit and will update the Council on an ad-hoc basis.
d) Parish Hall Centenary celebrations – Cllr Claire Luckock advised that the sub-committee have been looking at a number of options/possibilities, although it is evident that there is very little information on the actual origins of the Parish Hall. Considered:


i) ‘Open day’ on the 10th of August > all asked to note the date


ii) Under consideration: keyrings/photograph(s)/display at the Parish Hall

It is very much hoped that further detailed plans will be in place by the May meeting.

e) FRPHT – Cllr Mabyn Pickering and the Clerk advised that: Cllr Val Morgan wished the Community Council to be aware that the FRPHT are looking to approach local businesses and organisations to ‘sponsor’ work on the Crematorium site. Donations are to be sought for:- as examples > stones/weed suppressant/plants. A poster would be put-up acknowledging support given. Noted and the Council wished to place on record their unanimous support of the plans.
f) SG Estates developments/timescales re Church St traffic lights and crossing by the HTC. Upon being asked by Clr Phil Penk, who had also been contacted by Cllr Richard Elias, Cllr Pritchard  advised that he has been told that installation of both the Church Street traffic lights and the pedestrian crossing by the Holy Trinity Church are imminent. However, Cllr Pritchard will look to try and obtain a firm date for the work being done. The Community Council is to be further updated at the May meeting. 
From Action Plan:

a) Cllr Mabyn Pickering asked if the Clerk can look to re-open dialogue with Louvre Hotels regarding the field off the Croesfoel roundabout. The Clerk concurred that this might be a worthwhile course of action and will look to proceed before the end of Q2 2024. Action: Clerk.

b) Cllr Mabyn Pickering also asked if WCBC can be contacted, once again, regarding the possibility of ‘speed bands’ on the 60mph (National Speed limit) stretch of road between the Croesfoel roundabout and Packsaddle. Action: the Clerk confirmed that this would be done by end of June. 
9. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2024/0136 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 176” at 51 Summerfields, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and, as responses requested by the 27th of March, comments, or a request for an extension, asked for the 25th of March. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 25/3 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2024/0155 – application for the “installation and operation of an Energy Storage System (ESS)  including energy storage units, substation, site access, cable connection, landscaping and ancillary infrastructure” on land north of Bronwylfa Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated. Responses initially requested by the 3rd of April, but an extension for ECC comments granted by WCBC until Friday the 12th of April. Following lengthy discussion, during which it is evident that substantial concerns remain, the Council instructed the Clerk to liaise further with the Local Elected Member, Cllr Mark Pritchard, and to draw up a ‘letter of objections’ to be sent to WCBC Planning Dept by the 12th of April. Action: Clerk/MP.

Concerns to be mentioned to include:

i) Outside settlement boundary

ii) Proximity of the proposed site to a number of large villages, especially Bersham and Rhostyllen > nearby school(s)
iii) Proximity to the Crematorium at Pentrebychan

iv) Proposed loss of G2 Green Agriculture land, being classed as ‘Best and Most Versatile’ agriculture land

v) Environmental concerns
vi) Proximity to the Dee Valley and Clwydian Range AONB.

vii) Ecology concerns and impact thereon
viii) Proximity and impact on nearby heritage and archaeology sites.

ix) Historic flooding issues on the site

x) Visible impact of the proposed battery containers > especially the proximity to the A483

xi) Noise concerns > both during the construction phase and thereafter
The Clerk will share a copy of the aforementioned letter with the Council when sent.
P/2024/0162 – application for the “installation of streetworks telecommunication of 20M M-range V2 pole with 6 no antennas, 1 no transmission dish, 3 no equipment cabinets and ancillary development” on land of Wrexham Road, Rhosllanerchrugog, Johnstown, Wrexham. Already circulated and Councillors advised that the location is yards from the ‘border’ of Esclusham CC and Rhosllanerchrugog CC. The Community Council have been granted until Tuesday, the 9th of April for comments. Following discussion, the Council instructed the Clerk to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk.
P/2024/0161 – application for the “development of a fibre optic cable and hydrant connection pipe” at Legacy National Grid Substation, Bronwylfa Road, Talwrn, Wrexham. Already circulated and comments requested by the 17th of April. Following discussion, the Council instructed the Clerk to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application but to mention possible concerns regarding mature trees on the site. Action: Clerk 
Withdrawals

None
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
P/2024/0015 – application for “works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order WCBC 23”. On land at National Trust, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham LL14 4DW. Granted with conditions. Noted and, upon being asked, the Clerk confirmed that the WCBC Arboricultural Officer, Jon Brewin, has confirmed verbally to both himself and the Local Elected Member that he will be present when the two limbs are being removed.
10.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) One Voice Wales – correspondence and attached paperwork detailing the benefits of membership of OVW and offering a 50% discounted membership rate for the first year > a full price membership fee would be £583 and with a 50% reduction for year 1 = £291.50. Copy of OVW letter shared with Councillors. Following discussion, the Council unanimously decided not to take up the offer of membership of One Voice Wales.
b) Llais North Wales – copy of a letter sent to the Emergency Ambulance Services Committee re the Welsh Air Ambulance proposals/plans for North Wales. E-mail, containing a copy of the said letter, forwarded to Councillors on the 19/3. Noted
c) D Day 80th  Anniversary Commemoration Event – ‘Thank you” from Barbara Jones for the £100 cheque promised by ECC towards the day (as S137 minutes – 25/3). Vice Chair, Cllr Gemma Richards will be representing the Community Council at the event – advised 26/3. Noted
d) WCBC - SLA for the ‘Provision of a School Holiday Playwork Project’. The Community Council requested, and has been granted, a bespoke arrangement consisting of 3 hour sessions x 4 days a week (Tuesday to Friday) over the six week summer holiday = 24 sessions in total. Please see minute entry from January 2024, below, when option (a) was selected. The cost for this arrangement is, as previously advised, £5,621.82.

Costs received for the above plus one other option:



a) £5,621.82 for 3h per day x 4d per week x 6w summer hols (as 2023/24)



b) £4,216.36 for 3h per day x 3d per week x 6w summer hols



c) £4,701.53 for 2h per day x 4d per week x 6w summer hols

d) £4,897.42 for 2h per day x 3d per week x every holiday (being: 6w summer hols, 2w Easter hols, 1w Whit/May half term, 1w October half term = 10 weeks)

The Clerk reminded that the draft budget for 2024/25 has a figure of £4,000 allocated, so this will require tweaking somewhat in March, ahead of a final ratification > how much dependant on which of the above options chosen. *** 

Following discussion the Council unanimously decided upon option (a), being what has been in place over the past few years (pandemic notwithstanding). Action: Clerk advise WCBC that, for 2024/25, ECC wish to arrange playwork provision for: 3 hours per day x 4 days per week (Tue > Fri) x over the 6 week summer holiday.
*** Councillors will recall that the 2024/25 draft budget was slightly amended in March to accommodate the above.

The Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, expressed his concerns regarding the increased cost of the Playscheme for 2024/25 for the same provision – via e-mail. 
Action: Clerk to sign the SLA and return to WCBC

11.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Lightsource bp -  further to the Statutory Consultation held at the Parish Hall, which many Councillors attended and the minutes (correspondence – f) of the 11th of March meeting > the Community Council may wish to re-consider/re-visit possible Community Benefit at the time of the PEDW consultation expected in the summer/autumn months. For the present, no action required.

CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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